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University and Educational Intelligence. 
CAMBRIDGE.-The Sedgwick Prize has been awarded 

to Mr. H. Hamshaw Thomas, fellow of Downing 
College. 

Mr. C. T. R. Wilson, fellow of Sidney Sussex 
College, university reader in electrical meteorology, 
and observer in meteorological physics at the Solar 
Physics Observatory, has been elected to the Jack
sonian professorship of natural philosophy. 

OxFoRo.-It is expected that in the course of the 
present term, which began on January 19, much 
progress will be made with the final settlement of 
College Statutes, which are now before the Univer
sities Commission. 

The Romanes Lecture for 1925 will be delivered 
by Sir William Bragg in the Sheldonian Theatre on 
Wednesday, May 20, at 5.30 P.M. Sir William's 
lecture will be on" The Crystalline State." 

PROF. ANDREAS VON ANTROPOFF, of the Technische 
Hochschule, Karlsruhe, has been offered the chair 
of physical chemistry at the Chemical Institute in 
the University of Bonn. 

AccoRDING to a message from the Toronto corre
spondent of the Times, the will of the late Mr. D. A. 
Dunlap includes bequests of 5o,oool. to Victoria 
University, one of the constituent colleges of the 
University of Toronto, and 2o,oool. to the University 
of Toronto for medical resources. 

MR. F. J. HARLOW has been appointed principal of 
the Wigan and District Mining and Technical College, 
in succession to Mr. S. C. Laws, who has become 
principal of the Northampton Polytechnic Institute, 
London. Mr. Harlow has been, for the past four 
years, principal of the Blackburn Municipal Technical 
College. He is a B.Sc. (Physics, 1st class honours) of 
the University of London and an associate of the 
Royal College of Science, and he also holds the 
diploma (by research) of the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology. 

PRoF. H . E. ARMSTRONG, addressing the students 
of the Stoke-on-Trent evening schools on January 8, 
protested vigorously against the unpractical character 
of the teaching in English schools. " School, in the 
main, is but the means of keeping children occupied 
and ignorant up to a certain age : there is no conscious 
logical method behind it." Hence it is that our 
commercial men and leaders of industry are ill
informed, and manual dexterity is going from us 
owing to our slavish use of machinery. To prate of 
the value of the study of the humanities while we 
welter in ignorance of the world about us, and the 
public remains incapable of appreciating and using 
the vast achievement of scientific workers for its 
intellectual development, Prof. Armstrong stigmatised 
as " pure Pecksniffery." If the Potteries are to be 
capable of meeting the coming competition of Ger
many, the type of teacher required is the enthusiast 
for " Beauty in its many forms, one of which, and 
the greatest, is Truth," with power to kindle the 
imagination of pupils and other Thence 
will come capacity for producing work of beauty and 
value which will therefore attract. The number of 
students enrolled for the current session in the Stoke
on-Trent evening schools reaches the respectable total 
of 5700, including more than a thousand in the Art 
Schools arid 6oo in the Central School of Science and 
Technology, which, by the · way, is extending its 
pottery course, for students who have completed a 
secondary school curriculum, from three to four years. 
It has a separately organised research department, 
with a staff of eight investigators. 

NO. 2882, VOL. I IS] 

Early Science at the Royal Society. 
January 25, 1664/5. In order to see, whether the 

compression of the air caused the extinction of fire, 
there was put a lamp into the condensing engine ; 

a great quantity of air being crowded into it, 
1t was found, that the lamp burht in that compressed 
air .about 15 ; . whereas in the uncompressed 
a1r m the same engme, 1t burnt not above 3 minutes.
It was ordered that at the next meeting an experiment 
should be made, of filling a vessel with smoke, to see, 
whether a candle put into it would burn as long therein, 
as it would do in the same air without smoke. 

x67I/2. Mr. Oldenburg read a letter from Mr. 
Newton from Cambridge, of a way of preparing a fit 
metalline matter for reflecting concaves. "I desire," 
he says, "that in your next letter you would inform 
me, for what time the Society continue their weekly 
meetings; because if they continue them for any 
time, I am purposing them, to be considered of and 

an account of a philosophical discovery, 
wh1ch mduced me to the making of [my] telescope; 
and I doubt not but will prove much more grateful 

the communication of .that instrument, being, 
m my Judgment, the oddest, lf not the most consider
able detection, which hath hitherto been made in 
the operations of nature.'' 
January 26, x67ojx. Mr. Oldenburg produced some 

?f the rock-salt lately digged up in Cheshire, mention
mg that the workmen had bored three yards into it. 
That an hot fire makes the salt crack and fly like bags 
of kelp. That hot water dissolves it speedily, and 
cold slowly: that being pulverised it is a very strange 
salt, and the brown, that is free from mixture full 
as sharp as the white. 
January 27, x663/4· Ordered-That the president 

move this day the Society to appoint a committee 
of physicians, who are fellows of the Society, constantly 
to consider, what is necessary to be prosecuted in 
anatomy and surgery.-That the porter be allowed 
three pounds a year for his constant attendance, to 
be paid him quarterly. 

x669/7o. Mr. Oldenburg read the paper concerning 
Cassini's pretended new method, geometrical i:ind 
direct, of finding the apogees and excentricities of the 
motion of the planets : after which he moved, that 
it might be inquired into, whether the like method 
had not been already found out in England. Where
upon Mr. Mercator, having considered this matter 
in private, produced a paper of his, which shewed, 
that this very thing was founded upon what Dr. 
Seth Ward, now lord bishop of Salisbury, had 
demonstrated in his " Astronomia geometrica " 
published in 1656. This paper was read, and being 
found to be the d emonstration of this alleged invention 
of Cassini, printed as such in the French ] ournal des 
Syavans of September 2, 1669, it was thought proper, 
that the narrative of the truth of this matter should 
be published in the Philosophical Transactions. 
January 28, x662 j 3. Mr. Hooke made the experiment 

of shutting up in an oblong glass a burning lamp and 
a chick ; and the lamp went out within two minutes, 
the chick remaining alive, and lively enough.-Mr. 
Matthew W!en gave an account of a . carp kept a 
whole week m a cellar out of the water, and fed with 
moistened bread, wetting the gills of it once or twice 
a day. Dr. Croune was put in mind to make this 
experiment, as he had formerly promised. 

x668 j9. The copies of Mons. Huygen's theory of 
motion were d elivered, one to Dr. ¥hen, and another 
to Mr. Colwall. 
January 30, x66ofx. Being the day of fast and 

humiliation for the death of King Charles I. there 
was no meeting of the Society. 
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