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student Herbert McLeod, afterwards professor of 
chemistry at the Coopers Hill College, with whom 
he formed a life-long friendship. At that time the 
only institution granting degrees in pure science 
was London University, and Mills utilised his 
education at the School of Mines with the inten
tion of proceeding to such a degree at a later 
period. He obtained his Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1863 and the Doctorate in 1865, his name 
appearing in the list of graduates at a date inter
mediate between those of Prof. Crum Brown in 
1862 and Sir Wm. Tilden in 187!. In 1861 he 
went as ai1 assistant to Dr. John Stenhouse, having 
Tilden as one of his colleagues in that laboratory. 

In 1862 Mills was appointed one of the demon
strators of chemistry in Glasgow University 
under Prof. Thomas Anderson, his chief duty 
being the conduct of tutorial classes in connection 
with the medical curriculum. This particular duty 
was by no means congenial to Mills, and his own 
perfect knowledge of his subject made him some
what impatient with the backwardness of the 
majority of first-year medical students; with 
advanced students, however, and in the laboratory, 
he was a good teacher. 

Anderson was then working on the products 
from the destructive distillation of coal and shale, 
and when not engaged in teaching duties Mills 
assisted him in that work. This brought hini in 
contact with several people in Glasgow, notably 
John Young and others, who were interested in 
the oil industry, which at that time was attracting 
considerable attention in the Lanarkshire and 
Lothian di stricts. The friendships made in these 
early days may have had some influence in induc
ing Mills to return to Glasgow, as he did at a 
later date, but in 1865 he resigned his position as 
demonstrator at the universi ty and returned to 
London. -

In 1870 Mr. John Young founded the" Young 
Laboratory" in Anderson's College, Glasgow, a 
laboratory intended by him to be associated essen
tially with technical chemistry. The first super
intendent of this laboratory was W. H. Perkin, 
sen. (1870-71), followed by G. Bischof (1871-75) j 
they were succeeded by Mills in 1876. 

About 1886 the" Young Laboratory" together 
with Anderson's College was incorporated in the 
Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical College, 
and became the "Young Chair of Technical 
Chemistry." This appointment Mills held until his 
resignation in 1891. 

Papers recording Mills's original work are pub
lished in the proceedings of the Royal Societies 
of London and Edinburgh, the Philosophical 
Malgj(1;zine, and the journals of the Chemical 
Society and the Society of Chemical Industry in 
London. They are numerous and of a varied nature. 
His first paper, given to the Royal Society in 
1860, was on bromo- and chloro-phenyl, but his 
early work dealt more with questions on the 
general principles of chemistry and inorganic 
chemistry, such as isomerism, electric attraction, 
chemical mass, and chemical equivalents. In the 
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Journal of the Chemical Society he published 
papers on aniline derivatives and nitrotoluene, 
potable waters, chemical repulsion, and melting 
points. From 187g-82 he published in four parts 
" Researches on Chemical Equivalents," "in
vestigations on the Action of Oxides on Salts," 
and in conjunction with Mr. Louis Campbell about 
1879 " Researches on Dyeing." At a later period, 
on the foundation of the Society of Chemical In
dustry, he gave to that society papers on the 
quantitative estimation of oils and fats, viscosity 
determinations, and the oxidation of aniline. In the 
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
he published researches on thermochemistry. 

In the four small works which he published 
Mills did not confine himself to purely scientific 
subjects; in addition to two books, "Fuel 
and its Applications," in conjunc:tion with E. J. 
Rowan, and " Destructive Distillation," he wrote 
a volume of poems, "My only Child," published 
in 1895, and "The Secret of Petrarch " in 1904. 

After retiring from the professorship at the 
Glasgow and Vii est of Scotland Technical College 
Mills returned to London, where he occupied him
self with variOL1S pursuits, among them photo

I graphy, which he had practised with considerable 
skill from early days. A certain deafness which 
overcame him during later years tended to in
crease a reserve of manner which Mills always 
possessed, but he continued until a short time ago 
to attend the meetings of the various societies to 
which he belonged, and was to be found regu
larly once a week at the Athenreum Club, where 
he met his more particular friends . He had a 
good knowledge not only of scientific, but also of 
general literature, and held some distinct views 
on religious questions; these, however, he never 
discussed. 

l\-1ills was elecv->d a fellow of the Royal Society 
of London in 1874. He became a fellow of the 
Chemical Society in 1862, serving several times on 
the council, and as. a vice-president from 1912 to 
1915- He was an original member of the Society 
of Chemical Industry, and for a period president 
of the Glasgow and West of Scotland section of 
that society. He received the honorary degree o( 
LL.D. from the University of Glasgow. 

J. M. T. 

DR. GEORGE FREDERICK WRIGHT, who died 
recently at the age of eighty-three years from 
heart failure following influenza, was, from 1881 
to 1907, a professor in the Oberlin Theological 
Seminary, Ohio, and had been since 1884 the 
editor of a well-known theological publication, 
" Bibliotheca Sacra." His most important work, 
however, was done as a geologist, and his " Ice 
Age in North America," first published in 1889, 
remains a ' standard work on the subject. He 
wrote also on "The Glacial Boundarv in 
Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky," " Man - and 
the Glacial Period," and " Greenland Ice
fields." At the invitation of the late Tsar 
of Russia Dr. Wright visited Siberia for 
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a geological study, the fruits of which 
appeared in 1902 in a two-volume work entitled 
., Asiatic Russia." The relations of science and 
religion were also discussed by him in several of 
his publications. 

