
© 1910 Nature Publishing Group

JANUARY 27, 1910] NATURE 379 

imaginal and larval anatomy of Scolytid be:tles as those 
in the technical memoir have ever been issued before, 
while in the systematic portion are to be found, not only 
full structural accounts of the various species, but figures 
showing the characteristic form of the brood and !arval 
galleries in each case. The accompanying figures, slightly 
reduced from the original, give some idea of Dr. Hopkins's 
excellent illustrations. 

ATMOSPHERIC ELECTRICITY IN EGYPT. 
J N Paper No. IO of the Survey Department of Egypt 

Most Scolytid beetles-the well-known Hylurgus (or 1 Myelophilus) piniperda, for example-lay their eggs in 
dying or unhealthy trees or in felled trunks, the vigorous 
flow of sap and secretion of resin in healthy growing trees 
being unfavourable for the development of the larva,. 
Members of the genus Dendroctonus, however, prefer, as 

Mr. H. E. Hurst discusses two years' results of atmo
spheric electric potential obtained from a· Kelvin water
dropper· electrograph at Helwan from March, 1906, to 
February, 1908. From observations made with a Kelvin 
portable electrometer, and experiments on the disturbing 
effect due to the presence of instrument and observer, a 
factor was obtained, multiplication by which transfers curve 
readings to potential gradient in the open (volts per metre 
of height). The mean value found for the potential 
gradient from the two years was u3, a value lower than 
is usually encountered in Europe. In the second year, 
however, owing to the more open scale employed, there 
was at times considerable loss of trace, and an allowance 
which Mr. Hurst makes for this would bring up the value 
of the potential gradient for that year from u9 to 129, and 
the mean for the two years from 113 to 118. The curves 
were not smoothed, and were measured only at the even 
hours, and there is rather excessive irregularity in the 
diurnal inequality curves which are given for individual 
months of the year. All show a prominent minimum in 
the early morning from 4 a.m. to 6 a.m., and some a 
secondary minimum in the early afternoon, but successive 
months differ in this respect rather widely. In the mean 
diurnal inequality for the year there is little variation in 
the potential from IO a.m. to IO p.m. ; the value at 8 p.m. 
is the absolutely largest in both years. One .. very excep
tional phenomenon is that the potential is decidedly highest 
in summer. The mean potential gradient from the. four 
months June to September was 136, while that from the 
four months November to February was only 98, no allow
ance being made in either case for loss of trace. Curiously, 
however, the mean range of the diurnal inequality was 81 
for the four mid-winter months as compared to 50 for the 
four months June to September. 

a rule, healthy trees for breeding purposes ; hence the 
destruction wrought by the insects may become exceed
ingly serious (see the photograph reproduced), and it is 
not possible to exterminate large numbers of the beetles 
and larvre by " trap-trunks " or " trap-logs," according to 
the practice of German foresters with Hylurgus and 
similar bark-beetles. As is usual in American economic 
work, attention has been paid to the natural enemies of 
the destructive beetles, and experiments have been made 

FIG. 2.-Yellow Pines killed by the Western Pine Beetle (Dendroctonus 
brevi'cornis), Yosemite National Park, 

with imported specimens of the handsome European beetle 
Clerus formicarius, which drags bark-beetles and larvre 
from their burrows and ruthlessly devours them. 

The genus Dendroctonus has a remarkable distribution. 
Twenty-three species are found in North America, the 
genus spreading northwards to Labrador and Alaska and 
southwards through the Mexican highlands into Guate
mala. In the " Old World" a single species only is 
known-D. micans, which inhabits Russia, Germany, 
Denmark, and southern Scandinavia. vVhile " the species 
of this genus of beetles are the most destructive enemies 
of the coniferous forest trees of North America," they 
are hardly known in Europe except to special students of 
the. Scolytidre. The absence of Dendroctonus from northern 
Scandinavia, from our own islands, and from western 
Europe generally, suggest~ that the former geographical 
conn~ction between. the outlying European D. micans and 
the numerous American members of the genus was by 
way of Siberia and Alaska. G. H. C. 
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The mean diurnal inequality for the year was analysed 
in a Fourier series. The amplitude of the 24-hour term 
was nearly double that of the 12-hour term. The latter 
term was found, as at Kew, to be almost exactly in phase 
with the 12-hour Fourier " wave " for barometric pressure. 
No connection could be found between potential gradient 
and temperature, sunshine, or any other meteorological 
element except wind direction and possibly vapour pressure. 
Other observers have associated .,udden changes of potential 
with sunrise and sunset, but no such connection seems to 
exist at Helwan. During sandstorms negative potentials 
are sometimes encountered, but not always. 

