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              Essential hypertension (EH), a complex disease, is an important worldwide public-health challenge and is considered to be caused by the interaction of genetic determinants and environmental factors.
              1
            
The reninâ€“angiotensin system (RAS) continues to be the focus of substantial research efforts because of its powerful role in both blood pressure (BP) regulation and sodium and volume homoeostasis.2 Angiotensin-converting enzyme 2 (ACE2), a new member of the RAS, can convert angiotensin I (Ang I) into angiotensin 1â€“9, which can be further converted to the vasodilator angiotensin 1â€“7 (Ang 1â€“7) by ACE or other peptidases. ACE2 can also directly convert angiotensin II (Ang II), a powerful vasoconstrictor, to Ang 1â€“7. Thereby, ACE2 may counteract the function of ACE by converting Ang II into Ang 1â€“7 or by competing with ACE for the same substrate Ang I,3 implicating that ACE2 may potentially be cardio- and reno-protective for hypertension.
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