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out. This extraordinary example of the difficulties 
attending this kind of research may fittingly be 
used as an extra argument in favour of giving the 
strongest encouragement to those engaged in pure 
entomological research. Until we know for certain 
the factors governing the production of single sex 
broods in Hymenoptera, and also far more about 
parthenogenesis in this order than we do at present, 
we may not be able to succeed with the introduction 
of many valuable parasitic insects into Australia 
and New Zealand. 

7. Control of Sheep- Maggot Flies.-This im
mense problem, of the utmost importance to 
Australia and other sheep-raising countries, need• 
not be dealt with at all fully here, because up to the 
present no satisfactory method of biological control 
has been discovered. Much work has been done 
with several well-known chalcidoid parasites of 
the blow-fly larvre and pupre, but in no case has 
the percentage of parasitism produced been high 
enough to warrant the continuance of the work. 
At the present time, the interesting parasitic 
hymenopteron Alysia manducator is being collected 
in England by Dr. J. G. Meyers for shipment to 
Australia, and it will be interesting to watch the 
progress of the attempt to acclimatise and spread 
this very active insect in a warmer climate and 
new conditions of life. 

8. Control of Coco-Nut Moth (Levuana irrides
cens).-This very serious pest, the original home of 
which is still unknown, is a small zygrenid moth 
the larva of which feeds along the midrib of the 
leaflets of the coco-nut palm. In the island of 
Viti Levu, Fiji, it increased enormously during 
the past ten or twenty years, until its depredations 
had so weakened the trees and reduced the yield 

of copra that the very foundations of the industry 
were tottering. During the past few years scientific 
workers have been engaged on the problem of 
discovering and introducing the natural enemies 
of species closely allied to Levuana iridescens from 
Malaya. A parasitic tachinid, Ptychomyia remota, 
has been introduced and successfully established 
with very promising results, and it would appear 
that this formidable problem is now in process of 
solution. (T b , . ed ) o e . 

Whither ?-a Footnote. 
" What, then, is Life? Is it ... a ... possibly 

quite unimportant by-product of natnral processes, 
which have some other and more stupendous end in 
view? ... Or, throwing humility aside, is it the only 
reality, ... ? "-J. H. Jeans, NATURE, Dec. 4, 1926. 

R IBBED, breathing flesh thrice often crucified! 
Veined vase of I.ife ! lo, whether for bliss or 

curse 
A wondrous thing the wheeling universe, 
Engendering thee, lifts shapen from scarred Earth's 

side! 
Reared in primeval war of rock and tide, 
Thence hither-by what wayfaring perverse ! 
Thy runs it ended more than theirs, 
The stars in flow that sphere from vapours wide 1 

How earnest thou by that strange gift ungiven 
To aught else earthly, the old fruit forbidden, 
To know thyself, as part to glimpse a whole, 
And, that within thee, clasping earth and heaven 
For comrades of like faring, to-storm-ridden
Confront, brow raised, the incognisable goal 1 

C. S. S. 

Obituary. 
PRoF. A. DE QuERVAIN. 

THE death of Prof. A. de Quervain at the com
paratively early age of forty-seven years, 

which occurred at Zurich on Jan. 13, is a serious loss 
to European meteorology. His fellow-members on 
the different international commissions to which he 
belonged will miss a colleague who had endeared 
himself to them by his earnest enthusiasm and by 
his lovable disposition. 

de Quervain was born on June 15, 1879, in the 
Canton of Berne. After studying at Neuchatel and 
Berne he went to Paris as assistant, from 1898-
1902, in the Observatory at Trappes, where the late 
Teisserenc de Bort was developing the exploration 
of the upper atmosphere by means of ballons
sondes. This led, in 1899, to the discovery of the 
stratosphere. In 1901, Teisserenc de Bort made 
arrangements for observations with ballons-sondes 
in Russia. Prof. de Quervain was placed in charge 
of the work and obtained observations of tempera
ture in the upper air both at St. Petersburg and 
Moscow up to heights of 10 kilometres. After 
leaving Trappes, de Quervain went to Strasbourg, 
where the results of the international investigation 
of the upper air were collected and published under 
the direction of Prof. Hergesell. de Quervain 
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acted as secretary to the international commis
sion, and became impressed with the advantages 
which would accrue if the balloons which were 
used for carrying the recording instruments could 
also be observed during their ascent, so as to 
give information about the upper wind. Physical 
difficulties in the way of making these observa
tions for an hour or more with an ordinary 
theodolite had formed a practically insuperable 
obstacle. de Quervain overcame this difficulty by 
inventing, in 1905, the theodolite with the reflecting 
prism, which is now practically universally adopted 
for observations with pilot balloons : no invention 
has contributed more than this to our knowledge of 
upper wind. It was exceptionally fortunate for 
meteorology that de Quervain came, during these 
eight years, under the influence of two such pioneers 
in the investigation of the upper air as Teisserenc 
de Bort and Hergesell. They were both inspired 
with the conviction that the exploration must be 
world-wide, and themselves carried out investiga
tions in different parts of the oceans. 

Prof. de Quervain returned from Strasbourg to 
Zurich, where he continued his investigations of 
the upper air, publishing in 1908 a thoughtful 
contribution on cloud studies and some notes on 


	Whither ?-a Footnote

