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to-day, on account of its ·• weakness," only commands 
bottom prices. Legislation in the direction suggested 
would thus put British wheat at a disadvantage. 

Dr. Hamill does not accept this view, basing his 
objection partly on the ground that it is not desirable 
to make any additions to flour, partly on the fact 
that an originally low-grade weak flour is substituted 
for a high-grade one; finally, on the fact that since 
strong American flours contain more protein than 
weak British flours the food value of the bread is 
diminished. Here it is necessary to join issue with 
him. Bread is eaten as a source of carbohydrate and 
as a diluent to the concentrated fat and protein foods 
and not as a source of protein. Whether it contains 
half a per cent. more or less of protein is quite im
material to the consumer. 

It was clear to those who took part in the visit to 
Canada of the British Association that 
strong wheats will sooner or later have 
to give way to weak wheats wherever 
the two come into direct competition, 
on account of the much higher crop 
yields given by the latter. As a conse
quence, the character of our bread will 
change unless science in the meantime 
enables us to produce strong flour from 
a weak wheat. To cramp progress in 
this direction at the very outset would 
appear to be absurd. 

It is at times stated on very inferior 
evidence that bleached flour is injurious 
to health; Dr. Harden's authoritative 
statement to the contrary which is re
corded in an appendix to the report 
should settle this question finally. 

The report of Dr. Monier-Williams 
on the chemical changes produced in 
flour by bleaching is full of valuable 
and suggestive matter. At the same 
time very many of his results are open 
to technical criticism, especially those 
of the experiments dealing with 
enzymes. It is obvious that much 
work remains to be done. 

, ORIENTAL SILVERWORK.' 
I .lVI R. LING ROTH, who, in dealing with obscure 

I 

chapters of anthropology and art, such as 
Tasmanians or Dayaks, or the brasswork of Benin, 
has already proved himself a good compiler, has 

1 now, in describing Malay and Chinese silver work, 

I 
found a subject well suited to his powers. Few 
people, he remarks, have ever heard of Malay silver
work; South .Kensington has only half a dozen 

I specimens. The objects illustrated in this volume 
! come from private collections made by officers who 

j 
have served among the Malays, Messrs. Cecil and 
Leonard Wray, W. A. Luning, and Dr. C. Hose. 

l This scarcity of material is due to at least two 

I 
causes. In the first place, so far as the Malay Penin
sula is concerned, this phase of art is practically 
dead. The old rajahs and sultans, like the nawabs 

It is clear that the issues considered 
in the report are of great public im
portance, but the questions raised are 
so difficult and of such complexity that 
it is to arrive at any final 
opinion on the evidence at present avail
able. It is obviously necessary that 
the whole subject should be submitted 
to discussion from the chemical, the 
physiological, and the practical side, 
including the agriculturist, as well 

Fig. x. Buntal (Octagonal Pillow-end Plate), diameter 4! inches. Lotus pattern at centre. 
}'rom "Onental Silverwork, Malay and Chinese." 

as the miller and baker. Dr. Hamill shows a 
very strong bias in the direction of forbidding any 
treatment whatsoever of flour, although he is unable 
to produce convincing evidence in support of his 
conclusions; seeing that his experience is very. limited, 
it is to be hoped that the subject will be remitted to 
competent observers for full discussion before any 
steps are taken to introduce restrictive legislation. 

Since the above was written, the members of the 
National Association of British and Irish Millers at a 
general meeting have adopted a resolution to the effect 
that wheaten flour sold as such without arty qualify
ing designation should be the unbleached and un
treated produce of properly cleaned and ' conditioned ' 
wheat only." They ask the Government to appoint a 
Board of Reference, consisting of properly qualified 
experts, to consider thoroughly the whole question of 
bleaching and the addition of foreign substances to 
flour. 
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of Oudh and other Indian princes, amidst their ill
organised households al)d troops of retainers, used 
t) keep in their service gold- and silversmiths who 
worked only for their masters, and produced 
for the market. With new tastes and wants sug
gested by contact with foreign culture, this condition 
of things has passed away. It must be said, how
ever, that among the Malays the decay of the local 
crafts cannot be attributed to the introduction of 
European trumpery, though this seems to be the case 
amo_ng the branch of this people in Borneo. In the 
second place, Malays have a traditional respect for 
their old art products, and will not sell them except 
under extreme pressure of circumstances. In this 

