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THE sixty-second sesoion of the Bedford College for 
Women begins to-day. The college was founded in 1849 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Jesser Reid, with the intention of 
offering to women the opportunity of a liberal education 
in the higher branches of knowledge. The number of 
students has increased steadily. We notice from the 
current calendar of the college that in 1889 the number 
of students was 145, in 1899 226, and in 1909 357· It 
will be remembered that the institution is now one of the 
constituent colleges of the University of London, and pre
pares its students for degrees in arts, science, and medicine. 
It is hoped that the new buildings of the college at York 
Gate, Regent's Park-which will provide accommodation 
for from 400 to 500 students, with residence for about 
a quarter of the number-will be ready for occupation in 
19!2. 

THE new chemical and physiological laboratories for the 
Universitv of Bristol are now complete, and were opened 
for this week. The formal opening will take 
place on November 15 by Lord \Vinterstoke, Chancellor of 
the University. The new chemical department consists of 
thirty rooms and laboratories, and contains working places 
for two hundred students. The main laboratory is capable 
of accommodating eighty students working at one time. 
The laboratories have been wired for electrical experiments 
and so on, and heavy currents from the city supply are 
available for electro-metallurgical and physico-chemical 
investigations. Smaller laboratories, designed and 
equipped for physical, organic, biological, and photo
graphic chemistry, have been provided. The department of 
physiology is arranged to accommodate fifty students. 
The main lecture theatre has seats for about 120, and is 
served by a preparation room, store, and museum, all on 
the same floor. Chemical physiology is taught in a special 
laboratory. Optical work, photography, and gas analysis 
are allotted a fine room, to which is attached a well
ventilated dark-room of ample size. Experimental physi
ology has its own laboratory, and histology is housed in 
one of the finest rooms in the building, with north light, 
weaving-shed roof, and a gallery over. There is also a 
demonstration theatre, built on the model of the operating 
theatre of a hospital. Research is amply provided for ; 
there is a room for the preparation of electrometer and 
other records by photography, and a fine suite of rooms 
apart from the teaching laboratories. Incubator room, 
constant temperature room, and cold store are also pro
vided. Altogether, between twenty and thirtv rooms are 
comprised in the department, and they are thO'roughly con
venient and up-to-date. It is noteworthy that nearly 
5o,oool. has been expended on these additions. 
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Academy of Sciences, Sept ember 26.-M. Bouch•rd in 
the chair.-The president announced the death of Mme. 
Pasteur.-M. Darboux presented vol. xiv. of the 
Travaux et M em aires du Bureau international, contain
ing a full account of the measurements of the exact 
volume of the kilogram of water. Three different methods 
have been employed, and the mean of the closelv con
cordant results gives !·000027 cubic decimetres as the 
volume of the kilogram of water at 4° C. and under 
normal atmospheric pressure.-A. Laveran : The treat
ment of different trypanosomiases by arsenic and antimonv 
emetic. The compound used was obtained in large 
crystals by crystallising together under certain conditions 
aniline-arsenyl-tartrate and aniline-antimonvl-tartrate. 
Details of the methods and dosage are given: Fifteen 
guinea-pigs infected with T. evhnsi, T. gambiense, 
T. dimorphon,, or by T. congolense were cured. In four 
of these cases there was a relapse, which was cured bv 
a second treatment. The possibilities of application to 
the human subject are discussed.-R. Bourgeois : The 
comparison of two astronomical pendulums with the aid 
of electrical signals transmitted by a submarine cable of 
great length. A Thomson siphon recorder was modified 
in a manner to suit this work. The method will be used 
to determine the difference of time between Brest and 
Dakar, a distance of about 4500 kilometres.-A. 
Demoulin : The families of Lame composed of surfaces 
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possessing singular points.-Gaston Darboux : Remarks 
on the preceding communication.-Carl Stormer : The 
canonical forms of the general equations of motion of a 
particle in a magnetic field and an electric field super
posed.-H. True and C. Fleig : Experimental ocular 
action · of the dust on tarred roads. Dust from tarred 
roads is shown experimentally to be capable of provoking 
much more serious eve troubles than dust from untreated 
roads, and the smaller the lapse of time since the road 
has been tarred the more serious are the lesions produced. 
-H. Guillemard and G. Regnier: Observations on 
animal calorimetry made on Mt. Blanc. Increase of 
altitude has no sensible effect on the body temperature, 
but there is a marked increase in the amount of heat 
evolved by the body as the altitude increases, amounting 
to more than 30 per cent. between Chamonix and the 
summit of Mt. Blanc. A discussion of the results leads 
to the conclusion that protection against the cold is the 
best way of combating mountain sickness.-Charles 
Nicolle and E. Conseil : Properties of the serum of 
convalescents and animals cured of exanthematic typhus. 
Serum collected from the ninth to the fourteenth day of 
convalescence has well-marked preventive and curative 
properties against the disease. The curative effects dis
appear if the serum is collected later.-Joseph Roussel: 
The mode of formation of tricalcium phosphate in Algeria 
and Tunis. 
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