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a shrunk epidermis which contains a reddish-brown 
substance, and has been ascribed by Wagn.er (Tages
zeit. Brau., 1924) to the exceptionally unfavourable 
weather conditions of 1924, rather than to a particu
lar organism. P. Lindemanns (Pet. jour. du Brass., 
1925, 33, 189) has stated that the disease was due to 
lack of nourishment of the cones. This was a result 
of the insufficient supply of sap, the transpiration 
being checked by the excessive humidity of the 
atmosphere. Thus, when the rows of hops had been 
planted in the direction of the prevailing winds, the 
disease was less marked than in the case of plants 
from damp and low-lying parts. J. G. 

University and Educational Intelligence. 
CAMBRIDGE.-Mr. R.E. Priestley.has been appointed 

Assistant Registrary with the duties of Secretary to 
the Boards of Examinations and Research Studies. 
Mr. Priestley was a member of two Antarctic Expedi
tions ; he entered the University as a research student 
in geology in 1913; became a fellow of Clare College in 
1923 and has been secretary to the Board of Research 
Studies for two years. 

Two lists of successful candidates in the recent 
scholarship examinations have been published. An 
analysis of the awards of open scholarships and 
exhibitions shows that 35 are for natural science, 
42 for mathematics and 113 for other subjects
classics, history, languages, etc. A further point of 
interest lies in the distribution of the successful 
candidates among the schools. It is often nowadays 
no easy matter to decide whether any place of second
ary education is a " public school" in the generally 
accepted sense of the term. It is possible, however, to 
draw up an arbitrary list which will include those 
schools which the majority of educated people would 
call "public schools." The present writer has 
ventured to construct such a list, and has grouped the 
new scholars and exhibitioners according to it. The 
following figures have been obtained. 

From Public Schools 
From other Secondary 

Schools 

Other 
Nat. Sci. Math. Subjects. 

II 21 

2I 

Any deductions made from these figures are liable 
to severe criticism, but three hypotheses suggest 
themselves: 

(1) The public schools divert the majority of their 
best scholars in directions other than scientific 
ones. 

(2) The teaching of " other subjects " in the public 
schools is superior to instruction in them. in 
the other schools. 

(3) The teaching of science in other schools is gener
ally superior to that in the public schools. 

It is commonly believed in Cambridge that (3) is 
certainly partially correct in many cases. Perhaps it 
is time that the public schools gave the matter further 
thought. 

AccoRDING to the report recently issued by the 
Secretary of the Rhodes Trust, the number of Rhodes 
Scholars in residence during the year 1924-1925 was 
185, of which 96 were from the British Empire and 
89 from the United States ; 63 took up their scholar
ships for the first time. The present academic year 
started with r85 scholars in residence. From the 
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table showing the distribution among subjects during 
the past year, it appears that 48 were taking natural 
science and medicine and 2 mathematics. Five 
Rhodes Scholars were awarded the degree of D.Phil., 
three of them being natural science students. Refer
ence is also made to distinctions gained by former 
Rhodes Scholars, among whom R. B. Brode, 
awarded a research fellowship by the National Re
search Council of America; H. W. Florey, appointed 
to a Rockefeller medical fellowship; and E. P. 
Hubble, who was awarded half the American As
sociation for the Advancement of Science Prize for 
1924 for his researches on nebulce. Notice was 
received during the year of no less than 33 new books 
by Rhodes Scholars, of which only 4 have a bearing 
on science. The scholarships are to continue to be 
of the annual value of 4ool. each. A site has been 
purchased at Oxford for the erection of a building to 
be known as " Rhodes House," which will be the 
residence of the Oxford secretary and will contain a 
library and a hall for the annual dinners of the Trust. 
Information as to the scholarships may be obtained 
from the offices of the Trust, Seymour House, 
Waterloo Place, London, S.W.r. In the United 
States application may be made to President Ayde
lotte, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsyl
vania; in Canada to Mr. J. M. Macdonnell, National 
Trust Company, Limited, Montreal, P.Q. ; in 
Australia to Dr. J. C. Behan, Trinity College, Park
ville, Victoria; in South Africa to Mr. P. T. Lewis, 
Court Chambers, Keerom Street, Cape Town. 

APPRENTICES in H.M. Dockyards have to attend 
school for a certain number of hours each week, and 
any one who knows the Dockyard schools and the 
instructors in them is not surprised at the successes 
of the students, for no better scientific and technical 
education for youths is given anywhere in Great 
Britain. As, however, the apprentices arc educated 
at the public expense with the view of their becoming 
shipwrights or fitters in the Dockyards, and as they 
have many decided advantages over students in 
technical schools outside, it seems scarcely just that 
they should be able to use these advantages to secure 
scholarships intended for science students generally. 
Judging from the list, just issued by the Board of 
Education, of successful candidates for I{oyal Scholar
ships and Free Studentships, and from the latest list 
of awards of \Nhitworth scholarships, there is little 
prospect of success for any candidate who has not 
been educated in a Dockyard school, particularly for 
scholarships in engineering subjects. Thus, there 
were seventy-one competitors for Group A (Engin
eering) for Royal Scholarships and Free Studentships 
in the 1925 examination, and each of the eleven 
successful candidates was a Dockyard apprentice. 
In the other groups-physics, chemistry, biology, and 
geology-all the successful candidates were from 
schools and colleges not in the Dockyards. Nearly all 
the Whitworth scholars in the last list were from the 
Dockvard schools, and so it has been for several 
years: This must be discouraging to teachers and 
students in other technical schools and colleges, and 
we suggest that the Board of Education might well 
give attention to the matter with the view of arriving 
at a more equitable adjustment of the awards. It 
was never intended that Royal and \Vhitworth 
Scholarships should be a special reserve for students 
in such institutions as H.M. Dockyards, where 
exceptional opportunities of preparing for them are 
enjoyed, both as regards the advantage of being 
given school time in working hours and as regards the 
practical and theoretical instruction afforded. 
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