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mineral salts in the cephalo-rachidian fluid.——N. A.
Barbieri : The non-existence of free or combined
lecithines in yolk of egg and in biological structures.
—Mme. and M. Victor Henri: Variation of the abiotic
power of the ultra-violet rays with the wave-length.
The abiotic power of the ultra-violet rays increases as
the wave-length diminishes. There is no indication
of a maximum.—Maurice Holderer : The mechanism
of the arrest of diastases by filtration.—Em. Bourque-
ot and Marc Bridel : The reversibility of fermentations.
The influence of the dilution of ethyl alcohol on the
synthetic action of emulsin in this medium.—M.
Keehler : The Echinoderms of the Charcot expedition.
-—J. L. Dantan: The working of the genital gland in
Ostrea edulis and Gryphaea angulata. The protec-
tion of natural oyster beds.—E. Boullanger and M.
Dugardin : The mechanism of the fertilising action of
sulphur.—Ed. Dujardin-Beaumetz and E. Mosny: The
evolution of the plague in the marmot during hiberna-
tion.—J. Vallot: The comparative absorption of the
chemical and heat radiations of the sun between Mt.
Blanc and Chamonix.

New SourH WALES.

Linnean Society, May 29.—Mr. W. W. Froggatt,
president, in the chair.—Dr. R. Greig-Smith: Contri-
butions to our knowledge of soil-fertility. No. 5. The
action of fat-solvents upon sewage-sick soils. Experi-
ments are brought forward to show that the action of
the volatile disinfectants upon sewage-sick soils is to
segregate or translate the fatty material which, in
the soil under examination, constituted 19 per cent.
of the volatile and organic matter. The lower layers
of treated soil gave greater bacterial growths than the
upper, into which the fatty substances had been car-
ried by the evaporating solvent. When the soil was
heated at 62° C. to kill off phagocytic protozoa, sub-
sequent treatment with chloroform caused a very
much increased growth of bacteria.—J. H. Maiden and
E. Betche: Notes from the Botanic Gardens, Sydney.
No. 17.—C. Hedley: Some land-shells collected in
Queensland by Mr. Sidney W. Jackson. Primarily in
quest of ornithological material and information on
behalf of Mr. H. L. White, of Belltrees, Scone, Mr.
Jackson visited the coastal districts of Queensland
from Brisbane to Cairns in 1908. A large collection
of land-shells was also gathered, a portion of which
is treated of in this paper, including nineteen species,
of which eleven and two varieties are described as
new.—C. Hedley and A. F. Basset Hull: The Poly-
placophora of Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands. Nine
species referable to the five genera, Chiton (3), Isch-
nochiton (1), Ornithochiton (1), Acanthochites (2), and
Lepidopleurus (2), are described as new, of which
four are peculiar to Lord Howe Island, three to Nor-
folk Island, and two are common to both localities.
None of them extend either to the mainland of Aus-
tralia or to New Zealand, although two species are
very closely allied to mainland species.
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