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University and Educational Intelligence. 
CAMBRIDGE.-S. Goldstein, St. John's College, and 

W. V. D. Hodge, St. John's College, have been 
awarded Smith's Prizes for essays on "Mathieu 
Functions " and " Linear Systems of Plane Algebraic 
Curves of any Genus," respectively. D. Burnett, 
Clare College, and C. A. Meredith, Trinity Cdllege, 
have been awarded Rayleigh Prizes for essays on 
" Electric Radiation over the Earth's Surface," and 
"Some Theorems on Infinite Cardinals," respectively. 

The General Board of the Faculties has recommended 
that the Disney professorship of arch:Eology shall be 
brought under the new statutes for election, tenure, 
and duties; that its stipend be raised from the en
dowment to £1200 a year; that it shall be assigned 
to the Faculty of Archreology and Anthropology, and 
that the field within which the professor shall give 
instruction shall be classical, medieval, and pre
historic antiquities and fine arts. 

It is proposed to appoint Mr. H. Quinney as an 
assistant in experimental research in the engineering 
department. 

APPLICATIONS for grants in aid of scientific in
vestigations bearing on agriculture, to be carried out 
in England and Wales during the academic year 
beginning on Oct. 1 next, must be made to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 10 Whitehall 
Place, S.W.1, by May 15 next. The Ministry is 
offering not more than seven research scholarships 
in agricultural and veterinary science, each tenable 
for three years, applications for which must be made 
not later than June 30 next ; it also invites applica
tions for not more than five agricultural scholarships 
tenable for two years. The latest date for the receipt 
of applications is June 30. 

A PAPER on "University Government with special 
reference to the University of London" was read by 
Mr. T. Ll. Humberstone at the Education Guild on 
Mar. 9, Sir Richard Gregory presiding. After 
describing the origins and constitutions of the arche
typal universities, Bologna and Paris, the university 
of students and the university of masters respectively, 
he pointed out that Oxford and Cambridge were 
modelled on Paris, and remained true to type as 
autonomous societies of masters. These universities 
have handed down from the Middle Ages a tradition 
of a self-governing community with full freedom of 
opinion as precious as their dreamy spires and moonlit 
lawns. Referring to the proposed new constitution 
of the University of London, he emphasised the 
importance of ensuring a high standard of attendance 
in the Council. Convocation representation on the 
Senate should bring the University into touch with 
the world of affairs, the professions, and industries. 
Mr. Humberstone is opposed to any extension of 
institutional representation on the Senate, con
sidering that college principals should be selected and 
appointed on of personal merit. The Prin
cipal of the Umvers1ty should be .a member the 
Council and of the Senate ex officw, as there IS no 
warrant in the constitutional history of universities 
for the exclusion of a high officer from membership 
of the governing body. He urged that special atten
tion should be given to methods of voting. There is 
need for greater publicity as to the work and aspira
tions of the University. The chairman agreed that 
the question of the status of the Principal should 
receive attention, and strongly supported the plea for 
greater publicity; support of the University would 
be more generous if the needs of the University were 
explained. 
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Calendar of Discovery and Invention. 
March 20, I8oo.-It was in his letter addressed 

"a Como en Milanois, ce 20m Mars 1800," that Volta 
communicated to Sir Joseph Banks his discovery of 
the voltaic pile. The letter arrived in parts, but the 
whole was read to the Royal Society on June 26, 1800. 
From the information contained in the first part, 
Nicholson and Carlisle made a pile with 36 half
crowns and 36 zinc discs, and with this they decom
posed water. 

March 20, 1877.-Fifty years ago, on Mar. 20, 1877, 
in his presidential address to the Iron and Steel 
Institute, Sir William Siemens directed attention to 
the possibility of utilising the power of Niagara Falls 
for driving dynamos and for transmitting electricity 
over long distances for lighting and smelting. Thirteen 
years later the Niagara Commission, including Kelvin, 
Mascart, Sellers, Turretini, and Unwin, was appointed; 
in 1893 a contract was placed with Westinghouse, and 
in 1895 three 5000-h.p. machines were started. To-day 
more than half a million horse-power is developed by 
the various plants. 

March 21, 1816.-The Royal Academy of Sciences 
of Paris was founded by Colbert in 1666. During the 
Revolution, in 1793, all the academies were suppressed, 
but two years later the National Institute was 
founded. With the Restoration, further changes 
were made, and on Mar. 21, 1816, the academies were 
placed on their original footing. It was at this time 
also the names of Carnot and Monge were removed 
because in 1792 they had voted for the death of the 
king. 

March 22, 1792.-A notable improvement in rapid 
communication resulted from the invention of the 
semaphore by Claude Chappe, which he laid before 
the Legislative Assembly of France on Mar. 22, 1792. 
During trials a message was sent from the Louvre 
to Lisle, 48 leagues distant, in thirteen minutes. The 
semaphore was extensively used during the Napoleonic 
Wars, and up to 1849 the Admiralty maintained a 
chain of semaphore stations at Chelsea, Putney, 
Kingston, Esher, Cobham, Guildford, Godalming, 
Haslemere, Midhurst, Petersfield, and Portsdown. 
Chappe's monument stands in the Boulevard Saint 
Germain. 

March 24, 1787.-0n Mar. 24, 1787, Dalton made 
his first entry in a book entitled " Observations of 
the Weather, etc." During the course of the next 
fifty-seven years he entered some 200,000 observations 
in this journal, the last being made the evening before 
his death. 

March 25, I655.-To-day Saturn is known to have 
ten satellites. The first discovered and the largest, 
Titan, was seen by Huygens on Mar. 25, 1655. 
Between 1671 and 1684, Cassini discovered four more; 
Herschel added two in 1789, Bond and Lassell found 
Hyperion in 1848, while Pickermg discovered the 
other two in 1898 and 1904 respectively. Phrebe, 
which was found in 1898, has a motion in the opposite 
direction to the other nine. 

March 26, I 762.-In 1713 an Act of Parliament 
authorised the award of sums of £10,000, £15,000, and 
£20,000 for determining the longitude at sea within 
60, 40, and 30 miles respectively. Many astronomers 
and mechanicians assisted in the solution of the 
problem, but. the principal work was done by John 
Harrison, the inventor of the marine chronometer. 
His seagoing timepieces were made in 1735, 1739, 
1749, and 1759, and it was with the fourth that his 
son made a voyage from Portsmouth to Jamaica and 
back, the voyage lasting from Nov. 18, 1761, to 
Mar,. 26, 1762. During this time the error only 
amounted to 1 min. 54! sec. E. C. S. 
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