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has not been, and in some quarters there is not 
at the present time, that straightforward dealing 
with the question to which the advocates of more 
scien<;e think they are entitled. The reluctance 
of the literary people to yield up a fair propor
tion of the time-table to the modern studies lies 
at the root' of the matter. It is now a question 
of curri<;ulum, and even in the schools which boast 
laboratories and appliances the controversy will 
never end until this barrier is overcome. It is, 
fore, particularly gratifying to observe the attitude 
of the Headmasters' Conference as represented 
by the resolutions printed in NATURE of January 4 
(p. 359). Among the resolutions passed the fol
lowing is conspicuous:-

(a) That it is essential to a boy's general education 
that should have some knowledge of the natural 
laws underlying the phenomena of daily life, and some 
training in their experimental investigation. (b) 
That, lin the opinion of this Conference, this can 
best be ensured by giving to all boys adequate courses 
of generalised science work, which would normally be 
completed for the ordinary boy at the age of sixteen. 
(c) That, after this stage, boys who requi.re it should 
take up science work of a more Sipecialised type. 

Nothing can be better as a statement of a 
generalised opinion, and we may hope that head
masters will see that it is put into practical effect. 
There is some ground for belief that this hope will 
not be in every case disappointed. The address 
delivered on Tuesgay, January 9, by the Rev. 
J. R. Wynne-Edwards as president of the In
porated Association of Headmasters (see NATURE, 
January I I, p. 380) does not appear to be the utter
ance of a man who is toying with tl:le question, and 
the distribution of hours at the Leeds Grammar 
School, of which he is headmaster, would doubt
less be found more satisfactory than in some other 
places. There is not g·reat divergence of opinion 
in respect to fundamental principles, if We except 
a comparatively few extreme partisans on both 
sides. But a satisfactory position is not allotted 
to the natural sciences in those schools in which an 
engineering or military side composed of special
ists has been established, while the majority of 
the boys in the school-namely, those to be found 
on the classical side, which includes many of the 
best-are put off with two hours a . week or less 
in a time-table which covers thirty hours for other 
subjects. It is not the function of the schools 
to provide a . body of scientific specialists, but 
every boy and girl in the kingdom should have 
time and opportunity for the acquisition of some 
degree of bmiliarity with the chief methods and 
conclusions of the observational and experimental 
sciences. Concentration on special or technical 
matters should not be encouraged before the age 
of sixteen or seventeen, and should not be sought 
in the curriculum of a general education. The 
testimony of a business man on this point ought 
to serve to correct the views of many parents, 
and it is worthy of notice that Mr. W. L Hichens 
(chairman of Messrs. Cammell Laird and Co.), 
in an important paper contributed to the same 
meeting, expressed the opinion that "specialised 
education at school was of no practical value." 
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On the second day of the meeting (January 10) 

a paper was read by Mr. A. D. Hall, F.R.S., a 
Development Commissioner and formerly director 
of the Rothamsted Experimental Station, on "A 
General Course of Science for the Secondary 
School." Mr. Hall made no claim for any kind 
of training directly applicable to' industry. He 
desired to see a broad and liberal treatment of 
science, and in the outline he proceeded to sketch 
he included a larger share than is customary Df 
studies in the domain of biology. In doing this 
he was not afraid of the charge Df smattering. 
It would be interesting indeed to look into the 
details of his scheme of work, remembering that 
this is the outcome of the mature experience of a 
former schoolmaster. Mr. Hall was at one time 
chief science master in King Edward's School, 
Birmingham. 

A by Mr. A. C. Benson, Master of 
Magdalene College, Cambridge, read before the 
Roya,l Society of Arts on December 20 on the 
subject of "Literature .and Science in Education," 
will be welcomed by all teachers of science and 
others interested in progre?s towards the com
promise which must be arrived at if peace is tD 
be secured. Mr. Benson is a well-known literary 
man with full experience as a teacher, having been 
for years a master at Eton. It is all the 
more gratifying, therefore, to find the conciliatory 
spirit, the liberality of view, and the freedom from 
prejudice which pervade his paper. It is impos
sible adequately to summarise it, and it should 
be read especially by headmasters. One point on 
which he lays emphasis is the importance of 
securing good and enthusiastic teachers, and this 
implies the necessity for rendering the teaching 
profession more attractive than it has been in the 
past. With regard tD subjects he says: "I do 
not believe in intellectual progress being possible 
without intellectual interest "-a view which will 
be generally acceptable to the present generation, 
even among those who are not old enough to 
look back tD the time when Latin grammar with 
plenty of cane was looked upon as the one effectual 
and eC0'nomical basis of education. 

LORD CROMER, a.M., F.R.S. 

NOT only those who have worked in Egypt, but 
all who are interested in that country, will 

have learned with deep -regret Df the death of 
Lord Cromer on Monday last, January 29. 

On returning to Egypt in 1883, six years after 
his first appointment there as a Commissioner of 
the Debt, Lord Cromer found the c0'untry in a 
state of administrative chaos after the suppression 
of Arabi's ' rebellion, while bankruptcy appeared 
imminent. In the Sudan, troubles were already 
assuming a threatening aspect, and the dervish 
revolt was sh0'rtly to ' take place. Under such 
conditions the most urgent needs were to re-
0'rganise the administration of the country, and t0' 
re-establish its financial position by developing the 
great agricultural resources of the Nile Valley 
and Delta. The provision at the International 
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Convention at London in 1885 of a million sterling 
to be devoted to irrigation was the first step 
towards. the regeneration of Egypt which has 
since: gone on with scarcely a checii' on the lines 
which he then Iaiddown. Those first six or seven 
years were of rigid economy, when all 
expendifurehad to be' stridly curtailed and every 
source of revenue carefully husbanded, but by 
1890 the race against bankruptcy was won, and it 
became possible to deal more generously with 
various branches of the Administration. 

