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In connection with the British scheme, it has 
recently been stated that "many hundreds of men, 
drawn from other occupations, have become 
chemical workers, and are making more money 
than they ever earned before." Although it is 
satisfactory to know that these new-comers in 
the dye field are already reaping a golden harvest, 
yet it must be admitted that the existing conditions 
are exceptional, even in an enterprise largely subsi
dised by the State. The ultimate justification of 
this good fortune will be the capacity to meet the 
foreign rival, whether German or American, with 
dyes of equal tinctorial value at even prices. As 
regards the French problem, Dr. Wahl is under 
no illusions as to an easy victory. He warns his 
compatriots that in this competition, as in the 
war, the essential requirements are stupendous 
efforts, much expenditure of capital, and even 
more of time. 

SIR WILLIAM TURNER, K .C.B., F .R.S. 

SIR WILLIAM TURNER, vice-chancellor and 
principal of the University of Edinburgh, 

died on Tuesday, February IS, in the eighty-fourth 
year of his age. His much-lamented death was 
unexpected. Almost to the day preceding the last 
illness he had been engaged in university duties, 
to which his whole life had been devoted. Although 
for several days previously he had been suffering 
from a recurrence of slight symptoms of gastric 
derangement, which for several years had been 
the one "thorn in the flesh " of an otherwise 
singularly strong and robust constitution, they 
had not prevented him from engaging in univer
sity work. A profuse gastric h::emorrhage, how
ever, occurred early on Sunday morning, Febru
ary I3, which produced collapse, soon followed by 
a painless oblivion, terminating in the final rest 
of death. 

His record is a great one of services to his uni
versity and to the cause of education. A distin
guished student of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London, he went to Edinburgh on the invitation 
of the renowned Prof. Goodsir to assume the office 
of demonstrator of anatomy. So successful was 
he in this office and so meritorious were his early 
contributions to anatomical knowledge that on the 
death of Good sir in I 867, he was, by universal 
approval, appointed to succeed him as professor 
of anatomy. He brilliantly justified expectation 
during his thirty-six years of tenure of the chair. 
Exact and methodical in his teaching, clear and 
emphatic in his statements to the useful extent of 
even being somewhat dogmatic, he proved a 
highly successful expositor of the subject. The 
anatomy department in his earlier professorial 
days had a preponderating share in medical edu
cation, and the number of students of anatomy 
was large. Turner 's genius for organisation 
accordingly found ample scope in the arrange
ment for teaching. He remained professor for 
thirty-six years, and it is a melancholy recollection 
that as I917 would have represented fifty years 
since he first became professor, former pupils were 
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already considering a jubilee celebration in his 
honour. 

During the tenure of the anatomy chair Sir 
\Villiam Turner had shown, as a member of 
Senatus, so thorough a knowledge of university 
affairs, and, above all, so unequalled an ability 
to deal with financial problems, that he was an 
easy favourite for the principalship, in succession 
to Sir William Muir. He was appointed to this 
high office and also to that of vice-chancellor in 
1903. The one reservation that found expression 
in some quarters was the possibility that he might 
exhibit a bias in favour of medical interests. He, 
however, assumed office with the declared inten
tion of acting always in the best interests of all 
the faculties, and he loyally carried out this in
tention. A retrospect shows how whole
heartedly he furthered the well-being and success 
of all the faculties. He has left his impress on the 
development of each of them, which has been so 
gratifying in recent years. He was largely instru
mental in establishing new professorships and 
lectureships, and in furthering tutorial instruction 
in arts and science. \Vith unflagging energy and 
much tact he pioneered schemes for new build
ings and new technical departments. On the site 
of the famous old infirmary, monuments of his 
untiring energy have been erected for science and 
arts, rivalling in some respects the palatial build
ings devoted to medical education, erected while 
he was professor of anatomy. 

Turner did not confine his activities to university 
affairs. In 1886 he was appointed member of the 
General Medical Council, of which body he re
mained a member for nearly twenty years. On 
the resignation of Sir Richard Quain in 1898 he 
was elected president of the council. This high 
office gave him full opportunity for displaying the 
qualities of tact, organising power, and familiarity 
with details, not less than the skill in reconciling 
conflicting interests, by which he was so con
spicuously distinguished. As the mouthpiece of 
the council he conveyed to the Privy Council the 
views of the medical profession and the medical 
authorities on all questions of public and State 
importance, and thereby his influence on the well
being of the medical profession and on medical 
practice in the British Empire became a prepon
derating one. He successively occupied many 
other high appointments, such as those of presi
dent of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, of the Royal Physical 
Society of Edinburgh, of the Anthropological 
section of the British Association, and of this 
Association itself on the occasion of its meeting 
in 1900. 

Turner's business capacity led to his services 
being frequently in request on various committees 
and institutions affecting the public. Notwith
standing these many occupations, the almost un
bounded vitality displayed during the greater part 
of life allowed him to do good and notable original 
work. He was one of the editor-founders of the 
]ournal of Anatomy and a frequent contributor to 
its pages. His writings on anthropology and 
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craniology have a world-wide reputation, and the 
anatomy of the whale formed a favourite subject 
of research, in which he established a position as 
a great authority. 

