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association of sulphuric-acid makers. All thest; 
are matters which directly affect the interests of 
the industries dea lt with in the Report, and should, 
and no doubt will, receive the serious consideration 
of those immediately concerned. Legislation will 
presumably be required to give effect to certain of 
the proposals, but there are others upon which 
immediate action might be taken under existing 
powers, and although the end of the war is not 
yet in sight, it is very desirable that no undue 
delay should occur with respect to them. 

T. E. THORPE. 

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC NOMEN
CLATURE. 

in Europe, the main production of the metal has 
been in the hands of Germans, who have also 
acquired a controlling interest in the Belgian con
(;erns. This fact has, no doubt, something to do 
with the tenacity with which, under the pressure 
of Silesian magnates and capitalists, our enemy 

to retain his hold on Belgium. It is well 
known that Germany, with the view of maintain
ing her practical monopoly in the production and 
distribution of zinc, gained control of the rich de
posits of zinc ores in Australia, and that the 
great bulk of the Australian concentra tes found 
their way to Belgium and Silesia, mainly by way 
of Antwerp and Hamburg, Germany 's own de
posits being meanwhile conserved. This is now, 
happily, a thing of the past, but whether the 
former condition is to be resumed time alone will the Comptes rendus of the Pa ris Academy of 
show. Meanwhile, the consolidation and develop- Sciences for Febr!1ary I I there is a mani
ment of the zinc industry in this country are not festo in the form of a memorandum entitled 
proceeding at the rate which could be wished. "Observations on · Modern Scientific Lar.5uag e " 
The debate in the House of Commons on the Non- by a number of French men of science, MM. 
Ferrous Metals measure showed plainly enough Bigourdan, Blondel, Bouvier, Br:anly, Douville, 
that there are doctrinaires who are blind to our Guignard, HaUer, Haug, Henneguy, Lacroix, 
true economic interests. Lallemand, Laveran, Lecomte, Lecornu, Lemoine, 

There is one outlet for sulphuric acid which is Maquenne, Emile Picard, Roux, Schloessing, jun., 
capable of far greater development, and that is in and Tisserand. The writers of this note enter a 
the manufacture of fertilisers, and especially of protest against a tendency they have observed 
superphosphates. There can be no doubt that the on the part of the younger generat.on of scientific 
food shortage in the country, due to our enemy's workers both to neglect literary form in their 
activities, has had a profound effect on 0ur agri- publications and to introduce new and strange 
cultural policy, and will lead to a permanent in- words which are often unnecessary or badly con
crease in horne production. This will, of course, structed. 
necessitate a greatly increased demand for fer- I t is suggested that youthful authors may per
tilisers , such as sulphate of ammonia, as well as haps think that the use of outlandish expressions 
of phosphatic manures. Much ammonia is at lends an air of learning to their communications, 
present absorbed in the production of nitrate of whereas the impression sometimes produced upon 
ammonia, which is needed in the manufacture of the reader is that he has corne upon a bad trans
munitions. But this ammonia will be liberated lation of a work originally published in some 
after the war, and will be largely converted into foreign language. 
sulphate for agricultural use. In the past abo\.H It is pointed out that, owing to the international 
60 per cent. of the sulphuric acid we produced character of science, words and expressions which 
was absorbed in the manufacture of fertilisers, in are quite appropriate in one language have been 
which there was a considerable, although of late transferred bodily into another language without 
declining, export trade, in addition to the horne proper steps having been taken to adapt them to 
demands; The changed carrying conditions caused their new horne. For example, our words "con
by the war may', if we seize our opportunity, lead trol" and "to control" have been translated 
to a recovery and possible extension of this ex- "contrale" and "contraler." But" contraler " 
port trade, induced, on one hand, by the com- means" to register," and, therefore, ought not 
parative abundance of cheap sulphuric acid, a.nd, to be used in the sense of "to. regulate" or" to 
on the other, by the greatly increased demand for exercise an influence over." The English ex
fertilisers. pression "self-induction" sometimes appears in 

These and many other points are concisely dealt French papers on electricity in the shortened form 
with in the admirable Report of the Committee of" Ie self." Even an Englishman would find it 
now before us. It is an eminently businesslike difficult to discover the meaning of such an ex
production, commendably short and to the point. pression, so that a Frenchman may be pardoned 
I t has the merit, too, of being unanimous, and if he finds it barbarous. 
its recommendations are practicable and such as The writers of the note express the hope that 
will appeal to practical men. They involve recom- the more closely the bonds . between the Allied 
mendations for (1) providing an outlet for, and nations are drawn, the more care may be taken 
generally dealing with, the surplus sulphuric acid in translating scientific terms and expressions. 
which may be expected over pre-war production; It is suggested that international congresses and 
(2) for the of acid and fertilise.r makers fr?m I all forms of intern::tional co-operation. afford a 
the competitive effect of surplus aCid; (3) for Im- means of "controlhng" the mternatlOnal lan
proving the status of the technical chemist, for a guage of science. 
more systematic study of manufacturing cmlts, Attention is directed to the adjectives "thermo
and for the establishment of a strong national I stable" and "thermolabile," in the first place 

NO. 2528, VOL. rorJ 



© 1918 Nature Publishing Group

APRIL I I, I9I8J NATURE 

because these words are partly Greek and partly 
Latin, and in the second on account of the significa
tion given to them. A" thermostat" is an in
strument for maintaining a constant temperature, 
so that "thermostable" should ' apply to a condi
tion in which the temperature remains constant, 
such as that found when a piece of ice is floating 
on ice-cold water. Yet the adjective "thermo
stable" is used to mean "not affected by change 
of temperature." The writers prefer the term 
"acyclic" to "aliphatic." Indeed," aliphatic" 
is an unwieldy adjective, suggesting the inquiry 
as to whether elephants are really fat. 

