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genetic and phylogenetic questions will be discussed in
a later paper.—Dr. J. M. Petrie : The occurrence of
hydrocyanic acid in plants. Part iii. treats of five in-
digenous and seven cultivated cyanogenetic plants.
Detailed experiments were made with a number of
Alocasias, and a description of the distribution of the
glucosides in the different parts of the plants is given.
—Dr. J. M. Petrie - The chemical investigation of some
poisonous plants in the N.O. Solanacez. Part iv., the
chemistry of the Duboisias. This important group of
endemic plants includes the pituri-tree of Central Aus-
tralia and the cork-tree of New South Wales. The
former is the only nicotine plant known other than the
Nicotianas; and the latter contains the atropine-group
of alkaloids, including the new nor-hyoscyamine. A
third species, resembling the cork-tree, was also found
to contain the same constituents. A complete historical
account is given of the numerous chemical researches
on the first two of these plants; and the contradictory
evidence has been settled definitelv by new experi-
mental data. The proximate composition of the plants
is compared and the investigation of their alkaloids
described.
PETROGRAD.

Academy of Sciences, February 1.—E. S. Fedorev: A
new descriptive geometry.—N. Kutagin: The ovary of
the elephant.—V. V. Zalenskij: The segmentation of
the ovum of Salpa bicaudata. First period.—E. Busch :
Ericaceze (Arctostaphylos, Arctous, Vaccinium, Cal-
luna) of Siberia and the Far East.—A. M. Nikoliskij :
Coluber (Vipera) sachalinensis, Czar., and its histéry.
—G. J. Verestagin : The basins in the vicinity of Lake
Baikal.—VI. N. Snitnikev : The reptiles of the province
of Semirééje.—N. M. Krylov: Application of the
mrethod of W. Ritz to a system of differential equations.

Historical AND PHILOLOGICAL SECTION, January 23.
—P. A. Falev: Account of an expedition in Trans-
caucasia and to AzerbeidZan in the summer of 1916.—
N. Ja. Marr: (1) The Georgian epic, ‘“The Hero in
the Panther’s Skin,” bv Sota of Rustav, and a new
problem touching ancient Georgian culture. (2) A source
of new information concerning the history of the Cau-
casian peoples.—1 Ju, Kratkovskij : Description of the
collection of Korans brought by F. I. Uspenskij from
Trebizond.
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DIARY OF SOCIETIES.

THURSDAY, MAv z4.

RovaL SocieTy, at g 30.—The Influence of Vibrations upon the Form of
Certain Sponge-Spicules : Prof. A. Dendy and Prof. J. W. Nicholson.—
The Lateral Vibrations of Bars of Variable Section: Prof J. W,
Nicholson.

Rovar EnsTrTuTION, at 3.—The Chromosome Theory of Heredity and the
Alternatives: Prof. W. Bateson.

RovaL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, at s.30.—The Resources and Future of
British Columbia: Dr. J. F. Unstead.

Linnean Society, at 3.—Anniversary Mesting,

AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE, at 8.—The Testing of Materials for Aera-
nautical Construction : Edgar A. Allcut.

INSTITUTION OF MINING AND METALLURGY, at 5.30.—Shall Great Britain
and America Adopt the Metric System?: W, R. Ingalls,

FRIDAY, MaAY z5.

Rovacr INsTITUTION, at 5.30.—DBreathlessness : J. Barcroft.

PuvsicaL SociETy, at 5.—An Investigation of Radium Luminous Com-
pound : C. C. Paterson, J. W. T. Walsh, and W. F. Higgins.—The
Resistance to the Motion of a Lamina, Cylinder, or Sphere in a Rarefied
Gas: F. J. W. Whipple.—The Effect of Stretching on the Thermal and
Electrical Conductivitias of Wires : Dr. C. H. Lees.

SATURDAY, Mav 26.
RovaL InstiTUTION, at 3.—The Electrical Properties ot Gases: Sir J. J.

Thomsen.
TUESDAY, May 2q.

R%AL InsTiTUTION, at 3.—The Movement of Glaciers: Prof. W. W.
atts.
THURSDAY, May 31.

RaovaL INSTITUTION, at 3.—The Arr of the Essayist : A. C. Benson.

FRIDAY, JunE 1.

RovAL INSTITUTION, at 5.30.—The Brontés; A Hundred Years After:
J. H. Balfour Browne.

GEOLOGISTS  ASSOCIATION, at 7.30,—The Post-Pliocene: Non-Marine
Mollusca of Ireland : A. S. Kennard and B. B. Woodward

SATURDAY, JuNE 2.

Rovar INSTITUTION, at 3.—The Flectrical Properties of Gases: Sir J. J.
Thomson.

CONTENTS. PAGE
Engineering Aerodynamics. . . ., + . « « . . . . 241
The Briquetting of Fuels, By H.L.. . . . . o n 242
Problems of Behaviour, ByJ. A. T.. . . .. 243
Our Bookshelf . f el M e mEs s 3 bwEowa 248

Letters to the Editor:—
The Stability of Lead Isotopes from Thorium.—
Prof. Frederick Soddy, F.R.S.; Dr. Arthur

Holmes . . .. . ... .... .. . 244
The Suspended Publication of the “Kew Bulletin.”
ByJ.B.F, . o 8. . icoo o inoo i v o4 v .. 245
Conservation of Wild Life in Canada, By Dr. C,
Gordon Hewitt: . « v mw e » 6 ¢ o 5 6w w w 246
Prof. Joseph Riban; : o o u v + o 5 ¢ # # & « & 28%
Notes . . . . .. T o E 6 E W m W W 247
Our Astronomical Column :—
Two Kclipsing Variable Stays . . ., . . . . . i n 282
New Zealand Time Service . . . . . « . . . . . 252
Stonyhurst College Observatory Report . . . . . . 252
Continued and Specialised Education in England
and Wales . . . . ... ..... W w e ow o4 o8 283
The Supply of Cereals. . . . .. . ... ... 253
Tests for Glanders in Army Horses . . . . . . . 25
REGB&ED: . 0 v o o woi oo e o o mi om0 e wa s s o= 253
University and Educational Intelligence . . . . . 2357
Societies and Academies., . . . . . . & W 258
Books Received . . . . .. S W e e e B 260
Diaryof SocietieB . . .  + wn s w o ¢ & & 200

Editorial and Publishing Offices:
MACMILLAN AND CO., Ltp,,
ST. MARTIN’S STREET, LONDON, W.C. 2

Advertisements and business letters to be addressed to the
Publishers.

Editorial Communications to the Editor.
Telegraphic Address: Puusis, LonNpon.
Telephone Number : GERRARD 8830.

© 1917 Nature Publishing Group



	BOOKS RECEIVED.

