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ro<:ks.-M. Friedmann: The vortices in a liquid at 
variable temperature.-L. Hartmann : The determina
tion of the mechanical equivalent of heat by the 
method of Hirn. It is shown that the hypothesis 
which forms the basis of the determination of Hirn 
is not confirmed by experiment.-C. Camichel : The 
amplitude of the odd harmonics in the strokes of a 
hydraul.ic ram.-G. A. Le l{oy: A reagent for free 
chlorine in· drinking water. The amount of free 
chlorine in drinking water which has been purified by 
means of hypochlorites is at present controlled by the 
well-known iodide of starch reaction. The new re
agent suggested, which has a higher sensibility than 
the iodide of starch, is the chlorohydrate of hexa
methylparaminotriphenylmethane. The violet colour is 
foi:med immediately, and its intensity is proportional 
to the amount of free chlorine present. Water con
taining only three hundred millionths of chlorine gives 
a visible i:eaction with the new reagent; about three 
times this quantity is necessary to show the iodide of 
starch reaction. Details for the preparation and use 
of the reagent are given. 

CAPE TOWN. 

l{oyal Society of South Africa, July 19.-Dr. L. 
Peringuey, president, in the chair.-E. J. Goddard : 
Pelodlrilus africanus, a new Haplotaxid from South 
Africa. The species here described constitutes the first 
representative of the family Haplotaxidre recorded from 
South Africa. Of the two genera included within this 
family, one-Haplotaxis-is represented by fresh-water 
species in Europe, North America, and New Zealand, 
while the remaining genus-Pelodrilus-is represented 
in New Zealand by a species inhabiting damp earth. 
The African species is to be included in the lat~r 
genus. The specimens were obtained in mud on 
Sneeuw Kop, near Wellington, Cape Province, at an 
elevation of 5000 ft. above sea-level. The length varies 
from 20 to 40 mm.-Paul A. van der Bijl: Note on 
Polysaccum crassipes, a common fungus in Eucalyptus 
plantations around Pretoria. Polysaccum crassipes is 
so common in Eucalyptus plantations around Pretoria 
that it appeared interesting to determine in what rela
tion it stood to the Eucalypti. The investigation was 
begun at the Botanical Laboratories, Pretoria, and 
afterwards concluded at the Natal Herbarium, Durban. 
The morphology of the fungus is briefly dealt with 
and followed by suggestions which indicate that the 
relation between the fungus and host is one of sym
biosis. 

CALCUTTA. 

Asiatic Society of Bengal, August 2.-Dr. N. Annandale : 
Zoological results of a tour in the Far East. I., The 
Mollusca of Lake Biwa, Japan. Lake Biwa, as might 
be expected from its geographical position and from 
what is known of the fauna of Japan generally, seems 
to be, so far as the Mollusca are concerned, the meet
ing-place of two lines of migration, one coming from 
the north, the other from the south. 
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