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The Present ~ondition of the Aborigines 
of Central Australia. 

I ~FO~MAT_ION !ately rece_ived in thi_s country dis-
closes an appalling cond1t10n of atta1rs amon" the 

aborigines of the interior of ,\ustralia. The ~hole 
population is thoroughly polluted with disease 
both tubercular and venereal, and the north~ 
eastern tribes are ~oomed. It is anticipated that 
af.lother ten years will see the last of such interesting 
tnbes as the p~er\, Yanntowanta, Ngameni, and 
N auroworka . 1 hrs 1s la rge!) due to contact with the 
l~~e_r e}ements . of_ Europe~n a nd immigrant Asiatic 
c1v1hsat10n. M1sd1rect~d kmdn~ss, however, is also, 
to some extent, responsible_. liberal supply of Govern-
ment blankets has been d1stnbuted among the tribes; 
they wear the blankets when working in the sun and 
then, whl:n thoroughly overheated, sleep on the gr~und; 
pneumonia follows as a natural consequence. Another 
cause of their disappearance is due to the difficulties 
atte~da~t Of.I food-supply. The game on which they 
subsist 1s ~1!1:-d ?ff or d~iven away by the encroach-
ment of c1v1hsat10n. Distress from this cause has 
recently been aggravated by severe drought. The 
extent of the ravages ari sing from these various 
caus:-s may b~ gauged by the fact that half a century 
a~o !t was es~1mated that there were 12,000 aborigines 
w1thm 180 miles north and 200 miles east of Adelaide 
and now there are not more than about 120 in that area' 
In the early eighties of last century Gason stated that 
if steps were not taken, multiplication of the aborigines 
would :esult i~ the_ disappearance of the European 
population, yet m this same area of which he wrote it 
is now estimated that at the outside there are not 
more than 2000. 

The deplorable condition of the aboriginal popula-
tion was discovered owing to the fact that during the 
war a number of expeditions were· sent out to Central 
and Northern Australia in connection with the search 
for minerals _for use in munition work. Dr. Herbert 
Basedow. a Protector of Aborigines in the service of 
the South Australian Government, who was a member 
of several of th:-se exped\tions, was then brought into 
dose contact with the tnbes. On his re turn to Ade-
laide at the end of the war he endeavoured to arouse 
the public conscience by a meeting in the Town Hall 
at which he gave an undisguised account of what h~ 
had seen. As a result 5ool. has been subscribed, and an 
equal amount promised bv the Government for the 
provision of medical relief. · This sum has en;bled Dr. 
Basedow to get together a small relief party. His first 
expedition on this work followed the course of the 
Strzelecki to Innam\ncka, thence along the Cooper, 
across the boundary mto Queensland . Recrossing the 
border, the p~rty _visited Cordillo, _Cadelga, Ringa-
n;iurra, and Birdsv11le, then ce following the Diaman-
tma to Hergott Springs. One of the severest droughts 
on _record was raging at the time; the heat was 
terrific- - the averai;re temperature was 116°-118° F.-
and sand-storms blew for forty- ight hours at a time. 
No fewer than seven horses were abandoned ex-
haufted along the route from Diamantina to Hergott 
Spnng-s. The condition of the aborigines alon/1 the 
route is described by Dr. Basedow as "shocking." 
Dr. Basedow has recently started on another exnedi-
tion . on ,vhich he proooses to proceed along the head 
of the Australian Bit!ht as far as Eucla. alon{! the 
Nullarboi P1ains to Port Augusta, thence northwards 
to Oodm1d'ltta . and across the boundarv to the 
MrDonnel Ran{!es. · 

Vnluable a<:: is such provision of medical n'lief as is 
oossible bv th"S" expeditions. it is obviouslv onlv a 
temporarv oa-lli:itivP. - One of the most E>ffective of the 
measu rE> s adooted for the assistance of the aborig-ines, 
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whether dircctlv under State protection or not in the 
neighbouring State of Western Australia_ has been the 
establishment by the Government of a regular medical 
service. Further, while undesirable Europeans and 
Asiatics are permitted to mingle without control with 
the natives, it is inevitable that diseases will continue 
their ravages unchecked. A movement, which is 
receiving influential support, has been set on foot to 
induce the Government of South Australia to proclaim 
the north-west corner of the State , including the Mus-
grave, Mann, and Tomkinson Ranges, as an absolute 
reservation. It is hoped tha t it may also be possible 
to secure from the Commonwealth and the \Vestern 
Australian Governments the proclamation of the ad-
joining ra nges of the Northern Territory a nd Western 
Australia as strict reservations. This will orobably be 
the last chance of preserving the Centrai" Australian 
tribes from complete extinction. 

E. N. FALLAIZE. 

University and Educational Intelligence. 
CAMBRIDGE.-Dr. Shillington Scales has been ap-

pointed University lecturer in medica l radiologv 
.and electrology, and Mr. F. Lavington, Emmanuel 
College, Girdlers' lecturer in economics. Mr. J. 
Chadwick, Gonville and Caius College, has been 
elected to the Clerk Maxwell scholarship in 
experimental physics ; Mr. H. F. Holden, St. John 's 
College, to the Benn W. Levy research studentship 
in biochemistry; and Mr. A. J. Beamish, of Corpus 
Christi College , to the Wrenbury scholarship in 
economics. 

The Marshall herbarium, comprising 23,000 sheets 
of British plants contained in dustproof oak cases, has 
been bequeathed to the University by the late Rev. E. S. 
Marshall, a keen and able field botanist, "unsurpassed 
as a collection of the critical flowering plants both in 
point of the number of interesting things he found 
and the care a nd industry he showed in selecting and 
pressing specimens of them." 

EDINBURGH.-The foundation-stone of the new 
University buildings was laid by the King on Tuesday 
last, and the Queen accepted the honorary degree of 
LLD. 

LIVERPOOL-The King, on the recommendation of 
the Chancellor and Council of the Duchy of Lan-
caster, has contributed roo guineas to the appeal 
fund. 

SHEFFIELD.-Dr. W. E. S. Turner has been ap-
pointed professor of glass technology, Mr. J. Husband 
professor of civil engineering, Dr. Mellanby professor 
of pharmacology, and Mr. R. E. Pleasance demon-
strator in pathology. 

By an inadvertence these appointments were given 
in NATURE of June 24 under the heading "Leeds." 

PROF. F. FRANCIS has been appointed Pro-Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Bristol in succession 
to Prof. Lloyd Morgan, who is about to resign the 
office. 

DR. 0. C. BRADLEY, principal of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, has been e lected pre-
sident of the Royal College of V eterinary Surgeons 
in succession to Mr. J. McKinna. 

A SCHOOL of medicine, surgery, and dentistry in 
connection with the University of Rochester, New 
York, has received an endowment of 1,Soo,oool. from 
the U.S. General Eclucation Board and Mr. G. East-
m an, of the Eastman Kodak Co. The contribution 
of the Board is 1 ,ooo,oool., and that of Mr. Eastman 
800,oool. 
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