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Australians are in no way sufficiently alive to 
the need of studying their natural organic products. 
The wonderful work on eucalyptus oils done by 
Smith and Baker of Sydney has not yet been 
appreciated. Only recently (Feb. 12), an ad
vertisement was printed in NATURE for a lecturer 
and demonstrator in organic chemistry, at the 
University of Sydney, salary £350 per annum. 
Only by accident is a chemist good enough .for 
such a post likely to be bought at so low a pnce, 
perhaps that of a dock labourer-what Billy 
Merson earns in a week. No one there will rate a 
man very high who is paid such a salary. It were 
time that organic chemical science were put upon 
a higher footing, especially in so important a seat 
of higher learning as Sydney-so that it may have 
some chance of being mentioned along with the 
harbour. 

Australia can ill afford to lose a man of Rennie's 
calibre and will do well to take warning and 
relieve them more of ordinary routine labours, if 
she find other such men to serve her. 

HENRY E. ARMSTRONG. 

MR. A. B. LEE. 
ARTHUR BoLLES LEE, who died on Mar. 3 at 

Clarens, Switzerland, was born at Froyle, Hamp
shire, in 1849. He spent most of his life in Switzer
land, and hence, though well known by name, was 
scarcely known personally in Great Britain. He 
was for several years an assistant under Prof. 
Korotneff in the Russian Marine Laboratory at 
Villefranche. 

Mr. Lee was the author of a number of papers 
chiefly on oogenesis, spermatogenesis, and other 
cytological subjects, published from 1884 onwards, 
the last of which appeared in December 1924. 
But he was best known as the author of " The 
Microtomist's Vade-Mecum: a Handbook of the 
Methods of Microscopic Anatomy," first published 
in 1885. This work contained an account of all the 
methods that had, up to that time, been recom
mended for the preparation of microscopic objects 
whether as whole mounts or in section, and it 
became at once the standard work of reference on 
the subject. In the subsequent editions Mr. Lee 
judiciously discarded many of the older and less 
satisfactory methods as he added careful accounts 
of new processes, so that the " Vade-Mecum " was 
always a helpful guide to what had been proved 
best in methods of fixation, clearing, imbedding, 
section-cutting, staining and mounting of organ
isms and of tissues. Seven editions of this work in 
English up to 1913, at least two in French (by Lee 
and Henneguy) and four in German (by Lee and 
Mayer) afford evidence of the value and usefulness 
of this manual, which, indeed, formed part of the 
essential equipment of a zoological laboratory, 
where it was the source of reference on all matters 
of technique for senior students and for investi

The last English edition (1921)-the 
eighth-was edited by Dr. J. B. Gatenby, but, as he 
stated in his preface, the bulk of the volume was 
still largely the work of Mr. Lee. 
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In recognition of his services to microscopical 
science, Mr. Lee was elected an honorary fellow of 
the Royal Microscopical Society. He leaves a 
daughter and two sons, one of the latter, Dr. 
G. W. Lee, being one of the Senior Geologists in 
the Scottish office of the Geological Survey of 
Great Britain. 

A VETERAN botanist of striking personality, 
Prof. Ludwig Radlkofer, has recently been removed 
by death in his ninety-eighth year, on Feb. 16 last. 
He was born in Munich on Dec. 19, 1829, took the 
degree of M.D. at that University in 1854, of Ph.D. 
at Jena the following year, and in 1863 became 
professor of botany in his native city. He began his 
career as an author in 1855, soon being attracted to 
the Sapindacere, especially the genus Serjania, 
which he monographed in 1875, returning to it 
more than once, and continuing to write even so 
late as the last few months. He received many 
distinctions abroad, and was elected a foreign 
member of the Linnean Society of London in 1897. 
He claimed to have been the first to introduce the 
anatomical method in academical teaching, and 
was very anxious that his pupil, Dr. Hans Solereder 
(1860-1920), should be permitted to examine the 
Linnean herbarium and also the older plant collec
tions in the British Museum such as the Clifford 
and Sloane herbaria. He introduced the topic at 
the Norwich meeting of the British Association in 
1868 by his paper " On the Structural Peculiarities 
of Certain Sapindaceous Plants," and again in 
1885 at Aberdeen " On the ApplicatiOn of the 
Anatomical Method to the Determination of the 
Linnean and other Herbaria." Needless to say, 
this proposal that every specimen should be so 
examined could not be entertained, as it involved 
the practical destruction of the types destined for 
the information of later generations of botanists. 

B. D. J. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 
Prof. D. Berthelot., professor of physics in the 

University of Paris (Faculty of Pharmacy) and 
titulaire for the section of general physics of the Par1s 
Academy of Sciences, aged sixty-two years. 

Kommand¢r C. F. Drechsel, General Secretary of 
the International Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea, at Copenhagen on Mar. 2, aged seventy-three 
years. 
' Prof. Carl Runge, professor of applied mathematics 
in the University of Gottingen, distinguished for his 
work as a mathematician and spectroscopist, early in 
,January, aged seventy years. 

Prof. A. W. Scott, for fifty-five years Phillips pro
fessor of science at St. David's College, Lampeter, on 
Mar. 7, aged eighty-one years. 

Prof. Yovan Tzvyitch (Cvijic), of the University 
of Belgrade, president of the Yugoslav Academy of 
Science and an honorary corresponding member of 
the Royal Geographical Society, who was well 
for his geographical, geological, and ethnographiCal 
studies, on Jan. 16, aged sixty-one years. 

Dr. A. E. Verrill, from 1864 until 1907 professor of 
zoology at Yale University,, and emerit':ls 
since 1907, who worked chiefly on manne mverte

' brates, aged eighty-seven years. 
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