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The Southampton Meeting of the British Association. 
British Association is about to issue the pre

liminary programme of its annual meeting, 
which will be held in Southampton on August z6-
September 2 inclusive under the presidency of D.r. 
Horace Lamb, lately professor c.£ mathematics in the 
University of Manchester. Southampton, which the 
Association has not visited since r88z, is one of the 
most interesting centres in the south of England for 
a meeting of this· kind . Its University College will 
house several sections of the Association, and affords 
an example of a great educational institution in the 
making. The town itself is a focal point of overseas 
communications, arid with this feature and the raiiway 
cen tenary of the present year in view, the programme 
gives special attention to various aspects of transport. 
This will form the subject of two days' discussion in 
the sections of economics and engineering jointly, while 
Sir Archibald Denny, as president of the engineering 
section, will give an <.ddress upon fifty years' evolution 
in naval architecture ar:d marine enginee1ing, and an 
evening lecture will be given by Mr. R. V. Southwell 
on aeronautical problems of the past and of the future . 

Among other addresses, that to the physical section 
by its president, Dr. G. C. Simpson, Director of the 
Meteorological Office, will deal with "The New Idea 
in :Meteorology." The address by !'vir. A. R . Hinks, 
secretary of the Royal Geographical Society, as presi
dent of the geographical section, will be concerned 
with the science and art of map-making, a subject 
appropriate to the town which is the home of the 
Ordnance Survey. Prof. A. V. Hill, presiding over the 
physiological section, will speak on the physiological 
basis of athletic records, and this section and that of 
psychology will jointly discuss the acquisition of 
muscular skill. Mr. Tate Regan, in the chair of the 
zoology section , will deal with "Organic Evolution : 
Facts and Theories." Dr. \V. vV. Vaughan, headmaster 
of Rugby, will address the education section on " The 
Warp and the Woof in Education." The sectional 
presidents again inch:de a lady, Miss Lynda Grier, 
principal of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and a dis
tinguished economist, who will t ake " The Meaning of 
Wages " as the subject of her address to the section 
of economics. The speakers and subjects for other 
presidential addresses are : Prof. C. H. Desch on the 
chemistry of solids; Prof. W. A. Parks, of Toronto , 
on the cultural aspects of geology; Dr. T. Ashby on 

practical engineering in ancient Rome ; Prof. C. Spear
man on the mental law of diminishing returns ; Prof. 
J. Lloyd Williams on the phreophycere and their prob
lems ; and Dr. J. B. Orr on the inorganic elements in 
animal nutrition. Sectional lectures already announced 
are by Mr. J. E. Barnard, on the observation of the 
infinitesimally small, and by Dr. D. H. Scott, on some 
points in the geological history of plants. 

The many subjects already entered for discussion in 
the sections include the cost of farming and the market
ing of agricultural produce ; health in schools ; the 
functional significance of size ; the ignition of gases ; 
the botanical geography of tidal lands ; variations in 
gravitational force and direction; and recent investiga
tions in the modern psychological field of vocational 
guidance. 

The scientific interests of Southampton and its 
neighbourhood are exceptionally varied and attractive 
to visiting members, including the geographical and 
economic position of the town itself, the botanical 
study of the New Forest, the archreological features of 
Stonehenge, Winchester, and other sites, and the geo
logical complexities both of the mainland and of the 
Isle of Wight. General excursions will be arranged to 
these and to other points, including a visit to the 
Channel Islands after the meeting, if there be sufficient 
demand ; and particular scientific interests will be met 
by sectional excursions, such as the special visit of an 
anthropological party to Stonehenge, and inspections 
of the anti-gas school and diving"tender at Portsmouth 
and the aerodrome at Gosport which are being arranged 
on behalf of the physiological section. 

The Association is maintaining its policy of attracting 
junior scientific workers to its meetings by making it 
possible for them to attend at a minimum cost, and as 
before has invited certain universities and colleges to 
nominate selected science students to " exhibitions " 
enabling them to participate in the meeting without 
expense to themselves. 

The programme indicates that the Local Executive 
Committee for the meeting will make every endeavour 
to assis t visiting members to obtain hotel, lodging, or 
hostel accommodation, and a form is provided on 
which they may indicate their wishes. A large attend
ance is hoped for , especially as the opportunity for 
reunion was denied to many members last year by the 
fact that the meeting was held in Canada. 

0 bi tu ary. 
M R. W. W. RousE BALL. 

W ALTER WILLIAM ROUSE BALL was born in 
London on August 14, r8so, and was educated 

at University College School and afterwards at Uni
versity College. He was primarily a mathematician, 
but his studies were not confined to one subject, for 
besides gaining the gold medal for mathematics in the 
M.A. examination of the University of London, he ob
tained a first-class in mental and moral science in the 
final honours examination for the B.A. degree in r86g . 
He commenced residence at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
in r87o and graduated as second wrangler and first 
Smith's prizeman in 1874. He was called to the bar, 
and although he did not practise, he published a 
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"Student's Guide to the Bar," which ran through 
many editions. He was elected a fe llow of Trinity 
College in r87 5, and was a mathematical lecturer at 
the College from r878 until 1905. He also held the 
post of tutor from r893 until rgos, an office for which 
he was admirably qualified by his methodical habits, 
his sense of justice, and his wide sympathies. 

With the exception of a few short papers Ball's 
published work on mathematics relates to the history 
of the subject, and appeared between the years r888 
and 1893. It stopped abruptly when he became tutor, 
and although afterwards he wrote again, he directed 
his attention to new subjects. But that he still 
retained his interest in mathematics was shown when 
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