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genetic and phylogenetic questions will be discussed in 
a la ter paper.-Dr. J. M. Petrie : T he occurrence of 
hydrocya nic acid in plants. Pa rt iii. treats of five in
digenous and seven cultivated cya nogenetic plants. 
Detailed experiments were made with a number of 
Alocasias, and a description of the distribution of the 
glucosides in the different parts of the plants is given. 
-Dr. J . M. Petrie · The chemica l investigation of some 
poisonous plants in the N.O. Solanaceae. Part iv., the 
chemistry of the Duboisias. This impor tant group of 
endemic pla nts the pituri-t1·ee of Central AuS
tralia and the cork-tree of New South vVales . The 
form er is the only nicotine pla nt known other than the 
Nicotianas; a nd the latter conta ins the a tropine-group 
of alkaloids, including the new nor-hyoscyamine. A 
third species, resembling the cork-tree , was also found 
to contain the same constituents. A comple te historical 
account is given of the numerous chemical researches 
on the first two of these plants; a nd the contradictory 
evidence has been settled definitelv by new experi
mental data. The proximate composition of the plants 
is compared and the invt>stig ation of their alkaloids 
described. 

PETROGRAD. 

Academy of Sciences, F ebruary 1.-E. S. Fedorov: A 
new descriptive geometry.-N. :l.utagin: The ovary of 
the elephant.-V. V. Zalenskij: The segmentation of 
the ovum of Salpa bicaudata. First period.-E. Busch : 
Ericace<e (Arctostaphylos , Arctous, Vaccinium, Cal
luna) of Siberia and the Far East.-A. M. Nikollskij : 
Coluber (Vipera) sachalinensis, Czar., and its history. 
-G. J. Vereicagin: The basins in the vicinity of Lake 
Baikal.-VI. N. Snitnikov : The reptiles of the province 
of Semirecje.-N. M. Krylov : Application of the 
method of W. Ritz to a system of differential equations. 

HISTORICAL AND PHILOLOGICAL SECTION, January 25. 
-P. A. Falev: Account of an expedition in Trans
ca ucasia and to Azerbeidzan in the summer of 1916.
N. Ja. Marr: ( r) The Georg ian epic, "The Hero in 
the Panther's Skin," bv Sota of Rusta v, and a new 
problem touching anci ent Georg ian culture. (4 A source 
of new informa tion concerning .the history of the Cau
casian peoples.-! Ju. KraCkovskij: Description of the 
collection of Korans brought by F. I. Uspenskij from 
Trebizond. 
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