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Contemporary Birthdays. 
January 9, 1866. 

F.R.S. 
January 12, 1862. 

F.R.S. 
January 13, 1842. 

F.R.S. 
January 13, 1843. 
January 13, 1858. 

F.R.S. 
January 13, 1869. 

Prof. Charles J. Martin, C.M.G., 

Prof. John G. Adami, C.B.E., 

Sir Alfred F. Yarrow, Bart., 

Sir David Ferrier, F.R.S. 
Sir D. Orme Masson, K.B.E., 

Sir Richard Paget, Bart. 

Prof. J. G. ADAMI, Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Liverpool, was born at Manchester. Educated at 
Owens College in that city, he entered Christ's College, 
Cambridge, in r88o. In r887 he became a demon
strator of pathology in the University, and afterwards 
John Lucas Walker student of pathology. Prof. 
Adami was appointed Strathcona professor of patho
logy and bacteriology, McGill University, Montreal, in 
1892, this post leading to important developments 
and highly appreciated issues of work whilst in 
Canada. President of the Canadian Association for 
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, rgog-12, he was 
president of the Association of American Physicians, 
rgrr-12. Prof. Adami has written much on the 
nature of inflammatory processes. A joint paper with 
the late Dr. C. S. Roy, " Contributions to the Physio
logy and Pathology of the Mammalian Heart," was 
published in the Philosophical Transactions of 
Royal Society. 

Sir ALFRED YARROW was born in London in r842. 
Our cordial congratulations are offered on the occasion 
of his eighty-fourth birthday. He was educated at 
University College School, London. Beginning busi
ness as a shipbuilder and engineer at Poplar, he 
migrated to Clydeside in rgo6, continuing, as the 
founder of the world-renowned firm which carries his 
name and flag, the building of merchant ships and 
supplying the multifarious requirements of British 
Navy craft. An early and generous benefactor to the 
National Physical Laboratory, the wider demands of 
science in general have found aid and maintenance 
through his munificence. So recently as 1923 Sir 
Alfred made a gift of roo,oool. to the Royal Society 
for administration as a research fund. 

Sir DAVID FERRIER, emeritus professor of neuro
pathology, King's College, London, was born at 
Aberdeen in 1843, and thus has reached the ripe age of 
eighty-three years. Graduating at Aberdeen in r863, 
he studied as well at the Universities of Edinburgh 
and Heidelberg. Sir David is specially identified 
with researches on the localisation of cerebral 
functions, begun fifty years or more ago. In pre
senting one of the Royal Society's Royal medals to 
him in r8go, the then president recorded that "we 
owe to Prof. Ferrier's experiments in monkeys, 
animals which he was the first to use for this purpose, 
the beginning and indeed the greater part of our 
knowledge of cerebral 'localisation in man. Broca 
located the centre for speech in the third left frontal 
convolution, but with this exception nothing was 
known of cerebral localisation in man until Ferrier 
commenced his experiments in r873." By experi
ments upon monkeys Ferrier was able to map out the 
most important motor areas with great precision, and 
the results were eventually turned to practical account 
in cerebral surgery. 
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Early Science at Oxford. 
January II, 1683-4. A letter from Mr. Aston 

mentioned an Analysis of ye stone of ye bladder, 
given in to ye Royall Society, by Mr. Lister ; who 
affirms, that ye Lapidescent juices within ye body, 
are ye same with those which are without it; and 
that ye Caput mortuum of ye stone, will apply to a 
Magnet, like other pyrites. 

The Minutes of what has passed in ye new Society 
of Dublin were read; They gave an account of 
several! discourses, of a differing nature, which have 
been read at their meetings; Wee shall in a little 
time, have copies of them. It was then ordered, that 
thankes should be return'd to ye gentlemen of that 
Society for ye favor of their correspondence ; and 
that ye Minutes of this Society should constantly be 
sent them. 

An account was given of several! late distillations 
of brine, made by Dr. Plot and Mr. Musgrave. 

1686-7. Mr. Pit communicated an account of the 
peristaltic motion of the stomach, observed in a dog 
in July r685 and also of lacteals arising from the 
stomach. He was desired to try if he could discover 
any lacteal veins in Birds. 
January 12, 1685-6. Mr. Flamsteed's Tide-Table 

for ye year r686 was presented to ye Society, and 
Mr. LLoyd presented a Catalogue of ye Shells in ye 
Mus<eum Ashmoleanum. 

Dr. Plot communicated a Table for ye keeping a 
Diary of Weather-journal! by observing ye station 
of ye quicksilver in ye Baroscope, ye place of ye 
Spirits in ye Thermometer, the points and strength 
of the Wind; and ye state of ye Weather: together 
with an account of \Veather-glasses exactly made and 
sold (as the table also is) by Mr. Jo: Warner, London. 

January 13, 1684-5. Dr. Smith (in ye chair, in ye 
absence of ye President,) acquainted ye Society, 
that according to a MS. of Julius Africanus, belonging 
to Magdalen Colledge, (which MS. he thinks is about 
2oo years old,) ye citation of Vossius out of this 
Author, concerning ye making of Ignis Gr<ecus, is 
exact. 

A Cubical! measure, of a Quantity given, was 
proposed to be provided ; Mr. Caswell, and Mr. 
Walker were desired to enquire, concerning ye 
making one; with it ye difference as to weight, 
between ye same measure of several! sorts of sub
stances, as grains, earths &c of diverse kinds, may 
be examined, and ye quantity of water &c: exhaling 
from a given sp-ace, in a time given, may be found 
out; an account of which will make much toward 
ye clearing this quere, viz whether the water of ye 
Mediterranean is disposed of by way of vapor? 

According to Mr. Charles Leigh, they have in the 
County of Lancashire an earth, never yet plowed 
in ye memory of man, in which (about 2 yards under 
ye surface) he has found several! grains of corn, not 
in ye least rotted ; he has seen trees in it perfectly 
sound ; it will preserve any kind of flesh; and (he 
thinks) it may make compleat Mummies. 

He says, they have a Tobacco-pipe clay, which will 
dissolve in water, and take out any spot : that they 
have a fish, which (he thinks) is the sepia ; for if 
they offer to catch it, it will immediately make ye 
water look as black as ink. Another fish in that 
Countrey, has a prickle on its back; with which, if 
the seamen are at any time prickt, ye part will 
certainly gangrene ; this prickle, he says, is hollow, 
and is inserted into a little bladder, out of which ye 
poyson proceeds, after ye same manner as in Vipers. 

Mr. Welsteed communicated an account of making 
turpentine, tar, rosin, and pitch near Marseilles, 
by Mr. Tho: Bent M.A. lately of Lincoln College. 
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