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claiix:ing the statement attributed to him by a reporter, as 
mentioned .on p. 4ro last week and states that " ther e 
is no truth in . this reported unco~ventionality." 

Spectroscopic observations of the cornet made at Meudon 
~re 1escribed by MM. Deslandrcs , Bernard, a nd d'Azarnbuj ~ 
rn ~?· 5 of the .comf!tes rendus (vol. cl., p. 253). 

Using the prismatic cameras previously employed on 
the . Morehouse and Halley comets, photographs were 
obtained . on J anuary 22, 24, 25, 27, 29, and 30. Ortho
chromatic, red-sensitive plates were used, a nd the best 
negative of J a nuary 22 was secured with an exposure 
of fiv e_ minutes. This shows a brilliant nucleus giviag 
a continuous spectrum from l\ 700 to l\ 420 and several 
condei1sations. 

. The brightest condensation is at l\ 590, and is recog
msed as due to sodium ; it shows a complete mono
chromatic image of the comet with a well-defined tail 
brightest at its edges and ex tending to a distance of 
20 of arc from the head. The hvdrocarbon bands at 
l\ 560 and l\ 470 are a lso recognis;ble. In addition to 
these, there are two condensations at l\ 620 and l\ 700 
extending some ro minutes of arc into the tail and not 
previously recognised in cometary spectra. ' 

The later photographs show .the progress ive differences 
which have been observed in other comets (e.g. that of 
1882) having small perihelion , distances; the sodium Jines 
faded gradually,' while the hvdrocarbon: bands became more 
intense, and those due to cy;anogen ·made :their appearance. 

On January 29 and 30 -the · sodium ba nds were absent, 
th~ hydrocarb<:m bands , (J\J\ · 565, 517, 474) stronger than 
betore, the continuous spectr.um extended into the ultra
violet, and the cyanogen bands ·at 71.l\ 388, 387, 386 were 
complete and intense. 

The wave-lengths given now are, necessarily, onlv 
approximate,. · but · other . photogra phs; taken · at the sam-e 
time with ·a slit spectrograph, · wi.li' give finer , values, which 
are promised in :a'lafor publication. 

Ordinary : photographs·· were also secured, and those 
taken: on J anu'ary 22 show · a ' fine, · curved tail . divided into 
two :",antenn a!.,, . with ·a dark line down 'the ·centre. On 
Ja,mary . ·29 : a su:pplementary tail \va.s · shown; ·.nearly : as 
in.tense as . the. first, and . making an . angle . with it of about 
2 5° towards the south. 
. 01:iser,vations· made . :with a simple Nicol on J anuaty. 2q 

iridrcated that".the, light ftom the tail wa·s strongly :polarise·d 
in :the plane c_ontaining the su·n, · the ·comet, · and the earth. 

The Astr.on·omische Nachrichten also : contains the 
elements a nd : ephemeris , by Dr. · Kobold,' fram e which we 
gave an .. ·extract ,last ·week /and the r.ecords.· of 'a number of 
observations : made at. the : Continental· observatories. At 
the. Bothkamp Obser1'atory .on.,January · 23·, ·4h; ·:5om:· (M'.T. 
Bpthkamp) ; Dr. Schiller · found the comet · to ·be of the first 
magnitude, and to have a sharply defined nucleus of 411 

tliameter. He reports, also, that the head was very similar 
to that of Donati's comet shown in Fig. 153 of the third 
edition of Newcomb-Engelmann; the position-angle of the 
medial line of the two tails was 40°. On January 23 the 
~omet was fainter; but, tci the naked eye, the tail appeared 
to extend to a distance of 15°. 

Later elements and ephemeris are published in Circular 
No. 11q from the Kiel Centralstelle, and · are based on 
observations made on January 20, 23, 26, and 30; they 
are as follows :-

Elements. 
T = 19!0 Januarv 17·12 15 (M.T. Berlin) 
"' =3:10° 58 ·64'} 
:;1 = 88° 47·1,1 ' 19!0 0 

i = 138° 47·12' 
Ing q =9·1u53. 

