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physiographic factors is traced from the beginnings of 
settlement to the present day.-G. H. Hardy : A 
reclassification of the Australian robberflies of the 
Cerdistus-Neoitamus complex (Diptera-Asilidre). The 
status of several genera, for which no scheme of 
classification hitherto evolved has met with general 
acceptance, is discussed. The generic name Cerdistus 
is adopted for the group, and under it Neoitamus, 
Cerdistus, and Stilpnogaster are ranked as subgenera, 
each of which is well represented in Australia.-A. H. S. 
Lucas: Notes on Australian marine algre. (iii.) The 
Australian species of the genus Nitophyllum. N. 
erosum extends on the west coast so far north as the 
Houtman's Abrolhos, and N. sinuosum up to Port 
Stephens on the east coast, but the genus is only 
abundantly represented in the south, with its head­
quarters in Bass Straits, where multifarious forms 
occur which may be regarded as varieties or species.­
M. Aurousseau: Analyses of three Australian rocks. 
Analyses are presented (a) of the well-known rock from 
One Tree Point, Sandy Bay, Hobart, Tasmania, a 
supposed fayalite basalt or melilite basalt, but 
actually a nephelite basanite; (b) of a micrographic 
granite from Ashford, N.S.W., that shows complicated 
graphic intergrowth; (c) of a peculiar amphibolite 
from Bunker Bay, Cape Naturaliste, W.A.-G. H. 
Cu_nningham: Gasteromycetes of Australasia. (vi.) 
The genus Lycoperdon. A critical revision Qf the 
members of the genus in Australia and New Zealand. 
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sphere ' in Fiction. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, at 4.-Sir Berkeley Moynihan, 

Bart. : Hunterian Oration. 
ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY, at 4.15. 
RoYAL Soc1ETY OF EuINBURGH, at 4.30.-Dr. R. T. Gunther: Certain 

Early Astronomical Instruments and their Makers, illustrated by the 
Exhibition of Instruments in the possession of the University of 
St. Andrews and by lantern slides (Address).-Sir J. R. Findlay: 
Exhibition and Description of certain Instruments from his Private 
Collection. 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY (at Lowther Lorlge), at 5.-Lt.-Comdr. 
R. Gould: The Landfall of Columbus. 
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