We 'are further told that in the writillgs of 
biologists we may read that" un microbe cultive 
sur pommes de terre," and that "un animal re
produit en captivite," meaning in the first case 
that the microbe "can be cultivated," and in the 
second that the animal "reproduces itself," or, 
rather, "produces its offspring," in captivity. 
\Ve learn also that the Latin genitive coli may 
be found used as a substantive to represent 
Bacterium coli or B. coli in such expressions as 
"cette culture renferme du coli." 

\Ve fear that the writings of English men of 
science are not free from the careless use of 
expressions which the writers themselves would 
not have employed had their attention been 
directed to them. It is also to be noted that 
many of the terms we have taken from the 
German are, perhaps, too literally translated. 
"Thy should "Farbstoff" always be rendered 
" dyestuff" instead of using the shorter word 
"dye"? Apparently there is no word for" dye" 
in German, so that they are obliged in Germany 
to use the cumbrous expression "colour-stuff." 

There is, we fear, little likelihood that scientific 
workers will ever agree upon questions of nomen
clature. About thirty years ago the British Asso
ciation appointed a "Committee on Chemical 
Nomenclature." So long as this committee con
fined its considerations to the origin and history 
of the various chemical terms, it carried on its 
labours in perfect harmony, but as soon as it 
tackled the problem of laying down rules to guide 
future writers in the forms of nomenclature they 
should use, it was found that agreement was nO 
longer possible, so that further meetings of the 
committee were abandoned. 

Although complete agreement in these matters 
is not to be expected, Wt feel that there is some 
reaso n for the criticisms expressed by the authors 
of the memorandum. 

NOTES. 
VVE regret to notice the death of Emile Yung, pro

fessor of zoology in the University of Geneva. A typical 
and patriotic Swiss, Prof. Yung studied zoology under 
the famous Carl Vogt, and after a period of assistant_ 
ship became his successor at Geneva some thirty years 
ago. For many years the treatise on " Practical Cqm
parative Anatomy," by Vogt and Yung, was a familiar 
book in zoological laboratories. I t contained minute 
descriptions of a long series of types, a nd was un
commonly well done. Prof. Yung was greatly in
terested in the influence of environmental conditions 

NO. 2528, VOL. lOIJ 

on the organism, and made numerous experiments 
bearing on this problem. Thus he was one of the 
early investiga tors of the determination of sex in tad
poles, and supported the conclusion that the propor
tions of the sexes could be greatly a ltered by changing 
the diet. The value of this result was lessened, how
ever, by the fact that the sex of the larvre that died 
in the course of the experiments not recorded. 
In another investigation he showed that the growth 
of tadpoles was modifiable by a lterations of diet; thus 
tadpoles fed on beef grew three times as fast as those 
fed on plants, The effect of diverse temperatures and 
i1Iuminations was also tested; thus tadpoles reared 
under violet light were emphatically longer than those 
reared under white light, and very much longer than 
those reared under green light. Prof. Yung took a 
keen interest in the description of the fauna of Switzer
land, and made many a study of the plankton of the 
Lake of Geneva and its seasonal ' variations. Many 
of his experimental investigations had a pleasant 
quality of freshness. Thus we may recall how he took 
a score of marked bees from a hive near the lake, 
put them in a box, and liberated in the co;mtry 
six kilometres Seventeen returned, some III an 
hour. Next day the seventeen were taken on a boat 
to a distance of three kilometres on the lake. When 
libera ted ,_ they flew about aimlessly, and none re
turned. Throughout a vigorous life Emile Yung did 
much for science, and his genial personality will be 
long remembered. 

THE R evue Scientifique announces that Dr.. Armand 
Thevenin, of the Sorbonne, died on March 7, aged 
fony-eight. He had been experimenting for some time 
with poisonous gases for the use of the French Army, 
and in the course of this work contracted an illness 
which unfortunately proved fatal. Geologists and 
palreontologists will lament Dr. Theveniri's premature 
loss for he was one of the most accomplished mem
ber; of the 'French school, full of activity in important 
research. For many years he collaborated with the 
Geological Survey of France on south-western 
margin of the central plateau, and dId much valuable 
worl£. in stratigraphy. He was, however, more 
cially interested in fossils, and both at the Pans 
Museum of Natural History aad (after 1913) at the 
Sorbonne he was engaged in many researches of 
which he published important results. His memoirs 
on the Permian reptiles and amphibians of France and 
on various fossils from Madagascar, contributed to the 
Anna.les de Paieontologie, will be specially remem
bered. Dr. Thevenin was president of the Geological 
Society of France in 1914, and received from the 
Academy of Sciences "Ie grand prix des sciences 
physiques" in 1909. 

THE death is announced of Dr. Friedrich August 
Rothpletz, professor of geology and palreontology in 
the University of Munich. Born at Neustadt-a.-d.
Haardt, Bavarian Palatinate,. on April 25, 1853. he 
graduated at Leipzig in 1882,and was engaged for 
some time on the Geological Survey of Saxony. In 
1884 he became privat-dozent at Munich, in 1895 he 
was m ade extraordinary professor, and in 1904 he suc
ceeded Prof. K. A. von Zittel .as professor. Prof. 
Rothpletzhad a very wide interest in geology, and 
wrote much on subjects so far apart as the structure 
of calcareous algre and the folding of the rocks in 
mountain ranges, He was, however, always particu
larly fascinated by the geological problems presented 
by thl:: Alps, 'and to these he devoted two important 
volumes; "Geotektonische Probleme" in 1894, and 
" Geologische Alpenforschungen " in 1900-8. He aiso 
studied the marine geological formations of the Canary 
Islands, and co-operated with Dr. Simonelli in a 
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