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THE HEALTH OF OUR CHILDREN.l 
QNE feels on reading the report referred to below 

that nation possesses. in George Newman 
a f'eneral w1th a plan, who, havmg consolidated the 

of ten years' work, is pressing on to his objet;
u:re :. the prevention of disabling diseases and the 
wmmng for e':ery child of hi_s o_f a happy 
and healthy childhood. Such 1s the 1mpress10n gained 
by a careful study of this most interesting and com
prehensive report. 

In section iii. will be found the results of a typical 
medical inspection conducted by a most competent 
observer-Or. C. J. Thomas, of the London County 
Council. Two sets of three hundred unselected elder 
childre.n each, in typical London and country schools, 
were mspected, and the results are described and 
a_nalysed. reads with dismay that " after deduc

of mentally and physically defec
tive, and mvahd children drafted to special schools or 
absent from school, there were of the children present 
at school 21 _Per cent. found to be suffering from one 
or n;ore senous defects • . . 12 per cent. were ill
nounshed.; rg per ·cent. we.-e unclean in body· of 

London children 40 per cent., and of the 
ch1ldren 65 per cent., had some carious teeth· rr per 
cent. suffered from disease of nose or throat; ro per 
cent. had ' very serious ' defects of vision; 6 per cent. 
suffered from defective hearing and 6 per cent. from 
severe am.emia ; and of middle ear disease of organic 
heart disease, of skin disease, and of spinal curva
ture of ' worst grade ' there were in each case 4 per 
cent. of sufferers." 

We agree with Sir Newman's comment on 
these grim facts:-" No one, I think can consider 
these findings or read Dr. Thomas's of the 
physical condition of these children about to leave 
school for industrial occupations without understand
ing, once and for all, the gravity of the situation." 

It _is a sense of relief one that a good 
deal IS bemg done by several education authorities to 
remedy the defects iound. There are ·still; however 
a good many C3 authorities. Most hopeful of au' 
however, is the policy "broad and deep" which 
Board of Education's Chief Medical Officer, since trans
!ated .to the Local Board, has all along had 
m mmd- the safeguardmg of each and every child's 
health from babyhood up to and including school-life. 
This policy we •find explained in .his excellent exposition 
of those sections of the new Education Act which deal 
with the health of children and young persons. 

"The Act," writes Sir George, "lays emphasis upon 
the broad fact that the purposes of the ·school Medical 

are !lot the detection of defects, the discovery 
of child-patients, and the treatment of such sick 
child:en, but the advancement of the health and 
phystcal development of the whole child population 
of school age." 

The author of this report does not rest content with 
a . of . first principles. He points the way to 
the1r reahsatwn. Thus we find much practical advict> 
on the teaching of hygiene and niothercraft; on the 
control _of ·employment; on open-air schools, 
on phys1cal education, on play-centres, and on holiday 
camps. We note ·with pleasure his reference to the 
cheery brotherhood of Boy Scouts. 

Everyone interested in education, and therefore in 
children, should study this inspiring report. · Cer

tamly the personnel of the School Medical Service 
mu.st realise that they have had ·as ' chief, ·not only an 

expert, but also a man of large vision, a 
leader who really leads. W. E. H. 
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FORTHCOMING BOOKS OF SCIENCE. 
BIOLOGY. 

Ginn and C:o. (Boston, Mass., and Lonaon).-An 
Bwlogy, Gruenberg; ·Manual to Elemen

tary Bwl.ogy, ·Gru.enberg. Oxford University · Press.
Mammahan Physwlogy: A Course of Practical Exer
cises, Prof. C. S. Sherrington. John Wiley and Sons 
Inc. (N_ew York), and Chapman and Hall, Ltd._:_ 
Economic Woods of the United States, Prof. S. J. 
Record; A. B. Recknagel and 
J. Bently, JUn.; Bactenology and Mycology of Foods 
Dr. F . W. Tanner, illustrated. ' 

CHEMISTRY. 

Ginn c:nd. Co. and London).- Notes 
on _ Quahtatlve Analys1s, fest and McLaughlin. John 
Wtley and Sons, Inc. (N ew York), and Chapman and 
Hall, Ltd.-Commercial Oils I. F. Lauchs · Manual 
of the Chemical Analysis 'of Rocks, o/ H. S. 
Washington. 

ENGINEERING. 

Benn Bros., Ltd.-Electrical Measuring Instru
ments : !heir 'Design, Constructio.n, and Applidtion, 
J?r. C. V. and A . . C. Jolley; . Electric Trac
tion on Railways, P. Dawson, illustrated· The 
Handling of Materials : A Manual on the Design 
Co'!-struction, arid .Application of Cranes, Conveyors: 

and Elevators, being the , second edition of 
Electnc Cranes and Hoists, H. H. Broughton, in four 
volumes, vol. i.; The "Electrician" Annual · Tables 
of and Foreign. Electricity Undertakings; and 
new ed1hons of Electnc Mains and Distributing Sys
tems, J. R. Dick and F. Fernie, and Electric Switch 
and Controlling ·Gear, Dr. C. C. Garrard. Sir Isaac 
I.:itman and Sons, L.td:-Eiectric Mining Machinery, 

F. _Walker, contmmng chaJ?ters on prime-movers, 
s1Knalhng, telephony, shot-finng. etc . ; Reinforced 
Concrete, W. N . Twelvetrees, dealing with the subject 
from the theor.etical and practical points of view; 
Gas and Oil Engine Operation, J. O'Kill; Papers 
on the 'Design of Alternating-current Machinery, C. C. 
Hawkins, Dr. _S. P. Smith, and S. Neville; Storage 
Battery Practice; R. Rankin; Electrical Engineers' 

edited by R. E. Neale, · being a 
thoroughly · revised edition of the volume :originated 
and edited by K. Edgcumbe. John Wiley and Sons , Inc. 
(New York), anti. Chapman and Hall, Ltd.-Water
proofing . Engit1eei-ing : · For ·Engineers, ·Architects, 
Builders, R:o"ofers, and Waterproofers,· J. Ross; Geodesy 
and . Geode tid Surveying, Prof. G. L. Hosmer; Prin
ciples of Transformer Design, ProL A. Still; Oxy
Ace_tylene Welding .Manual, Lieut: L. •Campbell, jun.; 

of · Electricity; W . H. 
Timbie a nd Prof. H. H. Higbie; Vital Statistics, 
Prof. G. C. Whipple; and new editions of Irrigation 
Engineering, Dr. A. P. Davis and H. M. Wilson; 
Compressed Air Plant : The Production, Transmis
sion, and Use of Compt'essed Air, with special refer
ence to Mine Service, Prof. R. Peele. 

MATHEMATICAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES. 

Ginn and Co. (Boston, Mass. , and London).--Ad
vanced Book of Arithmetic, Wentworth and Smith; 
General Mathematics, First Year, Schooling and 
Reeve; Projective Geometry, Wentworth Smith, and 
Ling; Plane Analytic Geometry, Wentw'orth, Smith, 
and Siceloff; and a revised edition of Elements of 
Astronomy, Young. John Wiley and Sons, Inc. (New 
Jlork); and Chapman and Hall, Ltd.-The Sumner 
Line, or Line of Position as an Aid to Navigation, 
Prof. G. C. Comst01:k. 

TECHNOLOGY. 

Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.-Petroleum, A. 
Lidgett; Salt, A. F. Calvert; Coal-Tar, A. R. 
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