This unceasing activity in many spheres did 
not fail to bring recognition from numerous 
learned bodes as well as from the Crown. He 
was created a Knight in 1886, and in rgor a 
K.C.B. His native town of Lancaster mani
fested the pride felt in his world-wide reputation 
by placing a commemorative tablet on the house 
in which he was born. Honorary degrees were 
almost showered upon him. He was an Honorary 
LL.D., D.C.L., D.Sc., and M.D. of one or other 
of almost every university in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and an honorary member of many aca
demies and learned societies throughout the 
civilised world. It may be added that he was 
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of the Queen's 
Royal Volunteer Brigade, in the University Com
pany, of which he was an original member at the 
beginning of the volunteer movement in the early 
sixties of last century. 

Sheer ability and force of character were the 
weapons by which Turner carved his way to a 
distinction probably without parallel among his 
scientific and academic contemporaries. His 
strong personality gained for him success in the 
contests which could not be avoided in many of 
the interests and schemes he sought to advance. 
His honesty of purpose and soundness of judg
ment were always apparent, and much opposition 
was conciliated by his courtesy. 

To many he was a dearly loved friend, whose 
constancy could always be relied upon. Origin
ating, it may be, in the circumstance that both 
were Anglo-Scots, hut probably .even more be
cause of the similar lines of biological research 
which early engrossed their thoughts, he formed 
a lifelong and very close friendship with Lister. 
The death of Lord Lister threw a light upon 
Turner's character and disposition by evoking 
outward manifestations of such suffering and 
pained emotion as even his intimate friends could 
not have anticipated. 

How general was the affection and respect and 
admiration with which he was regarded was mani
fested in the ceremony which marked the closing 
of his career. A remarkably representative 
gathering assembled for the service in St. John's 
Church, preceding the interment in the Dean 
Cemetery, where many of his academic predeces
sors have their last resting place. It included the 
Lord Provost and Town Council of Edinburgh; 
the University Court, Senatus and Students' 
Union and Representative Council; the vice
chancellor-s and professors of the three other Scot
tish universities; representatives of the 
ties of Oxford and London, of the Royal SociPties 
of London and Edinburg-h, of the Royal Scottish 
Academy and Geographical Society, of the Roy<> I 
Infirmary, and of many other pub.lic bodies 
institutions; while, also, Lord Kitchener, rector 
of the university, was represented by the Com
mander-i-n-Chief-in-Scotland. 
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NOTES. 
IN order to cleat· up any misunderstanding that may 

arise in consequence of recent legisl ation concerning 
reserved occupations, the Royal Society desires to 
point out that an unmarried chemist of military age 
entitled to exemption as an "analytical consulting or 
research chemist" should, unles.s he has been attested 
bejore March 2, lodge a claim f.or exemption with the 
local tribunal before that date. Men who have been 
attested should lodge their claims for exemption with 
the recruiting officer or local tribunal when called up 
for enlistment; and if such claims be not admitted, 
a communication stating all material facts in favout· 
of the disputed claim should be addressed at once to 
the secretaries of the Royal Society, Burlington House, 
London. 

\VE learn with regret that Dr. P. Chappuis, the 
distinguished authority on gas thermometry, died at 
Basic on February 15. 

i\frl. F. ]. CHESHIRE, of the optical branch of the 
Ministry of Munitions, has been elected president of 
the Optical Society, in succession to Dr. W. Ettles. 

THE J cath is anounccd, in his sixty-ninth year, of 
Dr. R. G. Alexande;·, consulting physician to the Royal 
Infirmary of Bradford and Halifax. Dr. Alexander 
was a pioneer in the advocacy of open-air treatment 
of phthisis and other complaints. He was the author 
of "Phthisis: its Prevention and Treatment," and of 
,. The Art of Prolonging Life." 

\VE regret to note from the Engineer f01· February 18 
the dea th, on February 13, of Mr. T. de Courcy Meade, 
the city surveyoi· of Manchester. Mr. Meade had held 
his post in Manchester since 1894; his most important 
\Vork was concerned with the development of the 
new drainage scheme. He also rendered useful ser
vice in connection with the city's town-planning 
schemes and the reform of slum areas. He was a 
member of the Institutions of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineers, and also of several other engineering 
societies. An account of his work in Manchester is 
given in a paper which he read in 1914 before the 
Institution of Municipal and County Engineers. 

LIEUT.-COL. STANLEY BoYD, senior surgeon to Char
ing Cross Hospital, passed away on February r, after 
a short illness. He was educated at University Col
lege Hospital, and was appointed assistant-surgeon to 
Charing Cross Hospital in 1882, and was lecturer in 
anatomy in the school from 1888 to 1897. He was a 
sound teacher and a brilliant operator, and was par
ticularly interested in the operative treatment of malig
nant disease. Stanley Boyd was a keen advocate of 
the claims of women to be educated for the medical 
profession, and much of the success of the Women's 
School was due to him. He held strong views on the 
university question in London, and was one of those 
who advocated the concentration of medical teaching 
in a few centres. At the time of his death he was 
chairman of the Board of Advanced Medical Studies 
of the University. 
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