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assumption, and renders the emergence of man's 
spiritual faculties entirely inexplicable. If, on the 
other hand, we identify God with the universe, good 
and evil are alike divine, our moral intuitions are 
meaningless. Goodness, beauty, and truth must of 
necessity find a place in our interpretation of the 
universe, so naturalism and pantheism do not ade

explain the cosmos to which man belongs. 
Science, then, does not banish God, neither does it 
banish the conception of the kingdom of God as 
formulated by the Founder of Christianity. Science, 
however, can answer none of the ultimate questions. 
They are not her province. But though her range is 
limited, within that range she leads us from error to 
truth, from fantasy to fact. On the truth which 
science has revealed and is still revealing we have 
built the new humanism of this age. The religious 
outlook, in which modern science has been cradled, 
will not only be able to co-exist with the new human
ism, but will derive from it an added power of appeal 
to the intellect of man. 

A vote of thanks to the president was ably moved 
by a very old and valued friend of the Association, 
Prof. A. Smithells, and was seconded in a felicitous 
speech by Prof. Pt:!rcy Nunn; it was carried with 
acclamation. 

Thursday's programme included a lecture by Prof. 
Leonard Hill upon " Sunshine, Open Air, and Health," 
and a discussion upon laboratory assistants, labora
tory management, and school exhibitions. On the 
question of laboratory assistants in schools, a matter 
which affects most members of the Association very 
closely, it is felt that some definite scheme for 
provision, training, and payment of such men 1s 
urgently required, and the committee was requested 
to make a special inquiry into the subject. 

At i;he business meeting, the momentous decision 
was taken to institute the formation of local branches. 
The reasons which led the Association to undertake 
this step were chiefly two : (a) to get into closer 
contact with local universities, in order to deal more 
easily with the numerous problems which arise in the 
teaching of science in schools and in the correlation of 
school courses with university requirements, etc.; and 
(b) to promote the social side of the Association. 
Arguments against the formation of branches were 
put forward, but the weight of the meeting was 
strongly in favour of the idea. We are pleased to 
note that, according to the rules drafted for the regula
tion of branches, non-members who are interested in 
the objects of the Association may, at the discretion 
of any branch committee, be invited as guests to 
meetings of the branch other than a business meeting. 
This affords opportunity for closer co-operation 
between the Science Masters' Association and the 
Association of Women Science Teachers, which, in 
view of the fact that both associations have the same 
aims and are faced by the same, or very similar, 
problems, seems very desirable. 

Additional features of the meeting were lectures 
and demonstrations by Prof. B. J. Collingwood, Dr. 
C. S. Myers, Rev. F. Aveling, Miss W. Spielman. and 
others, while visits were arranged to the Natwnal 
Physical Laboratory and the General Electric Com
pany's Laboratories. There was also an excellent 
exhibition of scientific apparatus, and of chemicals, 
bv the leading manufacturing firms, while the pub
lishers' show in the Library was a source of great 
interest, judging from the crowds of members always 
present there. The table reserved for books written 
by members of the Association was striking testimony 
to the literary activity of science masters, and the 
members' exhibits of apparatus bore witness to no 
little ingenuity. It is not too much to say that, of all 
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the numerous associations of teachers in Great 
Britain, the Science Masters' Association is one of the 
keenest and most vigorous. 

The meeting in January 1927 is to be held at Oxford, 
an announcement which was received with enthusiasm 
by the members, who retain a lively recollection of the 
success of the last meeting there. The new president 
is Brig.-Gen. Harold Hartley, and the chairman for 
1926 Mr. E. J. Holm yard (Clifton College) 

University and Educational Intelligence. 
PROVISIONAL announcements are now available of a 

number of free public lectures and short courses by 
eminent men of science and other scholars, to be 
given at various colleges of the University of London. 
Lectures at King's College include three by Prof. 
A. S. Eddington on the constitution and evolution of 
the stars, commencing February 22 ; two by Prof. 
R. Ruggles Gates on vegetation on the Amazon, 
commencing February 19 ; and five by Dr. F. A. P. 
Aveling on the human will, commencing January rS. 
At University College, Prof. W. H. Lang is to deliver 
three lectures on the morphology of the Vascular 
Cryptogams, commencing March I, at 5.I5 P.M.; 
Dr. C. M. Ariens Kappers, four on the evolution of the 
nervous system, commencing March 9 ; Mr. M. H. 
Krishna, eight on Indian archceology and anthro
pology, commencing January IS; Miss M.A. Murray,. 
two on Egyptian architecture and primitive cults in 
ancient Egypt, commencing January 26; Dr. R. W. 
Lunt, six on the chemistry of ionisation by collision, 
commencing February I; Dr. E. G. Richardson, 
three on the acoustics of buildings, commencing 
January 19; and Dr. Geoffrey Martin, one lecture on 
the theory of fine grinding, on February 12, at 5 P.M. 
Lectures at the London School of Economics include 
one by Dr. B. Malinowski on the aims of social 
anthropology, on February IS, at 5 P.M. Except 
where otherwise stated, the lectures begin at 
,5.30 P.M. 

ALL universities in Ecuador were closed by a 
Government decree last August. Commenting on this 
event, the secretary to the United States Legation, 
Quito, remarks in an article published in the November 
issue of School Life, that for many years past the 
degrees of doctor of law and doctor of medicine have 
been too easy of attainment. To graduate in one 
of these faculties had come to be looked upon as the 
best badge of "respectability," and the country is 
flooded with doctors and lawyers, most of whom are 
unable to earn a living at their profession, and many 
of whom are but poorly equipped for it. Similar 
drastic methods of restricting the recruitment for 
the legal profession have been adopted in Bolivia, 
where, however, those who have actually begun their 
professional courses of study are to be permitted to 
complete them, after which the law faculties are to 
be closed down. The editor of School Life asks 
whether it is not time to apply some restriction to 
the present scale of output of lawyers in the United 
States, where students of law are more than twice as 
numerpus as students of medicine. Only 46 of the 
r6o law schools require for the law degree so much 
as five years of study after the completion of the 
secondary school course, and only one-fifth of the 
whole number of law students were in those 46 
schools. The other four-fifths were in schools which 
conferred the degree for four years of study at most. 
It is suggested that the levelling-up process that has 
in recent years been applied to medical studies should 
be now applied to the study of law. 
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