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basis, but also to visualise the problem of radium 
therapy in cancer in all its complexity and yet not 
be baffled by it. 

For some years it has been recognised that rodent 
ulcer is a disease very amenable to this form of 
therapy, and this is confirmed in the data before us. 
Of later years, the value of radium in cancer of the 
cervix uteri has been maintained, and there is a 
considerable mass of evidence in this report which 
substantiates the claim. In cancer of the breast, 
the data show an increasing use of radium combined 
with surgical operation, but the full value of this 
combination depends largely upon the nature of the 
surgical operation and the extent to which it is 
possible to insert the radium at places of likely 
extension of the disease. We gather from the report 
that the results obtained by the use of radium in 
malignant disease of the mouth, jaw, or throat, 
continue in most cases to be disappointing. This 
appears to be chiefly due to local anatomical and 
surgical difficulties rather than to any specific 
resistance of the tumours themselves. 

Non-malignant conditions have also been in
vestigated. It is satisfactory to find in the reports 
from three independent centres, a practical uni-

formity in the dose of radium employed in the 
treatment of uterine fibromata and of menorrhagia, 
and an equal measure of success in the results. 

Recognising that progress in therapy is largely 
dependent upon collateral researches, the Medical 
Research Council, through its Radiology Committee, 
has, from the inception of this scheme, supported 
such researches which have so far been of physical 
or biological character. Sir Ernest Rutherford 
reports upon the disintegration of the elements by 
means of alpha rays. 

Researches of a biological character are separately 
detailed as having been carried out by Mr. Timbrell 
Fisher in osteo-arthritis, by Dr. J. C. Mottram on 
changes in the intestinal tract resulting from radia
tion, and by Prof. S. Russ upon the determination of 
lethal doses of radiation for animal tumours. 

The publication as a whole is worth serious study, 
for it is a finger-post along the road of treatment in 
malignant disease. While there are no extravagant 
claims made for it, it cannot be doubted that radium 
is a valuable instrument in the treatment of cancer 
and other diseases, and we look with confidence to 
the results which these investigations may provide in 
the near future. 

Chemistry in India 
success which has attended the inauguration 

of the Indian Science Congress, and the great 
increase in the amount of new work in chemistry 
which has occurred in the Indian Empire during the 
past ten years, has led to the establishment of an 
Indian Chemical Society, under the presidency of 
Sir P. C. Ray, with offices at 92 Upper Circular Road, 
Calcutta; the first number of the Quarterly Journal 
of the Society has now appeared. 

Hitherto, chemical papers emanating from India 
have been published either in the Journals of the 
Chemical Societies of London or America, or in one or 
other of the larger continental publications. The 
disadvantages attaching to this procedure became 
more and more obvious as the volume of new work 
increased, because the older Journals are becoming 
over-burdened, and the need for economy of space 
necessitated frequent correspondence between authors 
and editors, entailing grave loss of time in the cases of 
countries so far distant as India. 

Apart, therefore, from the pleasure with which all 
British chemists will welcome this national effort on 
the part of India, there will be general agreement 
among them that the scheme of decentralisation of 
publications within the British Empire which it 
implies is the only one which can lead to the rapid and 
adequate publication of new knowledge and tend 
ultimately to the real advancement of chemistry. 
Optimists may dream of the time when there will be 

one Chemical Society and one Chemical Journal for all 
the English-speaking races, but until the transporta
tion of matter can be accomplished with a velocity 
approaching that of light, distance must always act 
as an obstacle to any such plan, however desirable 
it may be. 

The new Journal is a welcome illustration of the 
development which has taken place in Indian 
chemistry during recent years. There are thirteen 
papers, and only one of these is published under 
English names. The remaining papers are published 
by Indians and come from all parts of the Indian 
Empire. Four of them emanate from the College 
of Science, Calcutta, and this is as it should be, 
because, for many years past, this Institution has 
been the backbone of chemical research in India. 
The other communications come from Allahabad, 
Baroda, Dacca, Cuttack, Benares, and Madras, and 
constitute a series of which the organising committee 
and editor have every reason to be proud. 

The Journal is well printed, and doubtless the 
structural formul<e, which seem, at times, to have 
given the printer some trouble, will improve with 
experience. Older chemists with impaired eyesight 
will probably quarrel with the colour of the cover, 
the printing on which is most difficult to read, but 
these are minor points and do not detract from the 
value of what is essentially a most creditable and 
important production. J. F. T. 

The Ross Barrier. 
J N a paper to the Royal Geographical Society on 

January 19, Mr. C. S. Wright gave an account of 
the Ross Barrier and the mechanism of ice movement. 
There is now little doubt that the barrier is bounded 
by high land on all sides except the north, although 
the ranges between Edward Land and the Maud ranges 
have still to be discovered. The area of this ice sheet 
may be given as approximately 15o,ooo square miles. 
Ample proof is forthcoming that the seaward edge of 
the barrier is afloat, although it is probably aground 
at the site of Amundsen's winter quarters east of 
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the Bay of Whales. Observations have proved that 
the slope of the barrier is very slight and this must be 
interpreted as evidence that the barrier is afloat even 
quite close to its southern edge. 

The barrier movement is compounded of the result 
due to the thrust of glaciers from the plateau on the 
west, south -and east, and movement due to the 
flattening and outward extension of a thick mass of 
ice under its own weight. Mr. Wright gave evidence 
in support of the view that these two causes are 
Toughly of equal importance. If no movement were 
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