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SOME RECENT WORKS ON AQUATIC 
ANIMALS.1 

I) DR. PASCHER'S monograph contains the first instal-
ment of observations in progress on ,the biology of 

this " Grossteich "-a lake situated about 100 km. north 
of Prague. The present memoir, on the Chrysomonads 
(except the purely planktonic forms), deals with their 
classification (two new genera and eight new spedes being 
described), structure, motion, division, and encystment. 
The occurrence of contractile vacuoles in Microglena and 
of siliceous needles, as long as the cell, projecting from 
the surface of Mallomonas, are among the more note
worthy features referred to. 

very considerably, being, in fact, only half as much at 
25° C. as at o° C. He concludes that, correlated with 
this _latter factor, are certain morphological changes. 
For mstance, examples of the Daphnid Hyalodaphnia, 

in summer, exhibit great elongation of the cephalic 
shteld, which has the effect of so shifting the centre 
of gravity that, while the animal previously swam almost 
perpendicularly, it now moves almost horizontally, and 
its resistance to falling is thus very considerably increased. 
In the nearly related Bosmina the body is, in summer, 
higher than long, but in winter longer than high ; the 
antennre are twice as long in summer as in winter. It 
is pointed out that when the extent of these " tem
pora:J " variations is fully ·realised tqere will, no doubt, 
be a great reduction in the number of rel'ognised 
species. A further example of modification is given-the 
rotifer Asplanchna priodonta, the .body of which is in 
winter subspherical, but in summer is about five times as 
long as .broad, and approximately cylindrical, so that if 
the horizontal position be assumed in swimming, the 
anima! presents a greater resistance to sinking. Increase 
in the length and number of processes (e.g. Ceratium) or 
an increase in the surface of organisms is noticeable in 
summer, correlated with the increased flotation required. 

(4) Dr. Weigold's account of the Lyncodaphnids and 
Chydorids of Saxony contains much information regard:ng 
the specific characters and biology of these Crustacea, 
details being given of the number of moults, the length of 
life observed, locomotion, relations of the sexes, variation 

(2) The genus Ceratium is so common a constituent of 
the fauna of many Jakes and seas that an account of its 
species, and the help offered in their more accurate identifi
cation, will be welcome to workers on plankton. A short 
account is given of the morphology and fission of C. tripos. 
The genus is divided into four sub-genera, the armature 
and relationships of which are examined. It is concluded 
that the genus probably arose in temperate waters, and 
spread thence into warmer and colder regions. There 
are no known " bipolar " species. C. cornutum, one of 
the three widely distributed fresh-water species, seems to 
be th" oldest living species and to stand nearest to the 
hypothetical ancestor of the genus. The structural plan 
of the fresh-water species suggests that they are primitive, 
and that by migrations into the sea the marine forms have 
a.risen, and subsequently attained their great differentia
tion. The author regards the heteromorphic chains dis-
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FIG. I. - H,ralodaplmia (Ucullata, from Fursee, Denmark. Note the 
elongation of the cephalic shield in the individuals taken in the summer. 
The row of figures i ndie7ttes the day and the month of capture of 
!>pec.unens, tne loAeT row the of the water (in degreP.s 
cenugrade). 

ends of the chain present more or less the characters of 
two distinct species, not as normal, but as due to retro

pheno;'llena; possibly the reduced salinity of the 
Balttc, m whtch they were observed, is responsible for 
their formation. 

(3) Dr. Wesenberg-Lund gives an account of some of 
the I?Ore recent work on fresh-water organisms, especially 
of hts own observations on the planktonic fauna of the 
Danish lakes. He directs special attention to the varia
tions in temperature, specific gravity, and viscosity of the 
waters of at different ·periods of the year, and points 
out that, whtle the change in the specific gravity due to 
temperature variation is insignificant, the viscosity alters 

1 (t) phien und AbhancUungen zur Intemationalen Revue de 
Hydrographie. Band r, Heft 1.-" De 

be t m Nord-ROhmen:. I. aus dem 
H 1rschberger Grossleiche. Untersuchungen uber dae Flora des 

1. Teil, von Dr. A Pasct.er. Pp. 66+Taf. iii. (Leipzig: 
Verl::tg yon Dr. Klinkhardt, T9ro}. Price 10 marks. 

(2) D1e Ceratten. Eme knrze der Gattung Ceratium 
Schrank, von E. JOrgensen. Pp. iv+124+Ta. x. (Leipzig: Verlag von 
Dr. \Verner Klinkhardt, 1911.) Price 11 marks 

(;3) Grundziige der Biologie und (;eographie Stis!'wasserplanktons 
nebst Bemerkung:en tiber Hauptprobleme zuki.inftiger limnologischer For
schungen, von Dr. Wesenberg-Lund. Pp. 44· (Leipzig: Verlag von Dr. 
Werner Klinkhardt, 19IT.) Price 1.50 marks. 

