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compacted by subsequent flows of olivine basalt.
Well - preserved fragments of the stems and roots
of a dicotyledonous angiosperm were found in the
quartzite.

VIENNA.

Academy of Sciences, November 5.—K. Chudoba :
The dispersion of plagioclase. The gray-position-
method has already been applied to determine the
situation of the optical axes for different wave-
lengths in orthoclase. With albite the dispersion of
the B-axis is about three times as great as that of
the A-axis. Measurements were made with mono-
chromatic light of six different wave-lengths, and the
situation of the axes controlled by the right angle
method. —B. P. Wiesner: On the function of
the germinal gland before puberty; experiments
on rats, (I.) Castration of new-born males. The
development of sexual characters at puberty is
dependent on the endocrine function of the repro-
ductive system. Castration was performed twelve
hours after birth, and the after-growth of castrated,
one-side castrated, and entire animals compared at
various ages. Development continues for a few days
only after complete castration; normal and half-
castrated animals develop alike. (II.) Spaying of
new-born females. In contrast to the males, the
normal and spayed females develop alike up to
puberty, and only the onset of the cestrus cycle and
its periodic recurrence proves the secretory function
of the ovary. There is no cestrus in spayed animals,
but the earlier stages of the development of sexual
characters are independent of the ovary. Details of
these researches will appear in Pfliiger’s Avchiv f. d.
ges. Physiologie—P. Weiss: The morphological im-
potence of regeneration tissue. The formation of
extremities from tail material from Triton. Trans-
plantation was made from the middle of the tail
into the body wall near the fore-limb. Various
effects took place—healing over, a small tail, warty
lumps or a differentiated limb. The regeneration
tissue when young seemed to be undifferentiated,
and its subsequent growth was determined by the
position into which it was transplanted (morphological
impotence). Older material, to a certain degree
determined as tail, formed tail after transplanting.—
K. Grobben: Attempt at an explanation of the
alternation of layers in pearls.—H. P. Cornelius and
M. Cornelius-Furlani : Report on geological inquiries
on the Insubrisch line in the lower Val Tellina.
Two quite different zones occur; in the north, highly
crystallised biotite-gneiss with intrusions, and in the
south, uniform quartz-phyllite.

November 20.—G. Weissenberger, S. Baumgarten
and R. Henke : Absorption by charcoal from viscous
media.—]. Zellner and others: Contributions to
the comparative chemistry of plants, XI. The
chemistry of barks. In the barks of Cornus, Tilia
and Carpinus, substances have been found such as
alnulin, coryliresinol and platanol acid.—]. Braun-
hauser: The chemistry of heterotrophic phanerogams.
Mistletoe berries have been analysed.—A. Huber :
Newton’s method of approximation.—Skrabal and A,
Zahorka : The hydrolysis of acetic acid ester by acids.
—]J. Pia: The structure of the Alpine middle-trias
deduced from the diplopores.—H. Handel-Mazzetti :
New Chinese plants (36). Includes species of Aconi-
tum and Corydalis.

November 26.—K. Umrath : On the conduction of
irritability in Mimosa. In M. Spegazzinii as in
M. pudica there are several stimulus conducting
systems. Three velocities of conduction were found in
the leaf and two in the stem.—O. Pesta : Problems of
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the hydrobiology in the mountains of the Eastern
Alps. = Chemical analyses have been made of the
waters of mountain lakes.

December 3.—H. Hahn: On a theorem of exist-
ence in the calculus of variations, and on the method
of arithmetical means in the theory of generalised
Fourier integrals.—H. Handel-Mazzetti : New Chinese
plants (37). Three species of Pedicularis are described.

December 10.—F. Becke and J. E. Hibsch: On
nephelines with zonal structure.
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