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The Origin of Hypergamy. 

A T a meeting of the R oyal Anthropological In.s ti
tute held on November 9, Mr. S. H . R ay, vice

president, in the chair, Dr. W. H. R. Rivers read a 
paper on " The Origin of Hypergamy. " 

Dr. Rivers said tha t the term "hypergamy" had 
been used loosely by both Sir Herbert Risley and Dr. 
W . Crooke to de note m arriage between groups which 
differ in r ank, but for the sake of clearness the term 
should be confined to those instances in which · there 
was a charac teristic difference bet ween the marriage 
rules for the two sexes. Hypergamy thus understood 
was that form of marriage in which m en mate with 
women of lower rank tha n their own, but do not give 
their women in return, the union of these being con
fined to m en of their own or higher grades. Owing 
to the fact that women of the highes t group can only 
marry m en of their own rank, women of high rank 
either remain unmarried or the inequa li ty is redressed 
by the prac tice of polygyny or by female infanticide. 
On the other hand, since men of the lowest grade 
may only m arry women of their own .r ank, while 
such women are taken by m en of a htgher group, 
there is a shortage of women of the lowest grade, and 
the men must remain unmarried or have recourse to 
polyandry, or they m ay seek their wives elsewhere. 
If the neighbouring communities are hypergamous or 
endogamous, the only unions open to them will be. 
with any aboriginal wom en w ho may live in the neigh
bourhood. The practice of hypergamy is not only 
peculiar to India, but is there almost entirely con
fined to the Rajputs, or castes, such as the Kulin 
Brahmans, which have come under R a jput influence. 
Where the custom occurs among the castes of 

it would seem to have been derived 
froin the Kulins. It appears probable that the Kulin 
custom can be traced to Rajput influence, as the 
Kulins a re derived from Brahma ns who about 
A.D. 700 came to Bengal from Kana uj, at one time 
the centre of Rajput rule. Hypergam y a lso occurs 
among the Nayars of Malabar, but in this case its 
relation to the practice in other parts of India is not 
so clear. One form ari ses out of their r ela tion with 
the Nambutiri Brahmans , among whom the rule is 
that only the eldest son may marry ; the other sons 
contract unions w ith Navar wome n. A Nambutiri 
woman would not be allo\ved to marrv a man, Navar 
or other, of a lower caste. The status of the childi-en 
is determined by the N ayar rule of matrilineal 
descent. There is no evidence to connect the practice 

among the Nayars a nd other cases occurring 
sporadically in the Madras Presidency with Rajput 
influence, a nd it is possible that with them it may 
have a more a ncient history a nd go back to a remote 
derivation from the warrior caste. 

The institution of hypergamy appears to be a special 
form of in teraction between immigrants into India 
and the indigenous popula tion , a nd to be an inter
m ed iate stage between thl' complete fu sion which has 
taken place in such cases in other parts of the world 
and the segregation which has produced the more 
characteristic forms of the caste svstem of India. 
The development of hypergam y may be referred to 
three specia l conditions: {I) T he especial strength of 
a sentiment of the immigra nts concerning the union 
of their women with indigenous m en; (2) a short 
distance of m igration, so that the immigrants were 
accompanied by a relatively large number of women; 
and (3) the military character of the invader's, which 
a llowed them to obtain indigenous women without 
g iving their own women in return. 

An interesting discussion followed the reading of 
the paper , in which emphasis was laid upon the im
portance of the principles formul ated by Dr. Rivers 
in their bearing upon questions of racia l admixture 
a nd fusion of la nguage as a result of peaceful penetra
tion or invasion in other parts of the world. PrOf. 
Parsons pointed out tha t the Saxons had brought a 
la rge number of women w ith them to this country, 
as was shown bv the skeleta l r emains, whereas the 
Norsemen who invaded France cons tituted a male 
invasion solely, and this proba bly explained the almost 
complete substitution of French among them for their 
own langua g-e, the language of the native mothers 
havinj:( prevailed. Mr. Rav pointed out that while 
the words denotin!Z( close familv connection in this 
countrv w ere predomin antl v Saxon, the la nguage of 
the children contained Celtic elements, as , for 
example, the word "dad. " Prof. C. G. Seligman 
sa id that he had found a practice similar to hyper
gamy among nomad Arab tribes of the Sudan, in 
which black sla ves, the offspring of Arab mPn and 
.indigenous women, permitted to hold very 
hie-h office it) the tribe, were not allowed to marrv 
Arab women. Col. Hodgson pointed out that the 
res triction of marriage to the eldest son also existed 
among the K yasths, the reason in this case heine- that 
that son was the only true reincarnation of the father, 
his younger brothers being the "children of sin." 

Studies in British Forestry.1 

T HE F orestry Commiss ion has m ade a good start , 
having acquired during the first year of its 

operations a s m any as 6s ,ooo acres of land , of which 
rsoo acres have been planted w ith trees. D\'ring the 
present yea r 5900 a cres .of new pla ntat tons are 
planned. These fi gures are well ahead of the 
schedule of. the first two vear s.' work whi ch was la id 
down in the R econstruction Forestry Sub-Committee 
Report. This is satisfactory as regards the part 
played by the State in nati onal afforestati on, but we 
must not forget the work to be done by la ndown er s 
in repla nting the extensive . a reas which . were felled 
during the war. 

1 Conlmlssion. 'Bulletin N o. 1: "Collection of Data as to rh e 
Rat.e ·orGrowth of Timber." Cf'o be obtained from the F ore,tryCommission 
on and addressed envelope:.) Bulletin N o. 2: ''Survey 
of I nsect Conditions in the Rritish ). .. tes, 1919·" (H .M . Stationery 
Offi'Ce.) ·· Price 1S. 6d. net. Bulleti n N o.3 :'' of Growth of Conifers 
in the Brit ish hler-. " (H. M. Sta tionery Office.) Price JS. net. 
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The Forestry Commission can assist private com
prise by m on ey grants for pla nting, by patticulars 
schemes, a nd by providing nursery plants at a cheep 
rate , but it can a lso stimulate owners to active 
mea sm es of afforestat\on by the publi cation "of trusr
worthy facts and figures concerning a ll forestry 
m atters. vVe w elcome, the n, the three 
bulletins which have been recentlv issued . T echnical 
skill in the rearing and planting of ti-ces is 'not lacking 
in this coun try, but much ignora nce prevai ls as to the 
actu al r esults obtainable bv a fforestation wi th different 
species of trees. _Bulletin s" Nos . . · I a nd 3 arc concerned 
m;lin\y thi s question, a nd their perusal will . en
able owners to deal intelligently \vith some problems 
of . replanting afforestation. 

A survev for the colleCtion of statistics as to the 
ra te of growth a nd produCtion of timber in the Unite<l 
Kingdom was carried out officially in 19I7- r9, and 
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