\rYE regret to announce the death, on May 28, 
at sixty-four years of age, of R. E. DE:\"NETT, 
author of " At the Back of the Blac k Man 's Mind," 
"Nigerian Studies," "\Vest African Categories," 
and other works. 

Not e s. 
OWING to the postponement of the sailing of the 

Celtic, on which he had booked his passage from 
America, Prof. Einstein is unable to lecture at King's 
College, London, until Monday, June 13, at 5.15 p.m. 
All the tickets which have been issued for June 9 will 
be available for that date. 

SEVERAL changes have recently been made in the 
scientific staff of the Austra lian Museum, Sydney. 
Dr. C. Anderson, who has been mineralogist since 
1901, succeeds the late Mr. R. Etheridge, jun., as 
director. Mr. A. Musgrave fills the vacancy caused 
by the death of Mr. W. J. Rainbow, entomologist, 
and Messrs. J. R. Kinghorn and E. Ie G. Troughton, 
second-class assistants, have been promoted to be first
class assistants in charge of reptiles, birds and 
amphibians, a nd mammals a nd skeletons respectively. 

MR. W. L. G. JOERG, of the scientific staff of the 
American Geographical Society of New York, and 
editor of its Research Series, left on May 21 on a six 
months' leave of absence for a trip to Europe on 
behalf of the society to study the present status and 
tendencies of geography in Europe a nd to establish 
closer relations with kindred workers and institutions. 
During his trip Mr. Joerg expects to visit most of the 
universities where modern scientific geography is 
represented. Communications to him may be ad
dressed c/o Messrs. Brown , Shipley and Co., 123 Pall 
Mall, London, S.W.1. 

AT the anniversary meeting of the Linnean Society 
of London on May 24 the Linnean gold medal of the 
society, the highest award in its gift, was presented 
to Dr. Dukinfield H. Scott, ana all who know the 
value and extent of his service, to recent and fossil 
botany during the last forty years will agree that the 
award is thoroughly deserved, and some may be dis
posed to wonder why it was not bestowed earlier. 
The medal was instituted in 1888 on the occasion of 
the centenary of the foundation of the society, and is 
given in alternate years to a botanist and a zoologist 
who at the time of the award is not on the council. 
Dr. Scott's services as councillor, secretary, a nd presi
dent of the societv have been almost continuous, so 
that the opportunities of making the gift have been 
very few until the present year. 

THE Mount Everest Expedition started from Dar
jeeling in two parties on May 18 and 19. The staff 
of the expedition consists of Col. Howard Bury, the 
leader, Mr. H. Raeburn, Dr. Kellas, Mr. G. t. Mal
lory, and Mr. G. H. Bullock, Alpine climbers; Mr. 
A. F. 'Vollaston, surgeon and naturalist; Dr. A. M. 
Heron , geologist; and Major H. T. Morshead and 
Capt. O. Wheeler, survey officers. Col. Bury's first 
dispatch to the Times contains pa rticulars of the 

NO. 2692, VOL. 107l 

organisation and start. Major Morshead, with two 
assistants and fifty coolies, left Darjeeling in advance, 
going by the Teesta Valley to correct some of the 
Sikkim maps. He \vas to rejoin the main expedition 
on Jun e I at Khamba Dzong. The pI incipal transport 
of the expedition consists of JOO Chinese and Tibetan 
mules, with drivers drawn from hill tribes and accus
tomed to long marches. Forty Sherpa coolies, mostly 
from villages south or south-east of Everest, accom
pany the expedition. Several of them have been with 
Dr. Kellas on high climbs and are tra ined in ice-work. 
Mr. Wollaston is taking two Lepcha collectors and 
skinners to assist in biological work. The expedition 
has a com plete photographic eq uipment, a nd every 
camera can be used for telephotographic work. Ar
ra ngements have been made for developing the plates 
and film s on the spot. Col. Bury records with grati
tude the help afforded by the Government of India, the 
Indian railways , and the Govern or of Bengal (Lord 
Ronaldshay). 

THE secretary of the Institution of Electrical En
gineers informs us that, in view of the continuance 
of the coal strike, the Scottish Committee has reluc
tantly decided to cancel the proposed summer meeting 
of the institution. 

THE autumn meeting of the Iron a nd Steel Insti
tute will be held , by invitation of the C<>mite des 
Forges de France, in Paris, on Monday a nd Tuesday, 
September 5 and 6. At the conclusion of the meeting 
in Paris alternative visits have been arra nged to works 
in Lorraine and in Normandy, a nd a party of the 
members has been invited to visit the Creusot works 
of MM . Schneider and Co 

Two notices of memorials to dist ing uished men of 
science appear in the Revue scientifique of May 14. 
The first refers to the monument erected to the 
memory of Wurtz the chemist at Strasbourg, which 
will be dedicated on July .'i next. The other notice 
deals with the centenary of Ampere's discoveries in 
electricity. Electrical engineers in France are taking 
steps to restore the tomb of the celebrated ph\-sicist 
in the cemetery of Montmartre. 

THE annual meeting of the British Science Guild 
will be held at the Goldsmiths ' Hall on W ednesday, 
June 8, a t 3 p.m. Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, presi
dent of the Guild, will present the a nnual report, and 
there will be addresses by the Very Rev. William R. 
Inge (Dean of St. Paul's) on "The Road to Ruin and 
the 'Vay Out" and by Sir Rich ard A. S. Redmayne 
(chairma n of the Imperial Minera l R esources Bureau) 
on .. The Importance of Research in Promoting the 
Development of the Mineral Industries." Tickets 
may be obtained from the Secretary, British Science 
Guild, 6 John Street, Adelphi , W.C.2. 
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