Mr. Ling Roth might well have quoted the 
mterestmg account by Mr. W. W. Skeat of the magi
cal powers ascribed to the regalia in Malay native 
. Silverwork, :Malay and Chinese. With over 2 50 original 

a book for Connoisseurs, Collectors, S tndents and Silver
smiths. By H . Lmg Roth. Pp. iv+ 300. (London : T ruslove and Han· 
son, Ltd., I 9 tO .) Price 2 xs. net. 



© 1911 Nature Publishing Group

354 NATURE [MAY II, 191 I 

courts, a feeling which has possibly extended to art 
work in the precious metals and has had the effect 
of checking its dispersal. 

The problems of the origin and affinities of this 
school of art work have not been fully dealt with by 
the author, and the material available is scarcely 
sufficient to form the basis of a comprehensive 
examination. The Peninsula is inhabited by a very 
mixed population, and it has been the meeting-ground 
of more than one ancient civilisation. Of these the 
most powerful is clearly China, which now supplies 
numerous emigrants who form an important ethnical 
element. To the west lies India, to the east Java and 
Siam. Probably all these have contributed something 
to the general stock of form and design. But in 
addition there is undoubtedly much that is indigenous. 

As regards decoration, we find nothing which can 
be traced to architectural forms, and little which 
is specially religious. The introduction of Islam, 
which places a rigid taboo on delineation of the 
human form, has had far-reaching effects, and the 
motifs have necessarily been largely drawn from local 
vegetable life. These, again, have undergone con
siderable modification, partly resulting from the 
the natural tendency in all such art to become con
ventional, and partly under direct Chinese pressure. 
The lotus design which frequently appears in the 
patterns, may have come from either China or India, 
and further study of the ornamentation will probably 
show that more has come from India· than Mr. Ling 
Roth is at present prepared to admit. 

The examples which he illustrates are chiefly small 
objects-boxes for holding tobacco, betel, lime, salves, 
or unguents, bowls and saucers, and the curious end
pieces attached to pillows, which, like many of the 
other objects, are ostentatiously paraded at wedding 
processions (Fig. 1). 

The methods of manufacture, which are fully de
scribed by Mr. L. Wray, represent what is known in 
European art as repousse, a thin plate of silver being 
placed on a lump of softened gum-resin and worked 
from the back by a series of punches. Graving is 
little used, and the results attained show considerable 
artistic skill. As is usual in Oriental art, the crafts
man uses no fixed design and much is due to his taste 
and invention. 

This book mav be safelv recommended to students 
of Oriental metal work, arid to art classes, particularly 
at centres where the studv of silver and gold plate 
is specialised, and designers in other branchPs of art 
productions may find useful suggestions in the excel
lent photographs with which it is illustrated. 

NOTES. 
IN The Daily Mail of Monday last, Sir Ernest Shackle

ton made an urgent appeal to the British nation on behalf 
of the Australasian Antarctic Expedition, which, it is 
hoped, will start in June under the command of Dr. 
Douglas Mawson. In his letter Sir Ernest Shackleton 
points out that Australasia has done much for south polar 
expeditions which have started from this country, and he 
asks for help, " from this side of the line and from 
Australians and New Zealanders who are gathering in 
London for the Coronation," towards the sum of I2,oool. 
needed to purchase a suitable ship, which been selected 
by Dr. Mawson, and to enable the expedition to start in 
June. The Royal Geographical Society has already sub
scribed sool., as in the case of Captain Scott's expedition, 
and a committee has been formed in Australia to assist 
the explorers. As the result of the appeal, and the steps 
taken by The Daily Mail to bring it under the notice of 
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people interested in exploration, the sum of nearly goool. 
had been subscribed by Wednesday morning, and there is 
little doubt that the whole amount required will be 
provided. Dr. Mawson proposes to take a monoplane 
with him for use during the expedition. 

