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SIR JETHRO TEALL, F.R.S. 

By the death on July 2 of Jethro Justinian 
Teall one of the most noted and revered of hvmg 

geologists has been lost to science. AccoJ:?plished in.all 
branches of geology, he gained a world-wide 
more especially as a pioneer in petrograp.hy, at a time 
when the study of igneous and metamorphic rocks was as 
yet in its infancy. Born on January 5, 1849, he was the 
son of Jethro Teall by his marriage with: Mary, daugh.ter 
of Justinian Hathaway, of Gloucestershire. O_n leavmg 
school he went to St. John's College, Cambndge, and 
by so doing contributed to the of . the 
noted school of geology which was then commg mto 
existence under Bonney's auspices. He was bracketed 
second in the first class of the Natural Science Tripos_in 
1872, and in 1874 was awarded the Sedgwick Prize for 
his researches on the Lower Greensand. He held a 
fellowship at his college from 187 5 until 1879. 

For a few years after taking his Teall was 
engaged in delivering Uni_versity 
but his tastes lay rather m the directiOn of. ?ngmal 
research, more especially as regards the compositiOn and 
origin of igneous rocks of meta
morphism. In such studies Bnt1sh geologists had been 
outpaced by continental.workers, was 
restored by the publicatiOn of Teall s . Bnt1sh 
graphy," a book which not onl_:y farm .advance of Its 
time but was also a classic, and still remams a standard 
work of reference on the subject with which it deals. 
In the preface he alludes briefly to circumstances which 
threatened a tragic termination. " The work 
commenced in February 1866, and completed m 
March 1888. One hundred and sixty-four pages and 
twenty plates were issued to sub?cribers in rr;tonthly 
parts. The issue then ceased, owmg to the failure of 
the publishers, and .I was compel.led take w?rk 
into my own hands m order to fimsh It. A 
which took place between Teall and some of his fnends 
in the Geological Survey, when the fate of the book 
in doubt remains fresh in my memory. It was dis
tasteful press the author to dip so deeply into his own 
pocket as would be necessary to complete the publica
tion, yet it was impossible to co.nteJ?plate the abandon
ing of a work of such outstandmg Importance. In. the 
end he faced the risk of loss, and I have reason to believe 
was eventually recouped by the sales what had 
expended on publication. He had intended t? mclude 
detailed petrographic descriptions of the sedimentary 
rocks and crystalline schists, but though some plates 
were included he was unable to find space for the letter
press. Both 'kinds of rocks have since received much 
attention, but it is a matter for regret that they were not 
dealt with by the same master hand. 

At this time it had become apparent that the whole
time services of a petro(Srapher. were the 
Geological Survey. Assistance m the IdentificatiOn of 
igneous rocks in the field required by surveyors, 
the technical descriptions of such rocks m the MemOirs, 
called for the services of an expert petrographer. At 
the same time the care of the petrographical laboratory 
and the custody of the specimens collected in illustra
tion of the field work, pointed to the necessity of that 
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petrographer possessing businesslike habit?. Sir Archi
bald Geikie Director-General at the t1me, selected 
Teall for post, as now standing in the first rank of 
British petrographers. The appointment was made 
on June 20, 1888, to the lasting benefit .of the service. 
Though the nature of his duties necessitated attendance 
at the office for a large part of the year, the petrographer 
was able himself to take a small share in the surveying. 
Thus Teall was responsible for the mapping of the 
northern part of Raasay, an area occupied by schists 
and intrusive igneous rocks. . . . . 

In 1901, on the retirement of Sir Arch1b.ald Ge1kte, 
Teall was appointed Director of the Geologlcal 
and of the Museum of Practical Geology. The mstJtu
tion had recently come under the consideration of a 
strong committee, the appointment of which had ?een 
strongly pressed for by the staff. The comm1ttee 
included representatives of various Government Depart
ments and of scientific and ·mining interests. The 
recommendations made were sound and practical, and 
the task of giving them effect could not have been 
entrusted to more capable hands than those of the r:ew 
Director. While the public service benefited, the t1me 
available for his own research work was unfortunately 
curtailed. But for his heavy administrative duties, we 
may suppose that "British Petrography" might have 
been completed on the lines originally contemplated. 
In 1914 Teall retired, leaving the as regards 
its work, organisation, and remuneratiOn m a stronger 
position than it had ever before held. In 1901-5 he 
served as a member of the Royal Commission ?n Coal 
Supplies, representing interests ':1th Mr. 
Lapworth as his colleague, unt1l the latter resigned on 
account of ill health. He received a somewhat belated 
honour of knighthood in 1916. . .. 

Teall received honorary degrees from the Umvers1t1es 
of Oxford, Dublin, and St. Andrews. He elected a 
fellow of the Royal Society in 1890 and tw1ce served 
on the Council, once as vice-president. In. he ":as 
president of Section C (Geology) of the Bnt1sh 
tion, and in 1900-2 was of the 
Society of London. From that Soc1ety he received the 
Bigsby Medal in 1889, and its highest honour, the 
Wollaston Medal, in 1905. In 1907 he was a:warded the 
Delesse Prize by the Paris Academy of In 
presenting the Wollaston Medal, the president (J?r. 
Marr) addressed Teall in words which all who knew h1m 
will endorse. "You have ever placed your great store 
of knowledge at the disposal of other workers. How 
much work was thus due to you will never be known 
.. . . but was it known, I can safely aver that would 
be found to have promoted researches concernmg the 
mineral structures of the Earth, to so great an extent 
as to render you doubly deserving of this medal." 

A. STRAHAN. 

SIR HARRY JAMES VEITCH. 

