
© 1924 Nature Publishing Group

MAY JI, 1924] NATURE 8os 

Early Science at the Royal Society. 
May 26, 1670. Dr. Croune acquainted the Society 

that Sir Nicholas Millet had mentioned to him, and 
Mr: _Hooke,. that he had a manuscript of his own 
wntmg, which contamed the observations of the 
variations of the needle made for seventeen or eighteen 
years in the same place. They were desired to 
procure a sight and perusal of that manuscript. 
May 27, 1663. Upon the reading of a letter sent 

out of Ireland to the Secretary, concerning the 
expectation, which the committee, that had hereto
fore given the society an account of Sir William 
Petty's new ship, entertained of hearing the sense 
of the society thereupon ; it was ordered, That the 
committee should be put in mind by the secretary, 
that the matter of navigation being a state concern 
was not proper to be managed by the society : and 
that Sir William Petty, for his private satisfaction, 
may, when he pleases, have the sense (if he hath it 
not already) of particular members of the society, 
concerning his new invention. 

1685. Mr. Hooke observed [in discussion] that 
the scarlet-red windowglass was brought from 
Germany; but that there had been none brought 
over for eighty years past. 

May 28, 1668. The president produced an Italian 
letter written to himself as president, by the Prince 
and Cardinal Leopold de Medicis, in answer to the 

:written to him acknowledging the favour of 
his emmence's present of the Florentine experiments. 
The cardinal's letter was read and ordered to be 
entered, and the favour and respect to the society 

in it to be acknowledged on a proper 
occas10n. 

1673. Mr. Hoskyns produced a piece of silver ore, 
lent him by Captain Bertue, who had brought it 
out of Sweden, where, he said, in the Swedish Silver
be_rg, they throw in coal over night into the rocky 
mme, and having let it burn and calcine all night, 

it the next day; whereupon the stony part 
bemg washed out of the ore by the water, the metal 
appears, as in this piece, in long, thick, silvery 
streaks. 

May 29, 1679. The Society then went to take a 
view of the new weather-clock, which was set up 
m Mr. Hunt's lodgings, made to keep an account 
of the quantity and time of all the changes, that 
happen in the air, as to its heat and cold , its dryness 
a.nd moisture, its gravity and levity ; as also of the 
time and quantity of the rain, snow, and hail that 
fall : all of which it sets down in a paper, so as to 
be very legible and certain. , 

z665. Mr. Howard having presented the society 
with several curious exotic plants and flowers, had 
their thanks, and was desired to continue these 
presents from time to time, that they might be put 
upon the table at the meeting of the society. 
. May 30, z6?7· The du_chess of Newcastle coming 
m, the expenments appomted for her entertainment 
were made. 

1678. Sir Jonas Moore gave an account, that Mr. 
Edmund Halley, who went to the island of Saint 
Helena, in order to observe the true places of the 
stars near the south pole, was newly returned to 
England; and that he had completed his design by 
having taken the true places of above four hundred 

stars : that the place of his observa
tion was above a thousand yards higher than the 
surface of the sea : that by reason of that great 
hight there were there almost continual clouds and 
mists, which passed very swiftly : that this mistiness 
and moisture of the air dissolved the glue of the 
tubes. 

Societies and Academies. 

LONDON. 

Royal Society, May 22.- ]. W. Gregory and C. ]. 
Gregory : The geology and physical geography of 
Chinese Tibet, and its relations to the mountain 
system of South-Eastern Asia. The continuation of 
the Himalayan System eastward from India has been 
suggested on two lines-one N .E. into Northern China 
and the other S. through Western Burma to the 
Eastern Archipelago. In a journey across this 
region in 1922 the authors found that in addition to 
theN. and S. strike, due to movements of Hercynian 
age in the later Pal<Bozoic, there was clear evidence 
of transverse Kainozoic disturbances, such as should 
accompany an extension of the Himalayan axis into 
S.W. China. Marine rocks were found belonging to 
the Devonian, with a reef of Stromatoporoids, and to 
the Carboniferous, Permian, and Triassic Periods. 
The Triassic limestones and the Permo-Triassic sand
stones show evidence of widespread dislocation by 
over-thrusts and over-folds, which are certainly post
Hercynian, and are regarded as Himalayan. These 
movements have brought up blocks of older pre
Pal<Bozoic rocks along E. toW. belts. The country is 
therefore regarded as having been folded by Hima
layan movements, and afterwards fractured in the 
Pliocene along lines which trend predominantly N. 
and S., and have produced a series of tectonic basins. 
The authors do not accept the great uplift of S.E. 
Asia in the Pleistocene. The succession of earth
movements and volcanic eruptions in comparison with 
that of East Africa indicates that both areas were 
profoundly affected by the subsidence of the Indian 
Ocean.-Madge Kaye and Dorothy Jordan Lloyd : A 
histological and chemical investigation of the swelling 
of a fibrous tissue. The behaviour of a heterogeneous 
svstem, such as skin in water, acids and alkalies, 
d-iffers in several important respects from that of a 
homogeneous system, such as gelatin. The fibres of 
skins are grouped into regular bundles and are 
divided longitudinally into fine threadlike fibrils. 
These are embedded in a colourless semi-fluid matrix, 
the "inter-fibrillary substance," which has the char
acteristics of an albumen. The fibres and fibrils of 
fresh skin are in a state of internal strain, due to 
(a) the inherent structure of the fibril, and (b) their 
arrangement in the tissue. These strains are released 
when the fibres are swollen, but new temporary 
strains are produced by encircling threadlike elements 
binding the fibres together, which only become visible 
when the bundles are in a swollen condition. Drying 
introduces additional strains, but destroys the 
constricting bands. In swollen skins, water is 
present in at least two conditions-(a) imbibed 
between the fibres or fibrils, (b) combined with the 
internal substance of the fibrils. In fresh skins the 
inter-fibrillary albumen does not prevent absorption 
of water in either way, but the coagulated albumen 
of skin dried under the influence of heat or ultra
violet light offers considerable resistance to both. 
Skins dried under conditions which do not coagulate 
albumen are brought nearer to fresh skins; solutions 
which disperse coagulated albumen increase the 
power of water-absorption of dried skins, but some 
irreversible changes seem to occur in drying.-C. H. 
Browning, J, B. Cohen, S. Ellingworth, and R. 
Gulbransen: The antiseptic action of compounds of 
the apocyanine, carbocyanine, and isocyanine series. 
In general, these substances are very powerfully 
antiseptic towards Staphylococcus aureus, but are 
much less active towards B. coli. In the presence of 
serum their antiseptic action is practically as well 
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