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many years pressed for the establishment of. a National 
Institute of Technical Optics. In thP. spnng of I9I6 
the Higher Education Sub-Committee of the London 
County Council put a scheme before the Board of Edu
cation, which included the establishment of a new de
partment for post-graduate educatio_n and resear.ch. at 
the Imperial College, the strengthemng of the extstmg 
department of technical optics at the N 
Polytechnic Institute, and the appoinment of a smgle 
director with a specially constituted committee to super
vise the work, both at South Kensington and Clerken
well. The London County Council offered to defray 
one-quarter of the capital and maintenance charges of 
the new department at the Imperial College, and has 
accordingly contributed wool. a year for maintenance, 
with a special capital sum of 25ool. for a lteratiom: and 
equipment. The scheme appeared to us to be promis
ing, and a fter conference with the Board of Educa
tion, the London County Council, and the Jmperial 
College, we recommended your lordships- to a 
grant of 75ol. for special apparatus and an annual 
maintenance grant of roool. a year for five years pro
vided the scheme ag'reed upon at the joint conference 
was put in force. The governors of the Imperial Col
lege offered the necessary accommodation for the pro
posed department, and la ter voted a sum of 2oool. for 
equipment. After further negotiation with the gover
nors of the Northampton Polytechnic Institute anc: with 
the Board of Scientific Societies, which hacl. interested 
ltself in the project, the scheme was adopted by a!J the 
bodies immediately concerned. 

NEW SERIES OF OPTICAL TEXT-BOOKS . 

With a due regard to the needs of the industry and 
of research students in technical optics, our Glass and 
Optical Instruments Comm1ttee h:we directed our at
tention to the deficiency of books in •he English lan
guage on geometrical ann. technical optics. They re
commend that a series of foreign works on these sub
jects should be translated a nd published, with correc
tions and additions, a proposal strongly supported by 
the Ministry of Munitions. We have endorsed this 
recommenda tion, and the Committee of Council have 
accordingly authorised the issue by the department of 
revised versions in English of the following standard 
works at cost price :-

Von Rohr: "Die Theorie der optischen Instrumente," 
vol. i., " Die Bilderzeugung in optischen Inst rumenten." 

Gleichen : " Die Theorie der modernen optischen In
strumente." 

Ferraris (Tr. by Lippich) : "Die Fundamental-Eigen
schaften der dioptrischen Instrumente." 

At the close of our report last year we remarked that 
·• if it is supposed that modern industry can be de
veloped or even maintained by a process of detailed 
investigations, a series of particular inquiries, however 
careful, the time, trouble, and expense will be largely 
wasted." We are not likely, therefore, to suppose that 
the considerable number of inquiries we have initiated 
or aided and have referred to in this part of our report 
are any adequa te measure of the ;Jrogress made in deal
ing with the difficult situation with which British in
dustry is faced. Whatever, has been accomplished 
would be better understood by comparing the general 
attitude of manufacturers to-day with their attitude 
before the war, or even eighteen months ago; by 
noticing the rapidity with . which men of science at long 
last are coming to their own ; by listening to the altered 
tone of all classes, and not least the men of business, 
towards the claims of education. May we add that if 
our labours are helping to prepare one of the roads for 
the coming advance, it will be due in the main to our 
conviction that roads can only be built in country that 
has been adequately 5Urveyed? 
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