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one the practical utility of which is obvious, and the 
"Almanach" in question is a case in point. 

THE London County Council Education Officer has 
issued a remarkably attractive programme for 
1926-27 of lectures and classes for teachers. Ninety
three different courses are offered, each course com
prising, in most cases, six or more lectures. They 
are designed with the admirable objects of bringing 
London teachers into touch with the latest develop
ments in educational methods and giving them 
opportunities of hearing leading authorities on 
questions of national and civic importance. Under 
the general heading of science are ten courses and four 
special single lectures. These four are : on eugenics, 
by Prof. Karl Pearson; production of voice sounds, by 
Sir Richard Paget ; talking by light, by Prof. Rankine, 
of the Imperial College of Science ; and surveying by 
aerial photography, by Dr. H. H. Thomas, of Cam
bridge. Among the most valuable of the courses is one 
on the relationship between science (physics, chemistry, 
biology, bacteriology, economics) 'and domestic work, 
by members of the staff of the Household and Social 
Science Department, King's College for Women. 

THE Royal Technical College, Glasgow, directs 
attention in its calendar for 1926-27 to the fact that 
its new building (completed 1910), comprising over 
seven acres of floor space, forms the largest structure 
in Great Britain devoted to education. It might 
also boast that of all institutions included in the 
University Grarits Committee's returns it had in 
1924-25 the largest number, 2645, of part-time 
students, the next largest being the 1926 of the 
London School of Economics. Among the specialist 
courses provided by the college which are recognised 
by the University of Glasgow for attendance by 
students preparing for the degree of B.Sc. in applied 
chemistry may be mentioned: fuels, dyes and their 
applications, oils and fats, sugar manufacture, 
technical bacteriology, metallurgical chemistry, coal 
tar and intermediate products. The college maintains 
one of the five principal schools of pharmacy in 
Great Britain. The Glasgow School of Architecture 
is under the superintendence of a committee repre
sentative of the College and the School of Art. Among 
the numerous courses in technology not forming parts 
of degree courses are important series, both day and 
evening, in textile manufacture. 

THE functions of municipal universities are dis
cussed in a paper by George F. Zook, President of the 
Municipal University of Akron, published in the May 
number of School Life. The paper is concerned 
chiefly with the question whether municipal universi
ties should continue to regard the traditional four-year 
curricula as their main business or .should develop, 
alongside of these, one-year, two-year and three-year 
completion courses of a technical or semi-professional 
character. It is admitted that the experience of the 
land-grant colleges in establishing and maintaining 
one- and two-year curricula in agriculture and 
mechanic arts has not been very encouraging, but 
conditions in the municipal universities are very 
different and they would be failing in their duty to 
the communities which support them if they did not 
cater for the requirements of the large number of 
young people who, after completing their high school 
course, want to spend less than four years in university 
studies in preparation for such careers as those of 
pharmacist, librarian, school teaching, nursing, and 
the hundred and one occupations lumped under the 
headings of ' business ' and ' industry.' In this 
connexion it is pointed out that the whole field of 
evening instruction; both general and technical, is 
awaiting vigorous development. 
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Contemporary Birthdays. 
September 24, 1874. Prof. Alexander Findlay. 
September 26, 1854· Major Percy Alexander 

MacMahon, F .R.S. . 
September 28, 1873. Prof. Julian Lowell Coohdge. 
October 2, I87S· Prof. Arthur William Conway, 

F.R.S. 
October 2, 1876. Mr. Thomas Sheppard. 
October 3, 1858. Prof. Percy Faraday Frank

land, C.B .E., F.R.S. 

Prof. FINDLAY, occupant of the chair of chemistry 
in the University of Aberdeen since 1919, 
educated at that city's grammar school, proceedm.g 
afterwards to the University there, and to the Um
versity of Leipzig. Early he was. a research studell:t 
in University College, London, whilst from 190? unhl 
19II he held a lectureship in chemistry m the 
University of Birmingham, leaving to take up a 
professorship in science at University College, Aber
ystwyth. He has published several books, an_10ng 
them being a stimulating volume entitled" ChemlStry 
in the Service of Man." 

Major MAcMAHON (Royal Artillery, retired), late 
Deputy Warden of the Standards, Board of Trade, 
was born at Malta. He was educated at Cheltenham 
College, passing thence into the Royal Military 
Academy, Woolwich, where later (1882-88) he :was 
instructor in mathematics. The Royal Society 
awarded him a Royal medal in 1900 on the ground 
of the number and range of his contributions. to 
science in the department of . pure 
Further recognition by the Society came with the 
allotment of the Sylvester medal to Major MacMahon 
for studies in the partition of numbers. 
secretary of the British Association from 1902 until 
1914, he is a past president of the London Mathe
matical Society. 

Prof. J. L. CoOLIDGE, mathematician, was born at 
Brookline, Mass ., U .S.A. A graduate of Harvard, he 
also studied at the Universities of Oxford and Bonn. 
He has been successively instructor in mathematic_s, 
assistant professor, and, from 191.8, m 
that subject at Harvard. Prof. Co?hdge IS an Officer 
of the Legion of Honour. He 1s the author of 
" Elements of Non-Euclidean Geometry" (1909), 
and " Geometry of the Complex Domain" (1924). 

Prof. CoNWAY, registrar and professor of .mathe
matical physics in University College, DubliJ?-. was 
born at Wexford . He was educated at Dublin and 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 

Mr THOMAS SHEPPARD the zealous director of the 
Hull ·Museum was born 'at South Ferriby, Lincoln
shire. He long rendered sterling service as 
of various Yorkshire society publications relating to 
natural history, numismatics, ?'rchreol?gy. 
Mr. Sheppard is the author of Yorksh1re s Contnbu
tion to Science" (1915). 

Prof. PERCY FRANKLAND is a Londoner. He was 
educated at University College School, the Royal 
School of Mines, and the University of Wiirzb:urg. 
From 1888 until 1894 he was occupant of the. chrur of 
chemistry in University College, Dundee, tJ;ere 
to take up a similar post Masoii: Bmmng
ham continued also in 1ts Umvers1ty. He was 
president of the Institute of Chemistry in 1906, and 
of the Chemical Society in 19II. Prof. Frar:klall:d 
was awarded the Davy medal of the Royal Soc1eiy m 
1919 for distinguished work in especially 
on optical activity, and on fermentation. 
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