A COMMITTEE of the Geological Society has been formed 
to secure the means of providing a memorial to the late 
Prof. T. Rupert Jones, F.R.S., in aid of his widow and 
daughters. The late Prof. Jones was never in receipt of 
more than a very moderate income, and receiving only a 
small pension upon his retirement thirty years ago from 
the post of professor of geology in the Royal Military 
College, Sandhurst, he was unable to make any suitable 
provision for his family at his death, when his pension 
ceased. During his long life Prof. Jones was an ardent 
geologist and .palreontologist, andl' author of nearly 
200 separate papers or other works, some of which were 
mentioned in our obituary notice published in NATuRE 
for April 27 (p. 287). Subscriptions towards the proposed 
memorial may be sent to Prof. W. W. Watts, F.R.S., 
president of the Geological Society, Hillside, Langley 
Park, Sutton, Surrey, who has consented to act as 
treasurer to the fund. It is to be hoped that the com
mittee's appeal will meet with a ready and generous 
response. 

THE council of the Pharmaceutical Society has elected 
the following honorary members in recognition of their 
distinguished scientific work :-Prof. W. E. Dixon, 
F.R.S., professor of pharmacology, King's College, 
London; Dr. Adolph Engler,, director, Botanical Museum, 
Berlin ; Prof. Percy F. Frankland, F.R.S., president of 
the Chemical Society; M. Eugene Leger, late president 
Societe de Pharmacie de Paris ; pharmacien en Chef de 
I 'Hopi tal St. Louis, Paris; Lieut.-Colonel D. Frain, 
C. I.E., F.R.S., director of Royal Gardens, Kew; and 
Dr. Ludwig Radlkofer, professor of botany, University of 
Munich. 

ON Tuesday next, May r6, Prof. F. W. Mott will begin 
a course of two lectures at the Royal Institution on " The 
Brain and the Hand"; on May I8 Dr. W. N. Shaw will 
deliver the first of two lectures on " Air and the Flying 
Machine": (I) "The Structure of the Atmosphere and 
the Texture of Air Currents," (2) " Conditions of Safety 
for Floaters and Fliers "; and on Saturday, May 20, Mr. 
vV. P. Pycraft will commence a course of two lectures on 
" Phases of Bird Life": (I) " Flight," (2) " Migration." 
The Friday evening discourse on May I9 will be delivered 
by Prof. R. W. Wood on " Recent Experiments with 
Invisible Light," and on May 26 by Prof. Gilbert Murray 
on " The Greek Chorus as an Art Form." 

THE provisional programme of the International Con
gress in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, to 
be held in connection with the jubilee of the Institution of 
Naval Architects in July, has been isslled. On Monday, 
July 3, there will be a reception at the Royal United 
Service Institution. On Tuesday, July 4, the International 
Congress will be opened .by H.R.H. the Duke of Con
naught, K.G. The three following days, July 5, 6, 
and 7, will be devoted to the reading and discussion of 
papers contributed by Admiral Sir Cyprian Bridge, G.C.B., 
Sir. Andrew Noble, Bart., K.C.B., Sir William H. White, 
K.C.B., Sir Philip Watts, K.C.B., the Hon. C. A. 
Parsons, C.B., Mr. S. W. Barnaby, Dr. S. J. P. Thearle, 
Mr. C. E. Ellis, Colonel G. Russo (Italy), Admiral Kondo, 
(japan), Mr. Uchida (Japan), Count Shiba (Japan), 
Prof. Tenmo (Japan), Konsul Dr. 0. Schlick (Germany), 
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