
© 1918 Nature Publishing Group

FEBRUARY I4, 1918] NATURE 

forth in the book before us, is that the conceptions 
of the sciences are in themselves no more than 
inadequate ideal constructions of what can only 
be described finally as spiritual reality. · 

In a short notice it is impossible to o-ive any 
detailed account of the whole book, but re­
ference may be m ade to the fourth chapter, en­
titled " The Liberating Influence of Biology." 
The a uthor is in full agreement with those biolo­
gists who now claim tha t biology must be regarded 
as a science with a .distinctive working hypothe­
sis which separates it from the physical sciences. 
The basis of this claim is simply that it is not 
possible to describe and interpret the distinctive 
f?cts of in terms .of the working hypot hec 

o_f phys1cs and chem1stry : the conception of 
hfe 1tself must be employed as a fundamental 
working hypothesis. In referring to this claim he 
is ca reful to dissociate himself from what is ordin­
arily understood as vitalism, and to show that the 
daim goes much farther than that of the vitalists, 

occup1 .'vhat seems to him an _untenable 
tJOn. vv h1le he agrees, for mstance w1th 
Driesch 's criticisms of the mecha nistic of 
life, he points to radical weakness in Driesch's 
own vitalistic position. The '' liberating '' in­
fluence of biology results from the fact that the 

biology_ as mere working hypotheses of 
hm1ted apphca twn what had come to be re()'arded. 
as absolute truths established by a nd 
chemical investigation. He points out tha t a simi­
lar liberating influence has resulted from recent 
discoveries as to the nature of atoms. There is 
thus no reason now for concluding that in ulti­
mate anal:zsi_s the phenomena of Nature, including 
human act1v1ty, must be reducible to ari interplay 
of material particles , in accordance with the meta­
physical theory which he des ignates as ''natural­
ism." . The way is left open to interpretations 
on a h1gher plane, and each of the sciences is left 
free to use its own special working hypotheses. 

Perhaps most scientific readers will be inclined to 
think that the author under-estima tes the strength 
of the o! wh?t he calls the "old guard " 
of m:chamshc bwlogtsts; but, however this may 
be, h1s of the whole subject, and refer­

ences to Darwm , Huxley, Bergson, Driesch, and 
.other writers, will be found to be of much interest. 

The book may be recommended confidently to 
a ll_ thos_e wish to understand modern philoso­
phtcal 1deahsm and the g-rounds for its uncom­
promising rejection of "naturalism." 

]. S. H. 
------- ----- ----- - - --··-·· - -·--- -·- -·--·-.. -
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Hizhways and Byways in T17iltshire. 

Hutton. vVith illustrations bv Nellie 
Pp. xvii + 46:1 . (London : Macmillan 
Ltd., rgr7.) Price 6s. net. 

By E. 
Erichsen. 
and Co., 

THis book, with its charming- illustrations from 
pen-drawing-s, is more nea rly a guide to the 
ecclesiastical and mon astic architecture of the 
Middle Ag-es in Wiltshire than any other yet pub­
lished. It is not, it is true, in the form of a guide-
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book, but is arranged more or less as a description 
of a series of walks, taken by the author from 
different centres, beginning with Salisbury and 
South \Viltshire, which is treated of far more fully · 
than the northern portion of the county. 

The a uthor h as , indeed, an eye fo r natural 
scenery and dwells thereon at length on occasions; 
but his real interest lies in medieval architecture 
and in Church life previous to the Reformation, 
wh ich for him is the end of all things i!'OOd in vVilt­
shire or in England. As for Puritans, Protestants, 
Anglicans, they are, with scanty exceptions, 
anathema to him. George Herbert, Richard 
H ooker, and the " \t\Thite King " are, it is true, 
amongs t the exceptions, but for everybody even 
remotely connected with the destruction of the 
monasteries, for Seymours, and Thynnes, and 
Hung-e rfords, and especially Bay ntons, he can find 
no words to fit their baseness. The only greater 
criminals are the modern restorers of churches. 
Of the restored statues in the vVest Front of Salis­
bury Cathedral he remarks: " Is it not monstrous 
that ignorance and imbecility should be allowed 
to disport themselves on such a work as this?" 
Yet, for all his violent preferences, he writes well 
and very readably, and for those whose interests 
lie in the same direction as his own there is a vast 
deal of architectural information, very largely 
taken, as he acknowledges, from the pages of the 
TViltshire Archaeological Magazine. But it is a 
pity that the proofs were not more carefully read 
by the There are many misspellings and 
misprints, some of which make nonsense of the 
passages in which they occur. The index is good. 

The Vegetable Garden. By Ed. J. S. L ay. (The 
Pupils' Class-book Series.) Pp. I44· (Lon­
don: Macmillan and Co., Ltd., rgr7.) Price 
IS. 6d. 

ELEMENTARY education is indc.:bted to Mr. Lay for 
a number of school books on various subjects in­
tended to train children to do more and think more 
for themselves . Were school gardening made a 
subject of scientific study as well as of manual 
instruction, it would teach children to think as 
well as to work. Unfortunately, this is not always 
the case, and, even in the counties where most is 
done to encourage observation and experiment, 
man y gardening teachers find it difficult to get 
away from rule of thumb. If only to help such, 
Mr. Lay's book is to be welcomed. Intended for 
class reading to accompany outdoor work, it not 
only describes the operations, crops, insect pests, 
etc., of the garden, but also puts, in a n interesting 
way, the problems that have to be faced, and leads 
the children to make simple experiments through 
the results of which m any of the problems can be 
tackled intelligently . As a class reader it is the 
most useful gardening book that has yet appeared 
in this country, and its use should greatly enhance 
the value of school gardening as a means of real 
education. It comes at an opportune time, for in 
connection with the food production campaign 
school gardens are being multiplied, so that a host 
of new teachers will be grateful for its guidance. 
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