240

NATURE

[NOVEMBER 22, 1917

Paris,
Academy of Sciences, November 5.—M. Camille Jor-
dan in the chair.—H. Douvillé ; The lower Eocene of
Aquitaine and its fauna of Nummulites—E, L.

Bouvier : The classification of the Eupotamonea, fresh- ]

water crabs of the family of Potamonide.—G.
Lemoine : Free agricultural education. An account of
the institutions giving free agricultural teaching in
France, most of which are due to private initiative.—
W. de Tannenberg : A functional equation and spherical
unicursal curves.—E. Camichel, 1>. Eydoux, and M.
Gariel : The strokes of an hydraulic ram : calculation
of the pressures at any point in the pipe.—A.
Véronnet : The absorption of water on the moon and
planets. If the constitution of the moon is analogous
with that of the earth, it is both possible and probable
that the roeks of the moon’s crust have absorbed all
the water by slow diffusion.—P. Mercanton : The mag-
netic state of the Greenland basalts. Under certain
conditions, the magnetometric examination of a speci-
men of lava containing magnetite, the geographical
orientation of the specimen having been carefully de-
termined, may indicate the direction of the terrestrial
field at the time of cooling of the lava. But the cases
in which the theoretical conditions are perfectly ful-
filled are rare, and much discrimination is required.
Some basalts from Disco (West Greenland), like cer-
tain diabases from Isfjord, in Spitsbergen, possess a
magnetisation in the sense opposed to the magnetic
field existing to-day.—P. Mahler: The amount of
nitrogen in oxidised coals. Samples of Decazeville
coal, from the Combes outcrop, show varying states
of oxidation, the calorific values ranging between 3000
and 5200 calories. Analyses of eight specimens are
given; the nitrogen content is not much altered by
the oxidation.—E. Maury : The present conditions and
remote origin of the Triassic lgnites of the Maritime
Alps.—]. Deprat: The presence of the Permian at
Hongay, and the structure of the edge of the Rheetian
of the Tonkin coast in the bays of Along and Fai-tsi-
long.—M. Mirande : The metachromatine and the chon-
driome of Chara.—L. Roule : The habitat of the tunny-
fish (Orcvnus thynnus) and its coast displacements in

the western French Mediterranean.—F, Mesnil and M.’

Caulléry : A new type of evolutive dimorphism in a
polychetal Annelid, Spio martinensis.—M. Marage :
The form of intralaryngeal vibrating air.—]. Wolll
and B. Geslin: The diastatic degradation of inulin in
chicory root.
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