
© 1916 Nature Publishing Group

24 NA7.URE [SEPTEMBER 7, 1916 

of the planets.-H. Bordier : The action of light on 
dilute aqueous solutions of iodine and iodide of starch. 
Dilute solutions of these two substances, stable in the 
dark, are bleached by the action of light. The hypo
thesis put forward to explain this fact is based on the 
supposition that both iodine and iodide of starch do not 
form true solutions but colloidal solutions.-A. 
Blanchetiere : The relations between the chemical con
stitution of certain derivatives of amino-acids and the 
mode of attack of these substances by bacteria.-Ch. 
Dhc!re and G. Vegezzi: The influence exercised by the 
degree of reduction of the hremochromogens on their 
spectra. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Linnean Society, June 28.--Mr. C. Hedley, vice-presi
dent, in the chair.-R. J. Tillyard: Studies in Australian 
Neuroptera. No. iii., The wing-venation of the Chryso
pidre. The paper shows the method adopted in extract
ing the pupa of Chrysopa from its cocoon, and preparing 
the wing-sheaths for photomicrography. The result of a 
study of the pupal wing tracheation demonstrates that 
the Chrysopidre are the most highly specialised of all 
Neuroptera. In the hindwing the point usually taken 
as the origin of Rs is shown to be a false origin, the 
true basal portion being fused with M. In both wings 
the veins usually named the media and cubitus are 
shown to be highly complex formations developed from 
consecutive, short portions of the true media, true 
cubitus, a nd the more proximal branches of the radial 
sector. These latter are termed the Banksian sectors, 
since their part in the above formations is similar to 
tha t of the branches forming the . Banksian line in 
Myrmeleontidre. The two composite veins themselves 
are named the pseudomedia (L') a nd pseudocubitus 
(Cu') respectively. No corresponding veins are known 
anvwhere else in the class Insecta. The true media 
is ·shown to be branched in both wings, Banks's 
"_divisory veinlet '.' in the f?rewing being formed by 
divergence and distal re-fus10n between M 2 and M,. 
The paper concludes with a phylogenetic discussion in 
which the venation of the Apochrysidre is compared 
with that of the Chrysopidre, and the descent of these 
families from an original Osmylid-like stock, via 
forms like the Jurassic Mesochrysopa, is indicated.
Dr. A. J. Turner: A third contribution to a knowledge 
of the Lepidopterous fauna of Ebor Scrub, N.S.W. 
Four additional visits· to the Scrub, in January, 1916, 
resulted in 128 captures, r epresentinlj( forty species, 
twenty-two of which have been previously recorded. 
Six of the remaining eighteen a re known to occur 
elsewhere, and twelve are now described as new, as 
well as an interesting geometrid obtained in 1914,_ but 
overlooked. The number of r ecognised species amounts 
to sixty-nine, of which only twenty-four are known 
from other localities.-M. Aurousseau : Petrological 
notes. No. ii., The rela tion s between some West Aus
tralian gneissic and granitic rocks. The observations 
recorded are g-rouped under two heads- " The Geology 
of the Roelands District,'' and "The Crystalline Rocks 
of Albany." 
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