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The Toronto Meeting of the British Association. 
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

(From our Toronto Correspondent.) 

THE local f.or. the :roronto visit the Niagara-Grimsby district under the direction 
of the Bnt1sh AssoCiatwn 111 August give of Profs. Coleman and Parks. This excursion is 

promise of an interesting time for visitors from the east limited to sixty participants. If a sufficient number 
side of the Atlantic. Committees have been busily desire, arrangements will be made for another excursion 
engaged with arrangements for local entertainments, to the Pre-Cambrian area in eastern Ontario. This 
sectional excursions, and the mairi excursion through excursion would leave Toronto on the evening of 
western Canada to the Pacific coast, which is to take August 8, and return on the evening of August 10. It 
place after the meeting. It is now possible to give a would afford an opportunity for studying the 
summary of the arrangements which have been made. Laurentian and Grenville formations. 

The main party of visitors from England is expected In the Zoology Section there will be a motor trip on 
to arrive in Quebec on August 2. There they will be the afternoon of August 8 to the Forks of the Credit 
formally and appropriately welcomed, and will spend River; on the afternoon of Monday, August II, a 
a day at Quebec, leaving late in the evening. They motor-launch trip on Lake Ontario for the purpose of 
will arrive in Montreal on the following day, and examining the plankton; and on the afternoon of 
accommodation is being reserved at hotels where August 12 a motor-car excursion to Schomberg Swamp 
visitors will spend a welcome day of rest. On August 4 on the Holland River. 
excursions have been arranged to Macdonald College In the Engineering Section on August 9 the engineers 
and to tile Port of Montreal. A botanical excursion will journey by steamers and cars to various engineering 
has also been arranged. While definite plans have not works, such as the Weiland Canal and the Queenston 
yet been made, it is proposed that the party be divided Power Plant, in the vicinity of Niagara. This excur
in Montreal into two approximately equal groups. One sion will occupy the whole day. On August II they 
of the groups will leave for Ottawa late in the evening will inspect the works of Toronto harbour, making the 
of August 4, and will spend the morning of August 5 tour by boat. 
there, take part in certain official functions and enter- The Psychology Section will make a motor excursion 
tainment, and leave for Toronto at midday. The other to the Ontario Hospital at Whitby on August 9· 
group will go directly from Montreal to Toronto by The botany excursion will visit High Park, Swansea, 
night train on the evening of August 4, arriving in and Humber Valley on the afternoon of August 7· 
Toronto on the Tuesday morning. And from the evening of August 8 to the evening of 

For the social side of the meeting in Toronto, several August ro they will camp in the vicinity of Niagara 
garden parties, receptions, ladies' luncheons, and other Falls and make various excursions to points of interest 
entertainments have been arranged. Among these are to botanists. On the afternoon of August 12, provided 
a recital of Canadian music and the performance of a with footware suitable for wading, they will visit the 
Canadian play in the theatre of Hart House. An Sphagnum Marsh on Holland River, 33 miles north 
exhibition of Canadian paintings will be on view of Toronto, returning to Toronto late in the evening. 
throughout the meeting at the Toronto Art Gallery, The following sectional excursions will take place 
which is five minutes' walk from the University. after the meeting : 

On Thursday, August 14, a general excursion has A pa'rty of geologists, limited to twenty-four, will 
been planned to Niagara Falls. Other excursions to leave for northern Ontario on the evening of August 14 
Niagara Falls and its vicinity will be undertaken by in a special Pullman car, and will spend the following 
sections for their own purposes, and it is suggested that five days at Temagami, Cobalt, Kirkland Lake, and the 
those who wish to go to Niagara primarily to see the Porcupine district. Those geologists who are going 
Falls should take part in this excursion on August 14 on the western excursion will join it on August 19. 
to avoid unnecessarily enlarging the sectional excur- The northern Ontario excursion will be free of any 
sions during the meeting. expense, and members taking part in this and the 

The following sectional excursions have been planned: succeeding botanical excursion will be ·guests of the 
On August 8 the Chemistry Section will visit the Provincial Government of Ontario until they join the 

industrial plants around Niagara Falls, Weiland, and western excursion. 
St, Catharines. On this excursion the chemists will A party of botanists, limited to twenty-five, will also 
spend the night at Niagara Falls. leave on the evening of August 14 for Temagami, and 

The Geology Section will make the following will proceed to the summer station at Bear Island. 
excursions : This excursion, which will entail no expense to the 

On the afternoon of August 7, together with a limited participants, will join the western excursion at Terna
n umber from the Geography Section, they will travel gami early on Monday morning. 
by motor-cars to various points in the vicinity of Members of the Agricultural Section will visit fruit 
Toronto where paheozoic rocks may be seen. The party farms in the Niagara district on August 15. They 
will be under the direction of Prof. Parks, of the will also visit certain stock farms and the Ontario 
University of Toronto, and is limited to fifty. On the Agricultural College at Guelph. They will spend the 
afternoon of August 8, under the direction of Prof. night of August 15 at Guelph and return to Toronto in 
Coleman, they will visit various localities in the vicinity the afternoon or evening of August r6, in time to join 
of Toronto for the purpose of studying glacial pheno- the western excursion. 
mena. This party, which will travel in motor-cars, is The Western Excursion.-This excursion, as has 
limited to seventy-five. On August 9-10 they will already been announced, will journey from Toronto to 
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Vancouver and return. Two trains, half an hour apart, 
will leave Toronto on the evening of August 17. The 
trains will proceed westward by the Canadian National 
and Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railways, and 
return by the_ main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
in time for those sailing from Montreal or Quebec to 
catch their steamers on September 4· An opportunity 
will be afforded to visit mines and concentrators at 
Cobalt, and the mines and mills at Kirkland Lake and 
Timmins. A day will be spent at Winnipeg, a half day 
at Saskatoon. At Saskatoon a meeting of the Chemistry 
Section will be held at the University of Saskatchewan, 
and a new chemical laboratory will be formally opened. 
Another day will be spent in Edmonton, where Sections 
C and K will hold short meetings at the University of 
Alberta. A short visit will be made to Jasper Park. 