(4) Biologi<che Studien an Ll:'ncndal'hf!iden und Chydoriden, von Dr. H. 
Wet.<rold . Pp. u B+Taf. x-xn. (LetpZig: VeT!ag von Dr. Werner Klink
hardt 19II.) Price 5 marks. 

(5) Studiton und. Experimente iiher die Eibildung und den Generatlon
zyk_lus. von Danhma magna, von U. v. Pp. 42+Taf. viii+ix 
(Le1p21g ; Verlag von Dr. Werner Klinkhardt, JQir.) Price 2 

(6) Natural His!ory of !h•. ·Larva: of Donacinor. By Dr A. G Boving. 
toS+plates vm. (Le1p21g: Verlag von Dr. Werner Klinkhardt , xgn. 

Pnce 5 marks. 
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FtG. ltirundiuclla,Asptanclzna j;riodonta, Dajluda ltyalbta, 
HyalodapiLnia cucultata and Bosmitta coregoni (two races). Upper 
row; summer form .. with inc(eased power of floating; lower row; 
winter forms. 

in form and numbers. The introduction of Chydorids to 
isolated waters is brought about exclusively by 
.birds. The author has carefully worked out the breeding 
seasons, and shows that, in the plains of centraJ Europe, 
the Chydorids have two sexual periods, sometimes almost 
confluent, but exhibiting maxima in July and October; in 
more northerly ·regions and in mountain waters the 
maxima approach one another, and finally blend into a 
single breeding period in August-September. 

(5) The work described in the fifth memoir was under
taken in order to decide, by renewed observations and 
experiments, whether the conclusions reached by Weis 
mann or those of some of his critics are to be accepted. 
The main results go to show that Daphnia magna passes, 
during the course of a year, through several phases, but 
the various generations and broods are not so sharply 
circumscribed, in regard to the mode of their egg-forma
tion, as Weismann believed. The author states his views 
of the sequence of phases thus :-resting egg-strong 
tendency to parthenogenesis-waning of 
and increased tendency to sexual reproduction-strong 
tendency to sexual reproduction-resting egg. The par
thenogenetic a nd resting eggs, the genesis of which is 
traced, difft:r from one another, not only in number and 
in nature of yolk and shell, but also in mode of forma
tion ; each of the former arises from a of four cells, 
one of which becomes the egg, while the other three are 



© 1911 Nature Publishing Group

NATURE 433 

nurse-cells ; the resting egg arises from a modified group of 
four cells, which absorbs numerous other four-celled groups. 
The author confirms Weismann's statements that the 
odgin of resting eggs is not connected with any influence 
of the male, that these eggs do not enter the brood pouch, 
but if not fertilised degenerate in the ovary, that the 
carapace of Daphnia changes into an ephippium only if 
the ovary is forming resting eggs, and that these eggs 
invariably give rise to females. 

(6) The Donaciinre, a sub-family of the Chrysomelidre 
{leaf-beetles), are of special interest on account of certain 
peculiar features in the habitat and mode of life of the 
larvre, which are fully described and illustrated in Dr. 
Biiving's memoir, which also contains an exhaustive 
account of the larval anatomy. The author concludes that 
the features hitherto utilised to differentiate the larvre of 
Hremonia and Donacia are unserviceable; it has, in fact, 
not been possible to find real generic distinctions between 
the larvre, although the adults present well-marked differ
ences. Conversely, though the adults of Donacia and 
Plateumaris have been found to exhibit only small differ
ences, from which it might have been expected that the 
larvre would be difficult to distinguish, it is shown that 
the larvre of Plateumaris, here described for the first time, 
are dissimilar from those of all other Donaciinre. The 
larvre gnaw the roots of certain aquatic plants (Potamo
geton, Sparganum, Carex, &c.), and while doing so arrange 
the head and prothorax so that the latter forms with the 
plant a water-tight compartment in which the head can 
work undisturbed by, and the food be kept from admix
ture with, water and dirt. The mandibles of the larva 
have a cutting, and not a crushing, edge; they cannot be 
used for grinding, and, in fact, serve only to make an 
entry into the plant tissue, the sap of which then exudes 
and is received by the lacinire of the maxillre and passed 
backwards into the gut. The larvre seem to feed 
exclusively on the sap; an examination of the j:(ut con
tents, which consist of a homogeneous yellow fluid, shows 
that cell-fragments are not present. The external features 
of thE' head, the mouth parts, the muscles, and the 
mechanism of feeding are considered in great detail. 

Aquatic insects have adopted various devices for obtain
ing a sufficient supply of air; the larvre of the Donaciinre 
have chosen a very remarkable one, namely, to tap the 
reservoirs of air in the intercellular spaces of the sub
merged parts of plants. At the posterior end of the 
abdomen is the " abdominal organ," which the author 
shows to be a bifore spiracle. The terminal hook of this 
organ is plunged into the vegetable tissue, air passes from 
the latter into the organ, and apparently through thin 
membranes into an atrium, which leads into the main 
trachea. The spiracular slit in the abdominal organ serves 
for expiration. 

