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illustrate the very complete provision for higher educa
tion provided by the London polytechnic institutions. 
In both the day and evening classes at Chelsea 
students can prepare for degrees at the University of 
London under favourable conditions. In the day col 
lege those students who enter for technical instruction 
should have received previously, the prospectus points 
out, a sound English education and should have 
acquired an elementary knowledge of mathematics, 
and, if possible, of physics and chemistry. The 
courses are arranged to occupy three years. On enter
ing the student states whether he wishes to be trained 
as a mechanical or electrical engineer, or as a consult
ing or industrial chemist. In any of these cases he 
will find mapped out for him a complete course of 
study, involving laboratory instruction and instruction 
in the workshops. Students, having completed a three 
years' course, should be in a position to obtain situa
tions, in many cases without payment of premium, 
in important industrial firms. Similarly in the even
ing classes, instruction is provided in a wide range 
of scientific, technological, and other subjects. 
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Academy of Sciences, September 23.-i\f. A. Grandi
dier in the chair.-E. L. Bouvier: Caridinopsis 
chevalieri, and the genera of the Atyidere peculiar to 
tropical Africa.-Henri Douville : The Orbitolines and 
their connections.-A. Verschallel: The earthquake of 
the night of September 14-15, 1912 . An account of 
the phenomena observed at the Observatory of 
. \bbadia.-Ciaude and Driencourt : The orthostathme
scope or intrument for observing the passage through 
the zenith of the alignment of two stars on the celes
tial sphere.-Th. De Donder: The invariants of the 
calculus of variations.-N. Lusln: The absolute con
vergence of trigonometric series.-F. Briner and E. L. 
Durand : The conditions of formation of nitrous and 
nitric acids starting from the oxides of nitrogen and 
" ·ater; application of the law of mass action. Nitric 
oxide was compressed with solutions of nitric acid 
of varying concentrations; a general account of the 
changes noted is given, full details being reserved for 
a later paper.-Felix Robin: The crystallisation of 
metals by annealing. The metals examined included 
tin, lead, zinc, aluminium, copper, and iron. The 
g-rain developed by annealing was studied by etching 
with suitable liquids and microscopic examination.
H. Jumelle and H. Perrier de Ia Bathe: The cabbage 
palm of Madagascar.-M. Challlot: The biology and 
anatomy of Labiates with subterranean stolons.-A. 
Desmonliere : The antigenic bodies in the Wassermann 
reaction. An account of the effects of the addition of 
cholesterol to the alcoholic extract of syphilitic liver. 
The sensibility and keeping powers are increased.
Maurice Piettre : The influence of some chemical com
pounds on the artificial melanines. 
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