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Sir Frederick Treves did not find it possible to show 
clearly in what exact respects the institute claimed to 
have made an advance. I imagine his t·emarks were 

to serve a double purpose-to explain the 
part that radium play in disease. and to. show 
on what lines the mstttute had new mformatwn to 
publish. 

The conditions of lay journalism are such that the 
is usually forced the _value . of 

claims put forward by constdenng the way m whtch 
they me presented, wi th the stan<;ling o! the 
speaker and of the instttutwn that has gtven a 
platfo1·m. Several papers have made the expenment 
of employing an expert in such matters, but on the 
whole the results have been disappointing. It is to 
be hoped that the episode, and your co_mments on it, 
will act as a warning for future occaswns, and. that 
in communications to the lay Press men of sctence 
will more careful to pre
serve a proper perspective 
and to differentiate clearly 
betwe•;n new and already 
well-known facts. 

0NF OF THE REPORTERS 
PRESENT. 

THE GLASGOW 
MEMORIAL TO LORD 

KELVIN. 

Behind the figure are placed his binnacle and 
mirror galvanometer, with other emblems of his 
services to industry and science. The memorial 
is the work of Mr. A. 1vicFarlane Shannan, 
Glasgow, and, in the words of Prof. Perry, as a 
faithful likeness and, wha t is more , as a work of 
art, it does all that art could do in awakening the 
emotions of reverence and love felt by all who 
came closely in touch with the great master. 

At the unveiling ceremony, which took place 
at I I a.m., a letter from Lady Kelvin was read 
expressing her regret at being unable to attend, 
and after a short introductory speech by the 
Lord Provost, Mr. Birrell began his address. He 
referred to William Thomson's early life and 
training in Glasgow, and traced his close and 

I N May, rgo8, in re
sponse to a widely 

expressed opinion that a 
memorial should be 
erected to Lord Kelvin, a 
meeting was called by 
the Lord Provost of 
Glasgow to consider the 
matter. This gathering, 
representative of the city 
and west of Scotland, re
solved to mark in a fit
ting and permanent form 
its sense of the manifold 
benefits which Lord Kel
vin's resea rches and 
discoveries in physical 
science, and his patient 
application of the same 
to the common uses of 
man by sea and land, 

Clay l\1odel of Statue of Lord Kelvin in Park, Glasgow. Sculptor, Mr. A. Me F. Shan nan. 

have conferred upon the world, by establishing 
a worthy memorial of him in the city where he 
lived and laboured. 

The desire thus expressed was amply accom
plished on Wednesday, October 8, in the presence 
of a large and distinguished assemblage, including 
many veterans of science trained under Lord 
Kelvin, and leaders in other departments of life, 
when the unveiling of the memorial statue was 
perfo rmed by the Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, 
K.C., M.P., Lord Rector of Glasgow University. 
The sratue stands in Kelvingrove Park, at the base 
of the hill on which the University is built, facing 
S.E. towards the river Kelvin and the city. It 
represents Lord Kelvin seated with his familiar 
green book and pencil in hand, in a character
istic attitude as when at work on some problem. 
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life-long connection with the University, begin
ning as student, and ending its first stage as the 
author of original memoirs at the age of eighteen. 
Then came the eventful interlude at Cambridge, 
and Mr. Birrell genially recalled how Thomson's 
originality proved his undoing in the competition 
for the Senior 'Vrang lership, and how "the 
ancient and eternal wrongs of the examination 
room" were mitigated later when Parkinson, 
despite his pace, was second Smith's Prizeman. 
Cambridge over, he returned to Glasgow to the 
prufessorship of natural philosophy, "a chair 
which he occupied and illuminated for half a 
century." In closing the review of Lord Kelvin's 
work in Glasgow as student, as investigator, and 
teacher, the Lord Rector added that he had said 
enough, and far more than was necessary, to prove 



© 1913  Nature Publishing Group

OcToBER 16, 1913] NATURE 201 

tha t before all other cities, and above all other 
places, Glasgow is the city a nd the place for a 
statue of Lord Kelvin. Me n like Lord Kelvin 
were seldom solitary voyagers, but rather leaders 
of a great company of thinkers and experimenters 
labouring to lighten the burden of suffering 
humanity. As a practical inventor as well as 
a thinker his claims appealed to all, and would 
continue to do so. It wa s therefore with pride 
and joy and confidence that he asked the City of 
Glasgow, for all time to come, to take good care 
of a beautiful memoria l of a truly memorable man. 

Principal Sir Donald MacAlis ter, in moving a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Birrell, said that the Lord 
Rector had performed the ceremony with his ac
customed felicity, and had worthily expressed the 
homage of the city and University to one of its 
brig-htest ornaments. In the name of the sub
scribers, Prof. S. P. Thompson moved a vote 
of thanks to the sculptor; this was seconded by 
Prof. P erry, and Mr. Shannan replied. 

