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Contemporary Birthdays. 
January rs, r875. Dr. T. G. Longstaff, F.R.G.S. 
January r7, r85r. Sir James Cantlie, K.B.E. 
January r8, r868. Sir Leonard Rogers, C.I.E., 

F.R.S. 
January zr, r855. Sir Henry B. Jackson, G.C.B., 

F.R.S. 

Dr. T. G. LoNGSTAFF, traveller in many regions, 
and Himalayan mountaineer, was educated at Eton 
and Christ Church, Oxford. His medical training 
was pursued at St. Thomas's Hospital, London. 
We quote the following from his paper, "A Mountain
eering Expedition to the Himalaya of Garhwal," 
read before the Royal Geographical Society in 
January 1908 : " I first visited these mountains 
on my return journey from Tibet in 1905. With 
my colleagues we hoped to celebrate the jubilee 
of the Alpine Club by attempting the ascent of 
Everest, or at least the exploration of its unknown 
glaciers. We were peremptorily forbidden by the 
Home Government to enter Tibet." 

Sir JAMES CANTLIE comes of Banffshire stock. 
Educated at Milne's Institution, Fochabers, he 
graduated at the University of Aberdeen, and 
entering Charing Cross Hospital Medical School in 
r87r, he afterwards became a lecturer there. Suc
cessive students did not fail to carry on the cheery 
pseudonym of " Jimmy." An ardent traveller, he 
has been practically all over the world. He visited 
China in 1887, and was, from r88g to 1896, Dean of 
the College of Medicine for Chinese. Sir James is a 
Knight of Grace of the Order·of St. John of Jeru
salem. He has written much on surgical science 
and public health, and is widely known as an exponent 
of methods of physical training and bodily efficiency. 

Sir LEONARD RoGERS, Lieut.-Col. LM.S. (retired), 
was educated at Plymouth College. Entering St. 
Mary's Hospital Medical School, he became F.R.C.S., 
r8g3, M.D. (Lond.), r8g7. Physician and lecturer 
at the London School of Tropical Medicine, he was, 
before retirement from the Indian Medical Service, 
professor of pathology at Calcutta Medical College, 
and Government Bacteriologist. Sir Leonard is a 
Fothergillian gold medallist of the Medical Society 
of London, and has received the Mary Kingsley 
medal of the African Society for researches in tropical 
medicine. 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir HENRY B. JACKSON, 
Grand Officer of the Legion of Honour, was born at 
Barnsley. Entering the Navy in.,1868, he attained 
his captaincy in 1896, was controller of the Navy, 
rgos-8, and commanded the Sixth Cruiser Squadron, 
Mediterranean, 1go8-1o. Identified with the initial 
practical use of Hertzian waves for wireless com
munication between H.M. ships, it may be recalled 
that on May 15, 1902, Capt. Jackson read a paper 
before the Royal Society entitled " On some Pheno
mena affecting the Transmission of Electric Waves 
over the Surface of the Sea." He stated that in 
1895 he began systematic experiments with the view 
of utilising the effect of Hertzian waves on imperfect 

contacts for naval signalling purposes. It is 
mterestmg to note that on June 12 following, Mr. 
Marconi also read two papers, one, "Note on a 
Magnetic Detector of Electric Waves which can be 
employed as a Receiver for Space Telegraphy" ; 
the other, " On the Effect of Daylight upon the 
Propagation of Electromagnetic Impulses over Long 
Distances." 

NO. 2933, VOL. I 17] 

Early Science at Oxford. 
January r 8, r 683-4. After the reading of ye 

Minutes, a letter from Mr. Aston to Dr. Plot, was 
read; which tells us, that some of ye Royall Society 
are of opinion, that ye Porphyry Pillars, mentioned 
in an abstract of Mr. John Greaves MS. (lately com
municated to us by Dr. Smith, and transmitted to 
ye Royall Society) were not brought from Mount 
Sina, as Mr. Greaves supposes, but dug in JEgypt; 
wherefore it was ordered, that Dr. Huntingdon should 
be consulted, as to this matter. 

A letter from Dr. Hatly of Maidstone concerning 
some Petrifications found in Kent, was read ; He en
deavors to prove, that these Petrifications are Lapides 
sui generis, and not made in animal molds. 

The Ore of ye Ferrum Noricum (part of that 
generous present, with which ye learned Martin 
Lister Esq has lately oblidged our University) was 
seen to apply to ye magnet ; as also ye common 
black writeing sand; neither of which can well be 
supposed to have undergone ye fire. It was then 
qmeried, whether our common ores will not apply, 
if powdered ? Dr. Plot was pleased to take on him 
ye trouble of trying it. 

r686-7. A letter from Mr. Peck of Mayfeild in 
Sussex, was read. It gave a large account of the man 
sick of a Feaver mentioned in the Minutes of Dec. the 
7th. with some other cases in Physic very remarkable. 
Mr. President's letter to Mr. Halley concerning the 
cause of the Trade-winds, was read. 
January I9, r685-6. A letter from Mr. Molyneux, 

concerning some observations on Mr. Hevelius's 
A nnus Climactericus and on his account of ye Lunar 
Ecclipse on ye 3oth of Nov: 1685-A letter from 
Mr. Brown to Mr. Aston concerning ye Liver as 
appearing glandulose in a morbid body opened at 
St. Thomas's Hospitall, London; A letter, subscribed 
W. Tenon, concerning Dr. Papin's way of raising 
water, were all communicated and read. 
January 20, r684-5. A foot cubic measure, made 

by order of ye Society was presented by Mr. Caswell, 
and Mr. Walker. A catalogue of experiments to be 
tried with this measure, was drawn up, and put into 
Mr. Caswel's hands ; and a pair of fine scales were 
proposed to be provided. 

A letter from Dr. Middleton, Provost of Kings 
College, Aberdeen, gives us hopes, of what we have so 
long, and so earnestly desired, viz a correspondence 
with Scotland. The Doctor desiring some account 
of ye manner of our proceedings, ye Secretary is 
commanded to prepare a transcript of ye Orders, and 
ye latest Minutes, to be sent him. 

A detailed Answer was given to ye 39th Quere of 
Sir William Petty's Catalogue of Experiments to be 
tried, (which Q. runs thus, viz: How many shoes of a 
certain size, a shoemaker can make up in a time 
given ?) . It was Affirmed that of ye five first sizes 
of children's shoes, called Children's pumps, 12 pair 
may be made, by a good workman, in one day; 
that of children's Eights, 4 pair are an ordinary days 
work; and that of Women or Men':;; Sixes, 3 shoes, 
or 2 pair, are usually a Day's work. 

Mr. Musgrave affirmed that So lb. of Wedgbury 
pit coal, kindled at several times, with 4! lb. of 
Charcoal, gave a little above i of a peck of Ashes, 
which weighed 4! lb. avoird:, beside which about a 
pound of coal was left unburnt in ye grate: so that 
a pound of this sort of coal, well burnt, does not yeild 
an ounce of Ashes. A discourse was presented by 
Mr. Walker, proving from experiment, that ye 
longer ye wheels of a coach are, (c<eteris paribus) ye 
more easily they may be drawn over a stone, or such 
like obstacle, that lies in ye way. 
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