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MR. R. B. SEAGER. 

WE much regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Richard B. Seager, the well-known American archreolo
gist and explorer. According to a message from Sir 
Arthur Evans in the Times of May 14, Mr. Seager was 
taken ill suddenly while on the voyage from Egypt to 
Crete. He was landed unconscious at Candia, and died 
soon afterwards on May 12. Mr. Seager's achievements 
as an archreologist won for him a high place in studies 
connected with the Eastern Mediterranean, and he is 
probably to be regarded as one of, if not the most, dis
tinguished of the archreologists from the United States 
who have been connected with the work of the American 
School at Athens. His excavations in Eastern Crete 
led to a series of discoveries which revealed much fresh 
material bearing on the earliest culture of the island, 
and afforded evidence of the state of the arts, as well 
as of the technology and artistic characteristics of the 
jewelry, lapidary work, etc., in that early phase of the 
development of Cretan civilisation. 

In his telegram, Sir Arthur Evans alludes to the 
remarkable flair which inspired Mr. Seager's excava
tions in Eastern Crete. This will be admitted by all 
who have any knowledge of his work; but he gave 
ample evidence in his publications that he possessed a 
sound judgment which, in a sense, was no less remark
able. His published work included three substantial 
records of his excavations. The first, describing his 
excavations at Pseira in Crete, was published at 
Philadelphia in 1910. This was followed by an account 

of his excavations at Mochlos, published by the 
American School in 1912, while in 1916 he published a. 
report on his work at the Cemetery of Pachyammos, 
Crete, as one of the Anthropological Publications of the 
University of Pennsylvania. Mr. Seager's personal 
character and charm won for him many friends, by whom 
his loss is deeply mourned. 

A MESSAGE from the Beirut correspondent of the 
Times announces the deaths, in a motor-car accident, 
of Dr. N. V. C. Lothian, Dr. Samuel Darling, and Mlle. 
Besson, members of the League of Nations Malaria 
Committee. During the War, Dr. Lothian was Deputy
Assistant Director of Medical Services in the Near East, 
where he was employed mainly on anti-malarial work, 
and since then he has been with the League of Nations. 
Dr. Darling was connected with the Rockefeller 
Foundation for medical research. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 

M. Stanislas Meunier, honorary professor in the 
National Museum of Natural History, Paris, and 
author of numerous works on the earth, comparative 
and experimental geology and on meteorites, aged 
eightv-one. 

Dr~ G. L. Spenser, chemist to the Cuban-American 
Sugar Co. since 1906, and formerly chief of the 
Sugar Laboratory of the U.S. Bureau of Chemistry 
on March 23, aged sixty-six. 

Current Topics and Events. 

IN replying to the debate initiated by Lord Olivier 
in the House of Lords on May 20, on certain questions 
of land and labour policy in Kenya Colony, Lord 
Balfour, the Lord President of the Council, took 
occasion to make an announcement of the highest 
importance, going far beyond the particular problems 
of Kenya. After referring to the chapter on research 
in the report of the Ormsby-Gore Commission on 
East Africa, Lord Balfour pointed out that "what 
we want is some machinery by which the larger 
problems which we now see are presented to us by 
this vast area in East Africa, and other problems from 
other parts of our Empire may be more conveniently 
considered in their entirety." He went on to say: 
"His Majesty's Government are of the opinion that 
some institution bearing some resemblance to the 
Committee of Imperial Defence might be set up for 
dealing with the purely civilian problems which are 
becoming more and more insistent in connexion with 
imperial development." 

FROM statements made by Lord Balfour and Mr. 
Baldwin, the Prime Minister, it appears that the 
Government has decided to set up a Committee of 
Imperial Research comparable with the Committee 
of Imperial Defence. This new body will not only 
be an instrument for acquiring new and needed 
knowledge, but it will also act as a clearing house 
of information and as a central co-ordinating organisa
tion, in connexion with the larger problems-economic, 
racial, scientific-affecting the whole Empire and on 
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the solution of which the future development of the 
Empire must depend. Like the Committee of 
Imperial Defence, the new institution will perform 
no executive action of itself ; it will be the direct 
creation of the Prime Minister; it will advise the 
Cabinet and provide the machinery for examining 
problems with which there is at present no depart
mental method of dealing. That, in the barest 
outline, is the Government scheme. 

IT is obvious that a step of first-class importance 
has been taken and that the potentialities for good 
of the Committee of Imperial Research can scarcely 
be exaggerated. What has been done and is to be 
done is something far greater than to add a mere 
annexe to the structure of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. Already, as was pointed 
out in a leading article in NATURE on November 15, 
1924, the work of that department has made a good 
beginning in the evolution of a national scientific 
policy. The creation of the Committee of Imperial 
Research is the first necessary step in the develop
ment of an imperial scientific policy-imperial in 
that it is to take into view the needs of the whole 
Empire ; scientific in its widest sense, embracing, 
not merely the application of all branches of science, 
as needed, to the varying problems presented by the 
different parts of the Empire, but also the methods 
and outlook of science. If from the start the members 
of this new Committee take a wide view and a far 
horizon, it may well turn out that more will be done 
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