At the luncheon following on the unveiling of 
the statue to Lord Kelvin the toast , " The Memory 
of Lord Kelvin, " was proposed by the Rt. Hon. 
Arthur James· Balfour, M.P. 

Mr. Balfour dwelt upon Lord Kelvin's happy 
combination of great gifts , making him at once 
the g reatest master of theory and a leading spirit 
in every department of practical affairs. His 
services to mankind, as man of business, inventor, 
teacher, investigator of the g reat problems of 
the universe, in order mor·e and more to raise the 
material condition of mankind, rank him as 
greatest of the great group of physicists 
who have paved the way for the scientific revolu
tion in the midst of which we a re li:ving. Lord 
Kelvin's want of sympathy with those latter-day 
speculations to which his own labours led up was 
not the imperviousness to ideas which comes of 
mental inertia. But what he would accept from 
other men depended at the moment upon the 
intense inner life that he led, which concentrated 
his attention upon certain lines of investigation, 
and made him almost oblivious of what was going 
on outside the current of his own thought. Great 
in knowledge, great in achievement, yet in him
self the most modest, the most eager, the most 
childlike-in the good sense of the word-of men, 
his record had never been surpassed in the whole 
annals of phvsical science. 

THE PREHISTORIC SO CIETY OF EAST 
ANGLIA . 

THE members of the Prehistoric Society of 
East Anglia are to be cong ratulated on the 

systematic manner in which they are studying the 
properties of flint, with special reference to the 
identification of human workmanship. In the 
latest part of their proceedings 1 Dr. W. Allen 
Sturge discussess the patina of flint implements, 
and concludes th:1t it is produced entirely by ex
posme on the surface. P ermanent burial appears 
not only to retard, but even to prevent, patination. 

1 of the Prehist,.ric of East Angl ia, zgto-u, I911-r2, 
vof. 1., pt. 11 . {r ondon: H. K. Le ,v l.<o:, IOT2. ) 
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I Mr. J . Reid Moir describes some experiments 
'I on the chipping of flints, and attempts to show 

that the flaking of a margin by natural causes is 
comparatively irregular, while the blows directed 
by m an to produce such fl aking a re at definite 
angles with much regularity. H e also demon
stra tes that flakes produced by natural pressure 
often exhibit a bulb at each end. Mr. F. N. 
H award follows with additional notes on the 

I
, chipping of flints by natural agencies, a nd con

cludes that much can be accounted for by move
ments in the ground. He instances pa r ticularly 

1 the chipping due to the creeping motion o f gravel 
a t the top of pipes in the cha lk. 

Among descriptive papers may be pecially 
mentioned that by Mr. ]. Reid Moir on th e much
discussed human skeleton discovered by hm in a 

deposit at Ipswich. Thoug h int('resting, 
it is by no means convincing in its argum ent that 
the skeleton lay in undisturbed g round; .md the 
difficulty in believing that the human being in 
question lived before the deposition of the boulder 
clay is further enhanced by the report • ,f Prof. 
A. K eith, who finds that there is no essential 
difference between this skeleton and th;,t of a 
modern civilised man. 

There may also be differences of opinio;l about 
the supposed flint implements, described by Mr. 
\V. G. Clarke, from the basement bed of the 
N orwich Crag, in Norfolk; but Dr. Sturge's 
elaborate paper on Mousterian and other late 
P alceolithic flint implements from superficial 
deposits in East Anglia will be accepted without 
hesitation, and is all the more welcome from the 
abundance of French specimens which the author 
is able to select for comparison from his own 
cabinet . All the papers a re well illustr::ttcd, but 
this one by Dr. Sturge especia lly so; and the 
only fault we have to find with them is their 
frequent diffuseness. A more concise and :;ystem
a tic mode of expression mig ht be adopted in future 
with advantage. 

NOTES. 
AN extra meeting of the Chemical Sc,ciety will be 

held at Burlington House, Picradilly, \\·., on Thurs
day , October 23 , at 8.30 p.m. , when the Laclenburg 
l\Iemorial Lecture will be delivered by Prof. F . Stan
ley Kipping, F.R.S. 

A LECTCRE will be g iven under the of the 
Swedenborg Society at the rooms of the Society of 
Bri tish Artists, Suffolk Street, on the even ing- of 
November 19, by Prof. \>V. B. Bottomley, of King's 
College, London, on Swedenborg 's doctrine of the 
origi n of life. Sir W. F. Barrett , F .R. S. , will occupy 
the chair . 

THE High Commissioner of the Fedt·rated Malay 
States has notifi ed that, in consideration of the import
ance of the London School of Tropica l Medicine to 
the Government, a sum of soool. has been voted as a 
contribution to Mr. Austen Chamberla in 's for 
zoo,oool. for the endowment of the school. Thr· grant 
was made by the Legislative Council on the repre-
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