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T HE only motive for grouping together three 
such varied books, each important, is that 

.they all in a marked way exhibit an interest which 
connects them with the special circumstances of 
the present profound change in the old world
order. This remark may seem to have little 
significance in regard to (r) Mr. \Vhittaker's 
valuable study of the N eo-Platonists. It is not 
implied, however, that the interest, because cir
cumstantial, is therefore ephemeral. His book 
appeared seventeen years ago, but the present 
issue of a nev.r and expanded edition is only one 
instance of the extraordinary interest which the 
closing era of the ancient philosophy is arousing 
to--day. It certainly is not idle curiosity or the 
impulse towards an eclectic historical research 
which is drawing so many of our profoundest 
philosophers to study anew with living interest 
that last effort of the ancient world. Philosophy 
is seeking new expression; the old formulre are 
unsatisfactory; science has given us a new world
VJew. 

(2) Mr. Frederic Harrison's volume "On 
Societv " is a collection of lectures and addresses, 
none of recent date or new. It is in another sense 
that their interest is circumstantial. They are 
offered us now in literary form because they have 
served their purpose as propaganda. They are 
the record of a sustained effort, throughout a long 
life still capable of vigorous expression, to giYe 
humanity a new relig·ious ideal. 

(3) Prof. Jastrow's study is called forth by the 
special which drew America into the 
world-war. He has sought to estimate the forces 
of logic and psychology which combined to bring 
about this great event. 

OUR BOOKSHELF. 
IVlzo Gi·veth Us the Victory. By Arthur Mee. 

Pp. rgr. (London: George Allen and Unwin, 
Ltd., rgr8.) Price ss. net. 

Tms little book is a vivid expression of optimistic 
theism. It has a strong note personnel and an 
interesting individuality. It is keenly evolutionist 
and as keenly religious, seeing in all the long 
processes of becoming the working out of an 
increasing purpose. It uses Prof. L. ]. Hender
son's "Fitness of the Environment " in a modern
ised argument for design. The building stones 
·of the world were all thought out. \Vater reveals 
a teleological secret. "]\fan came into the world 
to find his house already furnished, his environ
ment exactly what it should be, the necessities of 
his existence finding their unfailing response in 
the conditions established through countless ages 
past." Evolution is not a chapter of accidents, 
but the unfolding of a great thought. 

Mr. Mee has been particularly successful in 
his picturesque presentation of some of the 
wonders of the world-the intricacy, the flux, the 
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adaptiveness, and the gradual emergence of mind 
which was implicit from the beginning. 

The great steps in human evolution are poeti
cally described, and man is regarded as fellow
labourer with the Absolute in continuing the task 
of Evolution. The kingdom of man as striven for 
by the here the author is nothing if 
not patriotic-is what St. Augustine discerned. 
Much waste land has to be reclaimed, many 
marshes have to be drained, there are still many 
dragons in England; and part of the noble pur
pose of the book is to show how the lessons of 
the war may at once enlighten and encourage man 
in his great endeavour a fuller embodiment 
of his highest and most lasting values. 

Mr. Mee says in simple words and with some 
passion what many great thinkers have said 
learnedly and with more restraint. His book is 
timelv and on the side of the angels, and though. 
we spell some of the words differently we heartily 
wish it good speed. 

Eastern Exploration, Past and Future: Lectures 
at the Royal Institution. By Prof. W. i\1. 
Flinders Petrie. Pp. vi+ r r8. (London : 
Constable and Co., Ltd., I grR.) Price 
2s. hd. net. 

THIS collection of lectures forms a useful and 
timelv book. Prof. Flinders Petrie directs atten
tion to the possibilities of archreological investiga
tion under the new conditions which now prevail 
in Palestine and in Mesopotamia. His experience 
urges him to utter a much-needed warning against 
the system which has already led to much loss 
of valuable material in Egypt and in Cyprus. He 
describes .in a lucid way the problems on which 
excavation is certain to throw new light, and 
he marks out the sites which deserve special atten
tion. Beginning with the later historical period, 
he descr·ibes the beautiful remains of the Christian 
period in· Syria, and the painted tombs of 

which represent Greek art. Going 
much further back, the great Scythian migration, 
which made its centre at Beth Shean, in the valley 
of Jezreel, deserves special investigation. Jeru
salem must not be allowed to become a modern 
commercial town; a new suburb must be built, 
and the sacred sites protected and laid open to 
svstematic examination. 
- Prof. Flinders Petrie gives a lucid sketch of 

:Mesopotamian culture, and he pleads the neces
sity of a special inquiry into ancient Elamite art. 
But the main burden of his discourse is to empha
sise the urgent need that all future excavation 
shall be restricted to qualified archreologists, work
ing under rig-idly scientific rules, and that it shall 
not be permitted in the case of enthusiastic, but 
ignorant, amateurs. Traffic in antiquities, which 
leads to unauthorised digging by natives, should 
be sternly prohibited. It may be hoped that the 
administt-ation soon to be established in Palestine 
and Mesopotamia will take heed of his advire, 
which will receive the concurrence of all scientific 
antiquaries. 


	OUR BOOKSHELF.

