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SYDNEY. 

Royal Society of New South Wales, .\ugust 7.--.\lr.. 
\\'. S. Dun, pn:>sident, in the chair.-R. T. Baker: 
The technology and anatomy of some "silky oak" 
timbers. This paper covers an investigation into th~ 
tf'chnologv and anatomy of five soecies of timber
yielding trees belonging to the natura·l order Prot;ece&, 
and all vernacularly known as members of the "silky 
oak" family. Two belong to the same genus, vii. 
Grevillea robusta and G_. hillian_a, the others being. 
Ontes excels a, Cardwelli sublinus, and Embot/Jrium 
wichlwmi. Their economic applications are 
enumerated, and the suitability of some of them for 
f'h-ing machines adds a new timber to those valuable 
arm:' of the _Empire--:t~e Navy and Army. Breaking 
''.rams, specific grav1t1es, and weights of each are 
g1ven.--R. H. Cambage: Vertical growth of trees. 
From . tests made for several years · on very voung 
trees tt appears that after the branches are thrown 
out the trunk does not increase in length to any 
appreciable extent below such branches, but the pro
longation comes from the terminal shoot or drowing 
point at the summit. Nails which were dri:en into 
very young acacias, cinnamomums, and eucalypts at 
4 ft_. and 5 ft. from the base were not carried upwards 
dunng several years or while the little tree-stems 
grew to double their length. 
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ARIS1.'0TELI.AN Soc1HTY, at 8.-Dr. G. E . .l\loore: Presidential Address, 
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Dumfriesshire.--Lt. Arthur Russell: The Chromite Depo:shs in the Island 
of Unst, Shetlands.-Dr. G. T. Prior: The Nickeliferous Iron of the 
Meteorites of Bluff, Chandakapur, Chateau Renard, Cynthiana, Dhurrn · 
sala, Eli Elwah, Gnadenfrei, Kahowa, Lundsgard, New Concord, Shd
burne, and Shytal. 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL SocIETV, at·8. 
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ROYAL SocIETY, at 4.30.-Probable Papers: Prof. G. E. Hale: The 

Nature of Sun-spots.~E. 0. Hercus and T. H. Laby: The Thermal 
Conductivity of Air.-T. K. Chinmayanandam: Haidinger's Rings in 
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CHEMICAL SoctETY, at 8. 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at·6.-Tcnth Kelvin Lecture~ 

L. B. Atkinson : The Dynamical Theory of mectric Engines. 

FRIDAY, NOVE>IB.ER 8. 
RovAL ASTRONOMICAL SocIETY, at 5. 
MALACOLOGICAL SOCIETY, at 7.-The Rev, Dr. A.H. Cooke: The Radula 

of Thais, Drupa, Concholepas, Cronia, Rapana, and the Allied Gencra.
W. T. Webster: Notes on the Life-history of PlanorbiS cornetts and 
other Freshwater l\.lollusca. 
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