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The particular genus which Mr. Maiden studied most 
intensively was that almost exclusively Australian one 
-Eucalyptus-and he added very many new species 
to the list previously known, his field of investigation 
extending all over Australia. By his enthusiasm and 
energy he formed the present Herbarium at the 
Sydney Botanic Gardens, one of the finest in the 
southern hemisphere, and made many personal journeys 
in the various States for material to enrich his collec
tions. He also, at considerable trouble, obtained type 
specimens which were collected in Australia in the 
early days, but had been housed in herbaria in other 
parts of the world, including some collected by Sir 
Joseph Banks in 1770. 

Perhaps Mr. Maiden's greatest work in the field of 
botanical research is his " Critical Revision of the Genus 
Eucalyptus," of which sixty-four parts have already 
appeared and others are going through the press. 
Another valuable publication is the " Forest Flora of 
New South Wales," of which seventy-seven parts have 
been issued. Other publications included " Illustrated 
Flowering Plants and Ferns of New South Wales" and 
" Useful Native Plants of Australia." He made 
numerous contributions on various subjects to the 
Agricultural Gazette of New South Wales, and the 
service he has rendered in the interest of forestry in 
this State has been very great. 

Mr. Maiden was honorary secretary of the Royal 
Society of New South Wales for twenty-two years, and 
president in 1896 and 19n; president of the New 
South Wales Horticultural Society for twenty years 
and of the Horticultural Association for eighteen years, 
as well as president of the Linnean Society of New 
South Wales and the Royal Australian Historical 
Society, in each case for two years. He was a man 
full of energy, and one of the most outstanding features 
of his activities was his industry. He never seemed 
to tire of writing up and placing on record any scientific 
facts which made for the advancement of knowledge, 
his contribution to the Royal Society of New South 
Wales being forty-five papers, the last having been 
presented in 1925, while his papers to the Linnean 
Society of New South Wales amounted to ninety-five. 
He entertained a very high regard for Sir Joseph Banks, 
whom he styled " The Father of Australia," and his 
biography of Sir Joseph, written chiefly for the purpose 
of raising funds for a memorial to that great botanist, 
is . considered to be a classic. Mr. Maiden was one of 
the chief originators of the National Wattle Day 
Celebration in the Commonwealth, which has for its 
object the cultivation of an Australian national senti
ment, while keeping in view that this country forms 
part of the British Empire. 

In 1915 Mr. Maiden was awarded the Linnean Medal 
by the Linnean Society of London, this being the first 
occasion upon which this medal had been won by an 
Australian. He was elected a fellow of the Linnean 
Society in 1888, and in 1916 was honoured by having 
the Imperial Service Order conferred upon him, and 
also by being elected a fellow of the Royal Society. 
In 1921 he was offered the presidency ofthe Australasian 
Association for the Advancement of Science, but de
clined it for health reasons, and in 1922 was awarded 
the Mueller Medal by that body, of which he was 
honorary secretary for fourteen years; in 1924 he 
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gained the Clarke Memorial Medal awarded by the 
Royal Society of New South Wales. 

Mr. Maiden ranks among the half-dozen leading 
pioneering botanists who have contributed so much to 
our knowledge of the unique Australian flora, and for 
many years was regarded as the doyen of Australian 
botanists. He served as an inspiration to very many 
science students, probably more than ever will be 
known, and as some evidence of the affection and 
esteem in which he was held by his colleagues in 
science he was, in 1916, presented with his portrait in 
oils. In addition to the amount of scientific work 
which he carried out as the result of his own investiga
tions, he was an outstanding benefactor to scientific 
progress generally, and being a born organiser added 
great strength to those societies which were reached by 
his influence. Truly it may be said of him that he 
left the world richer for his labours, and his life was 
filled with greatness, nobility and sincerity. 

R. H. CAMBAGE. 

WE regret to learn from the Chemiker-Zeitung of 
the death of Dr. Erich Krause, director of the labora
tories of the Wood Carbonisation Co. of Constance. 
Krause was born at Weissenfels and educated at Leipzig 
and Vienna. At Vienna he became assistant to Prof. 
Skraup, in conjunction with whom much of his original 
work was published. The researches were partly in 
organic chemistry and partly in physical chemistry and 
were concerned mainly with the investigation of pro
teins. In 19II he entered the service of the Holzver
kohlungs-Industrie, when he devoted his energies to the 
perfection of analytical methods, his main results being 
published in the new edition of the well-known work of 
J. Konig, "Die Untersuchung landwirtschaftlich und 
gewerblich wichtiger Stoffe." In collaboration with 
his colleagues he worked out a process for obtaining 
methyl alcohol from natural gas. During the War, 
Krause devoted much time and attention to the prob
lem of finding food-substitutes. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 
Dame Louisa Aldrich-Blake, D.B.E., Dean of the 

London (Royal Free Hospital) School of Medicine for 
Women, one of the first among medical women to 
practise general surgery, on December 28, aged sixty 
years. 

Prof. Matthew Curry, formerly professor of engi
neering at King's College, London, on December 29, 
aged seventy-four years. 

Dr. C. Gessard, of the Institut Pasteur, Paris, who 
isolated a pyocyanic bacillus from pus in 1882, and 
was also known for his work on oxydases and on 
bacteria generally. 

Dr. J. G. M'Kendrick, F.R.S., emeritus professor 
of physiology in the University of Glasgow, on 
January 2, aged eighty-four years. 

Prof. Alfred Perot, professor of physics in the 
Ecole Polytechnique, Paris, and president of the 
Commission de Metrologie, on November 27, aged 
sixty-two years. 

Sir R. Douglas Powell, Bart., K.C.V.O., physician 
in ordinary to the King, president of the Royal College 
of Physicians in 1905· 10, and formerly president of 
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical, the Clinical and 
Medical Societies, on December 15, aged eighty-three 
years. 


	WE regret to announce the following deaths :