Ephemeris (Midnight, Berlin). 
1910 R.A. Deel. Magnitude 

h. m. 
·, 4o'·8 Feb. JO 21 51'4 + 4·0 

12 21 .,,·2 + 8 24·8 
14 21 59·8 + 9 n 4·4 
16 22 2 + 9 43'5 
18 22 4·6 +rn 19·1 4·8 
zo 22 6·8 + IO 52·8 
22 22 8·9 +II 24·9 5·0 
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The magnitudes are based on the observation that the 
magnitude on J anuary 27 was 2-0, and are independent 
of any physical changes in the comet itself. 

We notice that the misnomer " Drake's comet" is still 
being employed. As this is likely to lead to subsequent 
confusion, it would seem as well to refer to this object as 
the " Worssell-lnnes comet, 1910a," Messrs. Worssell and 
Innes, of the Johannesburg Observatory, having been the 
first to make and record any defini te observation s of it. 

A FINNISH E THNOLOG/CAL EXPEDITION 
TO BRITISH PAPUA . 

A BOUT the middle of this month Dr. Gunar Landtman, 
lecturer in sociology at the University of Helsingfors, 

will leave London for an ethnological expedition .to British 
Papua. In 1904 Dr. Landtman atte.nded the Martin White 
lec tures on socio.logy that were given in the University of 
London by Prof. E. Westermarck and those on ethnology 
by Dr. A. C. Haddon. In 1905 he wrote his doctor's 
dissertation " On the. Origin of Priesthood," a nd in 1909 
published a thesis on .'.' The Primary Causes of Social 
Inequality." ·· Dr. Landtman will make the island of Badu, 
in Torres Straits, his headquarters ; thence he expects to 
proceed to Saibai, and later to that portion of the main
la nd of British Papua which faces Torres Straits, and is 
known to the natives as Daudai , and, gradually . working 
his way eastwa rds, he will eventually study the natives 
of various .. islands in the .. delta of the Fly River. Very 
little is known about this district, and it is important that 
it should be investigated before the natives are further 
modified by contact with the white man. 

The ethnography of the islanders of Torres Straits has 
been carefully described by the members of the Cambridge 
Anthropological Expedition to Torres Straits, and it is 
fortunate that their results will now be Jinked on to the 
mainland of New Guinea, for there is no doubt that the 
western and eastern islands of the Straits were popu
la ted by yarious emigrations from the mainland. Friendly 
relations ·. have · always been maintained between the 
ishriders and , the m·ainlanders, and a good deal of simple 
trading has taken place between them; but most interest
ing · of all is . the culture influence that formerly extended 
from the mainland to the islands. In ·the island folk-tales 
we hear of the introduction of ceremonies (in most of 
which masks· were employed) by men who seem to have 
been actuated by a missionary spirit, and the most 
important of the hero-cults of the central and eastern 
islands~appears to ,have come from New Guinea. It is Dr. 
Landtman 's intention to endeavour to trace these to their 
sources. 

Totemism is known to occur in the district about to be 
investigated, where, for some unexplained reason, . plant 
totems . are more abundant than animal totems. We may 
a lso expect to learn something. about the origin of the 
hero-cult of the is landers, but we . do not in the least know 
whether these legendary persons are heroes in their own 
country. To the east. along the shores of the Papuan 
Gulf, the Rev. J. Holmes has discovered a belief in gods 
who appear to be apotheosised ancestors. It is remark
able that tfiis is the onlv district of British Papua from 
which gods have been re'corded, but we do not know the 
western limit of this belief. 

A careful study of the social customs and reliirious 
bPliefs and oractices of the natives of Daudai and of the 
Fly River delta will reveal to us whether their totemism 
is in a typical condition or whether it is beinir modified 
by superior cults, and it is very desirable that a meta
morphosis of this kind should be accurately recorded. 
There are many other problems connected with this 
interestinj!. region that require elucidation. and we wish 
Dr. Landtman every success in his undertakinir. Dr. 
L a ndtman would like to spend at least two years in the 
field, but is at present uncertain whether he will not have 
to content himself with one year. On his return he pro
poses to soend about nine months in Cnmbrid~e in order 
to work o,.;t his results, which will be published in English. 
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