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in 1922 he endowed the University of Cambridge with 
funds for establishing a special annual lecture in that 
subject. 

In 1888 Ball published " A Short History of Mathe
matics," which reached a sixth edition in 1915. It 
contains, along with short biographies of the more 
prominent mathematicians, an interesting and well
written account of the development of the subject 
from the earliest times to the end of the nineteenth 
century. In 1889 the general history was followed by 
a " History of the Study of Mathematics at Cambridge," 
which, in addition to the information suggested by 
the title, contains an account of the general scheme of 
education at the University in medieval times and 
explains how this gave rise to the modern system of 
honours examinations with t heir curious name Tripos. 
He was especially interested in the works of Newton, 
and besides a paper on "Newton's Classification of 
Cubic Curves," printed in the Proceedings of the London 
Mathematical Society (vol. 22 , 1891), he published 
in 1893 "An Essay on Newton's Principia." It is 
interesting to learn from the essay, along with more 
important information, that we may still repeat the 
story of Newton and the apple; br it appears to have 
been told by persons well acquainted with Newton, 
one of whom was vice-president of the Royal Saciety 
at the time when Newton himself was president. In 
1892 appeared the " Mathematical RecreatiJns and 
Problems," which is perhaps the best known of Ball's 
books, as it reached a tenth ed iti0n in 1922. The 
subj ect was a congenial one, for it was his hobby to 
collect information about all kinds of tricks, puzzles, 
and paradoxes, and a small book on "String Figures," 
which he published later, was another illustratiJn of 
thi > habit of mind. 

Ball 's later publications deal mainly with the history 
of the University and Trinity College. They include 
"Cambridge Notes," "Cambridge Papers." a short 
monograph on Trinity College, an account of the King 's 
Scholars and King's Hall, and a "History of the First 
Trinity Boat Club." He was also engaged for many 
years in editing, with the assistance of Mr. J. A. Venn, 
the five large volumes which contain the "Admissions 
to Trinity College, Cambridge." · 

The record of Ball 's literary work is a lengthy one, 
but it only represents a part of his activity, for he was 
able to get through an immense amount of work. He 
took his full share (and something more) of administra
tive work both in his College and in the University, 
and for the last twenty years of his life he was one 
of the University representatives on the Town Council 
of Cambridge. His judgment was sound, and his 
advice was often sought and freely given. He was a 
warm friend, a delightful companion, and a courteous 
opponent, whose temper could not be ruffled . He had 
an especial sympathy with young people, which he 
ret ained to the last ; for the same number of the 
Cambridge Review which contains his obituary notice 
contains also a full account of his speech a t the 
centenary dinner of the First Trinity Boat Club. 
His full and active life came to an end on April 4· 

WE regret t o announce the following deaths: 
Father A. L. Cortie, 5.]. , Director of Stoneyhurst 

College Observatory, and Director of the Solar Section 
of the British Astronometrical Association from r9oo 
until 1910, on M3.y 13, aged sixty-six. 

Mr. H. Ling Roth, for many keeper of the 
Bankfield .Museum, Halifax, Yorkshire, on M3.y 12, 
aged sevent y-one. 

Current Topics and Events. 
Co:-<GRATULATIONS are due to Sir George Taubman 

Goldie, K.C . .M.G .. F.R.S. (elected 1902), who entered on 
his eightieth year on .May 20. He is held in honour as 
the founder of Nigeria, the first Governor of which, Sir 
Frederick Lugard, appointed in 1914, was his friend 
and co-helper. Goldie made acquaintance with the 
wild Niger districts in 1877, when little more than 
thirty vears of age, but earlier he had acquired a con
siderable knowledge of the African continent, which 
stood him in good stead when new possibilit ies loomed 
on the horizon . To add to the British E mpire the 
tracts of the lower and middle Niger, a lready more or 
less penetrated by British traders, became Goldie's 
creative purpose. The introduction of ordered sway 
by chartered companies was an early conception, and 
some united efforts were made. In 1881 he sought to 
obtain a charter from the Imperial Government, but 
there were difficulties. In r884 he succeeded in buy
ing out the French traders, and the year 1886 saw the 
est ablishment of the R.oyal Niger Company, with Lord 
Aberdare as Governor and himself as Vice-Governor. 
The Germans, led by Prince Bismarck, were markedly 
ant agonistic to all schemes. However, Goldie's efforts 
to obtain treaties with the numberless chiefs were 
eminently successful, and ultimately the British 
sphere was recognised . In 1900 the Company trans-
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!erred its territories to the British Government, and by 
1903 British sovereignty was acknowledged. Sir 
George was made a privy councillor in 1898. In 1905 
he was elected president of the Royal Geographical 
Society, holding office for three years. He is an 
Hon. D .C.L. (Oxon.) and LL.D. (Camb.), honours con
ferred in 1897. 

LORD BIRKENHEAD, in presenting the triennial gold 
medal of the Royal Asiatic Society t o Prof. A. H. 
Sayee at a meeting of the Society held on May 12, paid 
·a n eloquent tribute to the value of the work on the 
arch::eology of the East which Prof. Sayee has now 
pursued continuously ever since 1870. He referred to 
P rof. Sayee's edition of Herodotus, which, as he said, 
might well have engaged the life of most men, and 
point ed out that the great new linguistic studies in the 
East to which he passed on restlessly and insatiably, 
have proved of great intellectual consequence. Prof. 
Sayee and other scholars like him have rendered a 
service to Great Britain which is scarcely ever ade
quately measured, and never adequately rewarded, 
by their contemporaries . \Vhile the discoveries and 
sophistication of the West are not denied to the Easl, 
the reading of the incalculable minds of the East is a 
fundamentally more difficult task; but; it has been 
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