Arrived at Vancouver, members desiring to do so 
may visit Victoria by steamer. In Vancouver and its 
vicinity visits will be paid to great saw-mills, salmon 
canneries, and copper mines, and short technical sessions 
will be held at the University of British Columbia. 

A train will leave Vancouver on August 26 and 27 
respectively. The first train will make stops of suitable 

lengths at Glacier, Lake Louise, and Banff, and the 
second at Lake Louise and Banff. From Banff east
ward the trains will travel half an hour apart, and stops 
will be made at Calgary, at Fort William, and at Port 
Arthur, where the grain elevators will be visited. The 
trains will also stop at Sudbury, where the mines and 
smelters of the famous Sudbury nickel region will be 
the last important feature to be studied. 

As has been already announced, the expense for this 
excursion, including sleeping accommodation, will be 
100 dollars return. Meals will be provided on dining
cars. The local committee is endeavouring to get 
especially low rates for meals, but it is unfortunately 
not yet possible to announce what these rates will be. 

Appropriate guides with detailed itineraries have been 
prepared for the western and other excursions, and will 
be issued at the reception room during the meeting. 
It is unfortunate that the demand for space on the 
western excursion has been so great that it will be 
necessary to limit the number of those participating, 
who will be chosen from the list of applicants during 
the meeting. Needless to say, preference will be given 
to overseas visitors. 

0 bit u a ry. 
SIR SYDNEY RussELL-WELLS. 

By the death of Sir Sydney Russell-Wells, which 
happened with tragic suddenness on Monday, 

July 14, the cause of education, and especially of 
university education in London, has suffered a heavy 
loss. With no outstanding scientific achievements to 
his name, no. published work that could be called 
noteworthy, the founder of no scientific school of 
thought, he nevertheless succeeded by dint of courage 
and perseverance in winning a place of honour as a 
friend of educational development and as a. university 
administrator. 

A Londoner by birth, Sir Sydney Russell-Wells 
received a sound training in science at the old Royal 
College of Science and University College, proceeding 
afterwards to St George's Hospital Medical School, 
where he had a distinguished career culminating in the 
passing of the London M.D. in 1895. He held the 
appointment of Senior Physician at the Seamen's 
Hospital, Greenwich, and of Physician at the National 
Heart Hospital. In more recent years, while retaining 
all his interest in general medicine, he tended towards 
specialisation in diseases of the heart, and won a 
reputation as a sound and trustworthy diagnostician. 

But it was in the University of London that Sir 
Sydney Russell-Wells's main interest lay, in the Uni
versity in which he had graduated in science and in 
medicine, and which at the time of his death he repre
sented in Parliament and on the General Medical 
Council. Into the controversies of the University he 
threw himself in his earlier days with keen interest, 
with knowledge, and, it must be added, with zest. 
When, however, an opportunity presented itself of 
rendering service of a positive, constructive kind, he 
was not slow to avail himself of it. To him more than 
to any one is due the existence of the School of 
Commerce in the University, and to him the recogni
tion, tardy but generous, on the part of the City of 
London of the fact that there was a great University 
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in London. When in 1920 he was elected Vice
Chancellor of the University, he set himself deliberately 
to the task of impressing the University upon London, 
and there is no doubt as to ·his success. His methods 
were perhaps open to criticism at times, especially 
among some of the older members of the University, 
but no one doubted his zeal and energy, his passionate 
faith in the future of the University, and his jealousy 
for its rights and premgatives. 

Sir Sydney Russell-Wells's tenure of the office of 
Vice-Chancellor lasted nearly three years, and the 
occupancy of the post undoubtedly broadened his 
experience and enlarged his outlook. He had been a 
doughty exponent of the claims of the external student, 
and while he held consistently to the view that the 
University merely as an examining body was an agency 
for good, closer acquaintance with its teaching work, 
which during his Vice-Chancellorship had enormously 
expanded, filled him with enthusiasm, and he never 
ceased to play the part of reconciler between opposing 
schools of thought. He was also largely responsible 
for the difficult and intricate negotiations which led to 
the acceptance of the Bloomsbury site for the Uni
versity. Much of his work was accomplished under 
great difficulties, for although he was a skilful and 
well-informed conversationalist and most persuasive 
talker, he had no gifts of oratory, and his health, 
never strong, was taxed severely by the strain he put 
upon himself. But he kept grimly on, knowing, as he 
must have known, that he would have to pay the price. 
He died at his work, and his devotion to it and to his 
University will be long remembered by his friends and 
his colleagues. 

AT the moment of going to press, we learn with much 
regret of the death in London on Monday night, July 
21, of Sir William A. Herdman, emeritus professor of 
natural history in the University of Liverpool and 
president in 1920 of the British Association. 
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