Lord Cromer was always keenly sympathetic to
wards education, and year by year as means be
came more ample the gratlts for it were increased. 
Schools for elementary vernacular education and 
secondary and technical schools were established 
in constantly increasing numbers throughout the 
country, while the training of teachers to staff 
them was likewise taken in hand. In a 
Mohammedan country the education of the female 
population always presents especial difficulties, but 
an ever-increasing number of girls' schools have 
gradually been established throughout Egypt. 

Efficient irrigation ·of the cultivable land being 
the prime necessity of Egypt's existence, the first 
grant which made the restoration of the Delta 
Barrage practicable was followed by many others, 
and Lord Cromer supported unceasingly the 
demands of the irrigation engineers until the 
present system of dams, barrages, and distributing 
canals had been, if not completed, at least largely 
achieved. Closely related to irrigation is the 
agriculture of the country, and the investigations 
necessary to improve the principal crops had 
always his warm support. 

"The principal function of Government," said 
Lord Cromer in his report for the year 1903) 
"is the prevention of epidemic diseases/' and 
to provide adequately for the sanitation of the 
country was increasingly his care as resources 
became greater. Recent visitations of cholera 
and bubonic plague have shown how much 
success has been obtained in this direction; while 
the hospitals and medical schools which now 
exist have made many forget the appalling con
ditions which prevailed in that country forty 
years ago. 

The geological survey and the cadastral sur
vey of Egypt, from which developed the recent 
geodetic work in the Nile Valley, are further 
instances of the way in which Lord Cromer 
encouraged the more scientific aspects of work of 
practical importance. 

In Egypt archreology has a vast and important 
field of activity, and while his own interests were 
most closely connected with the classical period, 
Lord Cromer supported all projects for the better 
conservation of ancient buildings and the investi
gation of the past history and the ancient civilisa
tion of the country. To his advocacy we owe the 
systematic study of the Nile Valley in Nubia, 
which, besides the archreological results, has 
yielded in the hands of Prof. Elliot Smith such 
important evidence relating to the Egyptian race. 
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After his retirement from Egypt his interest in 
science led him, by becoming president ()f the 
Research· Defence Society,' to aid the opposition 
to the ignorant outcry against vivisection,' since 
he recognised its importance in furthering the 
advancement of lTIedicine and. surgery. .. In 191 I 

he was elected a fellow· of the Royal Society as 
one who had rendered service to .science. 

Laden with heavy responsibilities of adminis
tration, and fully occupied by the many problems 
which Egypt presented, he. still found time to 
take interest in all new investigations which were 
being undertaken; his kindly advice and powerful 
aid Were always available to those who were 
playing their part in the reconstruction of Egypt, 
and to them he was one on whose support they 
could always confidently depend. H. G. L. 

NOTES. 

AMONG the list OIf honours conferred by the King on 
officers of the Army, the Royal Army Medical Servke 
has reason to be g!1atiified by nhe number bestowed 
upon Its .members. Sk Alfred Keogh, the Director. 
Geneml, is promoted to be G.C.B., shalling this dis· 
tinction with Sir .Wj,JUam Robertson. Sir' Alfred 
Keogh was a former ofuhe Army 
Medical Service, and subsequent to his retirement 
became rector of the Imperi'al ColJege of Science 
and Technology, but soon after the outJhreak of 
war was recaHed to his former post. He found the 
Royal Army Medical Servke oon.fronted with a 
task of the first magnitude, and its staff numeric· 
a:lly wholly inadequate to cope with the work 

it. Wit:h:in a few months he made a 
new force of it; numbers of the younger medical 
practhione'rs were en!1ol:1ed in its ,ranks, and senJor 
members of the medica'! 
surgeons, hygienists, and specialists in aH branches
were attached to i,t in a consultative capa6ty. For two 
years this virtually new force has worked ha,rmoniously 
and efficienNy. Never have the wounded been 
so promptly and so adequately for, while the 
prevention of the nume!1OUS diseases whioh alre so 
liable to follow on war and the tlCain of an army has 

I never been more successfully accomplIshed. 

THE KING ha,s been pleased to oonfer the Com. 
panionship of the Order of the Bath, for services 
rendered in conneotion with the war, upon 
Lieut.·Col. G. H. Barling, vice.ohancellor of the 
University of Birmling'ham, who is now serving 
as a consulting surgeon to the B['itish Army in 
grance. The honour of Compan1ionship of the Order 
of St. Michael and St. George has also been oonferred 
for war services upon Major Bertram Hopkinson, 
F.R.S., professor of mechanism and applied mechanics, 
Cambridge University. 

WE regret to see in .the Morning Post of January 30 
the announcement of the death, at eighty.two years 
of age, of Mr. John Tebbutt, of Windsor, New South 
Wales, where he had an observatory and carried on 
very valuable astronomical work for many years. 

SURGEON-GENL. SIR G. H. MAKINS will deliver the 
Hunterian ora,tion before Ithe Royal College of 
Surgeons of England on Wednesday, February 14. 

subject be the influence exerted by the 
mnhtary expenence of John Hunter on himself and 
on the military surgeon of to-day. 
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