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Prof. Millikan to conclude that the electrons possess 
inverse-square-law fields of force at orbital distances. 
The detailed account of this work has not yet been 
published, and will be awaited with keen interest by 
all physicists. It may be noted that Prof. Millikan 
comments unfavourably on the static atom, which he 
calls the " loafer electron theory," to express in brief 
the conception of " electrons sitting around on dry 
goods boxes at every corner, ready to shake hands 
with, or hold on to, similar loafer electrons in other 
atoms." He also objects to the term "proton," 
preferring " positive electron." 

PROF. FREDERICK SODDY, professor of chemistry 
in the University of Oxford, has been elected a 
foreign member of the Reale Accademia Nazionale 
dei Lincei of Rome. 

PROF. A. S. EDDINGTON, Plumian professor of 
astronomy and experimental philosophy in the 
University of Cambridge, has been elected an honorary 
member of the American Astronomical Society. 

IT is stated in the Times that a French pilot, 
Lieutenant Thoret, has made a record gliding flight 
at the aerodrome of Les Alpilles, near St. Remy-en
Provence. He remained in the air with the engine 
of his machine stopped for g hr. 8 min . The previous 
record was held by a German airman, who was in the 
air for 8 hr. 42 min. 

FoR the past year, Dr. J. J . Simpson, Keeper of 
Zoology in the National Museum of \Vales, Cardiff, 
has given a weekly chat on some natural history 
subject from the British Broadcasting Company's 
studio in Cardiff. He has dealt in one series with 
British mammals, and these are to be published 
shortly in book form by the Sheldon Press. He has 
now started a new series on " Romances of Natural 
History," and has already dealt with " The Eel," 
"Aquaria," "Sticklebacks, " "The Honey Bee," 
"The Tadpole," "Our British Reptiles and Am
phibians, etc.," and will, during the next few weeks, 

talk on" The Mayfly," "The Sponge,"" The Salmon," 
"The Lamprey," etc. It is noteworthy that the 
Cardiff station was the first to inaugurate a series 
of such talks, and from the correspondence received 
it is evident that they are stimulating a wide interest 
in natural history. It was inevitable that such would 
be the case, because the various subjects are dealt 
with in non-technical language, and must appeal to 
a large public both juvenile and adult. 

MR. F. EDWARDS, 83 High Street, Marylebone, 
W.I, has just circulated Catalogue No. 46r (British 
Empire Series, No. 4), containing particulars of nearly 
8oo books, engravings, and drawings relating to 
Africa. Copies are obtainable from the publisher 

1 upon request. 

THE autumn announcement list of Messrs. Edward 
Arnold and Co. contains two memoirs which should 
appeal to readers of NATURE, name! y, '' The Life of John 
William Strutt, Third Baron Rayleigh, O.M.," by his 
son, the present Lord Rayleigh, and" Huia Onslow," 
by his widow, Muriel Onslow. Lord Rayleigh over 
a long period was a frequent contributor to NATURE, 
and a short series of articles on " The Iridescent 
Colours of Insects " by Mr. Onslow appeared in our 
columns not long before his death. 

AMONG the autumn announcements of Messrs. 
Long mans and Co. is a book by Prof. S. J. Hickson 
entitled "An Introduction to the Study of Recent 
Corals," in which attention will be given to the 
structure by which corals capture and digest their 
food, the colours they display in life, and the means 
by which they propagate their kind . A description 
of the structure of the soft parts of the coral and of 
its appearance when alive will b e given wherever 
possible in the description of the genera. 

ERRATUM.-In issue of August 30, p . 302, col. I, 
line 32, for "as well as the study of science, that of 
letters " read " the study of science, as well as that 
of letters." 

Our Astronomical Column. 
ENCKE's CoMET.-This comet was of magnitude 

14 at the end of July, but it has been rapidly approach
ing both sun and earth, and should now be visible 
with ordinary telescopes, especially before September 
IO, as the moon will be troublesome after that date. 
The following ephemeris, for Greenwich midnight, 
is from the B.A.A. Handbook : 

R.A. N. Dec!. log r. log j., 

Sept. 5· 5h. 53'QDI. 36° 46' o·o845 9'9948 
g. 6 21'4 37 10 0·0621 9·9670 

13. 6 53'2 37 7 0'0378 9'9406 
17. 7 28·2 36 28 o·o1 I3 9'9170 

The comet is nearest to the earth on September 
30, and to the sun on October 3r. It is due south 
about 7 A.M., but from its high northern declination 
it is observable in the east shortly after midnight. 
On September 5 it is near 0 Aurig<e, on September 
17 some 4 ° north of Castor. It should be followed 
until about October 20, after which it is incon
veniently near the sun, and rapidly moving south. 

ABSORPTION IN THE ATMOSPHERE.-M. J. Baillaud 
describes, in the Comptes rendus of the Paris Academy 
of Sciences, May 26, observations on the coefficients 
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of transmission of light of different wave-lengths by 
the atmosphere, made at the Pic du Midi Observatory. 
A curve resulted, more or less parallel to that ob
tained by Rosenberg at Gottingen, but with some
what higher values, and agreeing still better with that 
of Abbott and Fowle taken at Mount Wilson. On 
October 21, rgZI, however, the values for small wave
lengths, about 380 were abnormally small, the 
curve running into the normal curve for longer wave
lengths. It was noticed that, although the sky was 
very clear, hoar frost was deposited on the outside 
wall of the observatory, and it is suggested that there 
may be a special absorption band for water vapour 
which has not as yet been observed in the laboratory' 
when it is in the unstable state which precedes con: 
densation. In support of this hypothesis, the observa
tion of Nicho.ls and that the short wave-lengths 
are weaker m proportion to the long ones in light 
from clouds than in that from the clear sky, is brought 
forward. It does not seem possible that the abnormal 
absorption was due to ozone, as the amount of this 
gas required to produce the effect would be some 
seventeen times larger than that normally existing 
in the atmosphere. 
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