The making of the cocoon is described at length. ThE' 
outer envelope is formed by a secretion of the whole body, 
and is lined with a substance produced in four large 
cesophageal glands; the larva gnaws one or two holes 
through the bottom of the finished cocoon so as to make 
connection with the air spaces of the root to which it is 
attached ; air is thus secured for the pupal stage. The 
author gives a list of the food plants of the different 
species of larvre of this family found in Denmark, and 
accounts of the gnawings, the sizes of the larvre at 
different periods, the length of larval life, hibernation, the 
flying period of the adults, the eggs, and the post
embryonic development. The memoir forms a substantial 
addition to our knowledge of the anatomy, biology, and 
development of these interesting larvre. 

J. H. A. 

PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY OF 
AUSTRALASIAN RACES. 

J N the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh for 
the present session (rgro--II) appears a series of four 

papers devoted to the physical anthropology of the races of 
Australasia. The papers are by three authors, two of them 
human anatomists, Prof. R. J. Berry and Dr. A. W. W. 
Robertson, the third a mathematician, Mr. K. Stuart Cross. 

authors seek to fix the position of the Tasmanian and 
Australian natives amongst present and past races of roan-
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kind by applying biometrical methods to certain measure
ments of the skull. 

The most valuable paper of the series is that by Dr. 
Robertson, where he gives the data obtained from measure
ments of roo Australian crania. By applying Prof. Karl 
Pearson's test for purity of race, Dr. Robertson finds the 
native Australians are " pure " when the measurements of 
the width of the cranium is considered, but " impure " 
when the lengths are investigated. It will be seen that 
Dr. Robertson's results are somewhat equivocal, and may 
be quoted in support of either the unity or duality of the 
Australian race. Similar methods applied to the Tas
manian race show a much higher degree of homogeneity or 
purity. The difference in purity between the Australian and 
Tasmanian races may be explained by the fact that on!! is 
spread over a large continent, while the other is confined 
to a small island. 

An attempt is also made by the authors to fix the position 
of the much-discussed Tasmanian race in the scale of 
human evolution. The result will somewhat surprise those 
who have sought to establish racial relationships on an 
analysis and comparison of mere anatomical characters, 
for by the methods here employed the Dschagga negro 
comes out as the advance guard of the human race, well 
in front of the European, while the native Tasmanian gains 
a good place, being sandwiched between two ancient 
Europeans-the man of Brunn and the Cro-magnon race. 

From an anatomical point of view the results are sur
prising, for it would be hard to find g-reater cranial con
trasts than those between the Tasmanian and Cro-magnon 
on one hand, and the Tasmanian and Brilnn on the other. 
There can be no doubt, however, as to the high value of 
the new data with which these papers supply anthro
pologists. 
_____________ " ____ -------

THE PRODUCTION AND IDENTIFICATION 
OF ARTIFICIAL GEMS. 1 

I PROPOSE to limit the term " artificial " to such 
productions as possess the same chemical composition 

and physical constants as the natural stones, differing from 
them only in minute details consequent upon their being 
produced in the laboratory instead of being dug out of the 
earth, all other makeshifts being properly described as 
" imitations." 

The scientific examination and identification of gems is 
a matter of the greatest interest, but it would take far too 
much time to discuss it in detail; and it is quite un
necessary to do so, because it has already been brought 
before the society most exhaustively by our chairman, Dr. 
Miers. 2 I propose, therefore, merely to remind you of the 
main points. 

In order to bring this matter up to date, however, I 
must refer briefly to one or two particulars in which 
advance has been made since the time of these lectures. 

The most important properties of a precious stone are 
those depending upon i·ts refractive powers. Until recently, 
the accurate determination of the refractive index of a 
stone was a matter involving the use of complicated and 
expensive instruments, and a matter for the skilled 
mineralogist rather than the practical jeweller. It is true 
that · at the time Dr. Miers published his lectures there 
existed an instrument known as the reflectometer, but the 
determination of the refractive index with this was a 
matter of some difficulty even in skilled hands, and its 
value for commercial purposes was very small. Since that 
time, however, thanks to the ingenuity of Dr. Herbert 
Smith, this instrument has been improved out of all 
recognition, and in its place we have the Herbert Smith 
refractometer (Fig. r), by means of which anyone of 
normal common sense can determine the refractive index 
of a stone in a few seconds without even removing it 
from its setting, and which, with a little practice, will 
also enable one to determine with similar ease the amount 
and kind of double refraction and the degree of dispersion. 

Taking the properties of precious stones as a whole, 
the great point about them is the remarkable combination 
of qualities ; it is not so much that they have optical 

I Ahstract of a paper read before the Royal Society of Arts on April 26, 
19u, by Noel Heaton. 

2 Cantor Lectures on Precious Stones, April, r8g6. 
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