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results obtained by the proposed method and that of 
Pfluger.-Maurice Nicloux: An experiment realising 
the mechanism of the passage of carbon monoxide 
from the mother to the fcetus.-Ch. Pussenot : The 
middle Westphalian in the alpine axial zone.
G. Goure de Villemontee: A case of globular lightning. 
-E. A. Martel : The displacement of the thermal 
springs at Roosevelt Dam, Arizona. 

CALCUTTA. 

Asiatic Society of Bengal, December 4• 1912.-Dr. Sten 
Konow : Fragments of a Buddhist work in the ancient 
Aryan language of Chinese Turkestan. This paper 
gives an account of six MSS. leaves (forming part of 
a bulky work containing abotJ.t 400 leaves) recovered 
from Khotan, and written in verse in what is pro
visionally designated as the ancient Aryan lang>Iage.
Dr. N. Annandale : Contributions to the biology of the 
Lake of Tiberias. No. I, an account of the sponges. 
The paper is the first in a series based on a visit to 
Palestine made in October, 1912, with the object of 
discovering whether the peculiar fauna characteristic 
of fresh water in tropical Africa and Asia, especially 
as regards the lower invertebrates, extends northwards 
up the Jordan valley. Considered as a whole the 
sponge fauna of the lake provides evidence (r) that a 
peculiar fauna of closely related species is being 
evolved therein; (2) that in this lake, as in others, 
there is a tendency for the Spongillidre to lose their 
characteristic gemmules ; and (3) that as the gemmules 
disappear the skeleton of the sponges becomes harder 
and more compact.-D. Hooper : The Ash of the 
plantain (1\fusa sapientum, Linn.). The ash of plantain 
leaves and stalks is used in India for various indus
trial purposes : as a mordant in dyeing, as a soap, 
medicine, table salt, and manure. Analyses of authen
tic samples show a variation in composition and 
alkalinity, and do not exhibit a greater value than 
ashes of other plants. There is evidence that the 
composition of the ash is influenced by the soil in 
which plants are grown.-M. H. Sastr1: A short 
note on A yi Pantha, a: newly discovered cult irr the 
Bilada District of the Marwar State. The new reli
gion was preached by women in the fifteenth century 
A.D. Its chief seat is at Bilada in Marwar. It has a 
perfect administrative organisation, and it has about 
a lac of adherents. The chief object of worship is a light 
kept up for the last 450 years fed by ghee. It emits no 
smoke, but a yellow substance called '"Kesara," which 
means saffron. The lady prea-cher is known as "Ayi," 
and the cult is therefore called "Ayipantha." As 
Shams Tabrez is an object of reverence, this cult 
seems to be a survival of the ancient fire-worship of 
Iran. 
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