FoR several decades past there has been no 
outstanding figure in the horticultural .wor!d S1r 
Harry Veitch whose death on July 6, m his eighty
fifth year, we' regret to His chief ability was 
his highly developed busmess faculty, for he could 
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lay no claim to scientific distinction, probably not 
even to a taste for science. Nevertheless, during a 
long and honourable career, he did more than any one 
to enrich our gardens with beautiful plants from 
foreign countries, and in that way helped on the cause 
of botanical science very considerably. Whilst his 
primary interest was to introduce to Great Britain 
plants valuable from the trader's point of view, he 
never grudged the time his collectors spent in making 
pure botanical collections of dried material. The 
collections made by his brother, John Gould Veitch, 
in Japan, consisting largely of cones of pines, firs, 
spruces, etc., helped greatly towards the elucidation 
of the coniferous flora of that country, just as, thirty 
years later, did the collections made by Wilson that of 
central and western China. 

Sir Harry had that supreme endowment of the 
business man-the faculty of finding capable assistants 
-and in the long roll of collectors who worked for the 
firm, from William Lobb in r84o to E. H. Wilson in 
1900, there are included many famous names. Scarcely 
less noteworthy were the activities initiated by him 
in the hybridisation of plants. Under his direction, 
the first hybrid orchid was raised, Calanthe Dominii, 
the forerunner of a branch of horticulture that has 
grown to enormous dimensions at the present time. 
Very valuable work, too, was done in the improvement 
of hippeastrums, the East Indian group of rhodo
dendrons, as well as in fruits and vegetables. 

Sir Harry played a great part in the International 
Horticultural Exhibition of 1912, and his work for it 
was acknowledged by the bestowal of a knighthood 
on him. It is interesting to recall also that he was the · 
last survivor of the managing committee of the previous 
International Exhibition of r866. His career may be 

safely described as unique in horticulture in its length 
and activity. Two valuable standard works, the 
" Manual of Coniferre " and the " Manual of Orchi
daceous Plants," were published under his auspices, 
although the actual work was done by his assistant, 
A. W. Kent. 

About ten years ago he retired from business and, 
having no one to succeed him, the Chelsea firm of 
Veitch came to an end, an event which can only be 
regarded as a calamity to British horticulture, for 
never had it stood higher in public estimation than 
during the days when gardeners, both amateur and 
professional, watched in sadness its famous collections 
of trees, shrubs, and hothouse plants being dispersed 
under the hammer. For the rest of his life, until 
within a few months of his death, Sir Harry worked 
actively in the interests of the Royal Horticultural 
Society, the astonishing success of which owes much 
to him, and in helping the many charities in which he 
was interested. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths: 
Dr. R. Kidston, F.R.S., the distinguished palreo

botanist, on July 13. 
Prof. A. Marshall, emeritus professor of political 

economy, University of Cambridge, on July 13, aged 
eighty-one. 

Sir Sydney Russell-Wells, member of Parliament 
for the Universitv of London and vice-chancellor of 
the University rgrg-22, on July 14, aged fifty-four. 

Mr. Dean C. Worce:,ter, first secretary of the 
Interior, Philippine Islands, who was largely respon
sible for the establishment of the Bureau of Science, 
the Philippine General Hospital and the College of 
Medicine in the islands, formerly assistant professor 
of zoology and curator of the museum at the 
University of Michigan, on May 2, aged fifty-seven. 

Current Topics and Events. 
REPRESENTATIVES of a number of educational, 

scientific, and commercial bodies in Great Britain and 
Overseas attended a conference organised by the 
Decimal Association at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers on July g. The main subjects discussed 
were the Association's proposal to divide the shilling 
into ten pence instead of twelve, and to alter the 
Imperial gallons o as to make it. equal to four litres. 
The former proposal means a twenty per cent. increase 
of the value of a penny, and by it " an almost com
plete decimal coinage would be secu ed, while pre
serving the old names of l. s. d. and the three-column 
method of book-keeping, and incidentally a reasonable 
solution of the present impasse in penny postage and 
penny fares would be found." At present, services 
and commodities which could be profitably provided 
for slightly more than a. penny are subjected to a 
fifty per cent. increase, whereas a penny would be 
sufficient if the value were increased as suggested. 
Mr. Harold Cox, who was. a member of the Royal 
Commission on Decimal Coinage in 1920, said at the 
conference that if this proposal had been before the 
Commission he believed the majority of the members 
would have been in favour of it. The proposal to 
make the Imperial gallon equal to four litres instead 
of the present 4"54· so that the quart would become 
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one litre and the pint half a litre, arises largely from 
the present confusion in the use of the designation 
" gallon" in commercial transactions relating· to motor 
spirit and lubricating oils. The American gallon has 
a capacity twenty per cent. less than the Imperial 
gallon, and in South America a capacity of four litres 
is being called a gallon, so that a single name is being 
used for three different quantities. The introduction 
of a four-litre gallon would, of course, be an important 
step towards the adoption of other metric weights and 
measures in Great Britain. Whatever may be said in 
favour of the British system, it can never become an 
international system, and as trade develops with new 
countries the need for the use of a universal language 
of quantity by British firms must become more 
important every year. The conference passed resolu
tions urging the Government to appoint a committee 
to examine and report upon the proposals discussed. 

IN connexion with a recent paragraph concerning 
the therapeutic action of chlorine gas, it is of interest 
to observe an account in the Sunday Express of 
July 6 of the introduction as an antiseptic of a com
pound containing chlorine. There are two ways in 
which chlorine can be used therapeutically ; in one 
method, a very dilute mixture of the gas in air is 
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