The present publication is welcome evidence of the 
scientific activity of the Helwan Observatory, and contains 
several results of much interest. It is to be hoped, how
ever, that a more complete analvsis will be made some 
years hence, when sufficient data have accumulated to give 
fairly smooth results for individual months of the year, and 
that the curves will then be measured at all hours of the 
day, and not merely at the even hours. 

C. CHREE. 

AMERICAN HYDROLOGY.' 

NEGLECTING · the quantity disappearing through 
evaporation as relatively insignificant, the rainfall 

over any area either finds its way on or near the surface 
into streams or percolates into the ground to form sub
terranean reservoirs, which are tapped in many cases, 
naturally by springs and artificially by wells. Each of 
these processes has a distinct and .valuable bearing upon 
the industrial and hygienic resources of a country, and in 
countries where there is no separate hydrological service 
the scientific investigation of the national water supply 
comes within the purview of the geological department, as 
is the case in the United States. The two papers which 
form the subject of this brief notice illustrate in a very 

l Surface Water Supply of the United States, z907-8. Part ii.. South 
Atlantic Coast and Eastern Gulf of Mexico. Prepared under the direction 
of M. 0. Le;ghton by M. R. Hall and R. H. Bolster. Water Supply Paper 
No. ,42. Pp. 226. 

Underground Water-Resources of Connecticnt. By Herbert R. ~re2ory,, 
with a Study of the Occurrence of Water in Crystalline Roclrs. by E. E. Ellis. 
Water Supply Paper No. 232. Pp. 200. (Wa~hington: Government Print· 
ing Office, 1909) 
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striking manner the varied and comprehensive character of 
the work carried on by the U.S. Geological Survey. The 
first volume constitutes a general review of the surface 
water supply OJ1er a very considerable tract of country, 
comprising . the drainage basins of the rivers James, 
Roanoke, Yadkin or Pedee, Santee, Savannah, Ogeechee, 
Altamaha, Satello, St. John, Peace, Withlacoochee, 
Suwanee, Ocklockonee, Apalachicola, Choctawhatchee, 
Escamba, Mobile, Pascagoula, and Pearl; while the second 
is a comparatively local a nd complete investigation into 
the wells and springs of Connecticut. 

An introduction to the former volume gives a brief 
resume of the scope of investigations and the purposes of 
the work, with a description of the field methods employed 
for measuring stream flow, from which it appears that 
the system most generally in use is that of gauging by 
means .of sectional areas a nd velocity readings. These last 
are taken by . the Price current meter. Fig. I illustrates 
in a typical manner the plan of operations. At the selected 
station the river bed is divided transversely into any con
venient number of points, at which records are taken both 

of well supply must be through joints and fractures. A 
study of_ ~he occurrence of these joints, accordingly, is of 
great utility and value, and the data collected cannot fail 
to prove· of more than local interest on account of the 
scarcity of information on the subject. B. C. 

RECENT WORK OF GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS. 

I. 
GREAT BRITAI N A!il) !~DIA, 

THE wide range of work done by the Geological Survey 
of Great Britain is again seen in the " Summary of 

Progress for 1908 " (1909, price 1s.). The numerous 
notes made on observations in England, Wales, and Scot
!and are, of cou_rse, only preliminary to their development 
m future memoirs; but we may here direct attention to 
the careful re-examination of two marine Devonian inter
calations in the Upper Old Red Sandstone near Milford 
Haven (p. 35), and to the description of the Achanarras 

beds (Middle Old Red Sandstone) 
of Caithness, by Mr. R. G. 
Carruthers (p. 87). Caithness 
has also yielded a mas~ of sand
stone with· Lower·· Cretaceous 
fossils (p. 62). Even if this prdv:es 
to be transported, like the blocks 
of chaik in Aberdeenshire, it will 
remain ' a · remarkable addition to 
our knowledge of the· extent of 
the early Cretaceous sea. · The 
Petrographical Department · has 
shown the presence of nepheline 
in several rocks . of the Midland 
Valley of Scotland (p: 44). 

FIG. 1.-Bridge Station and Cro:;s•section of Stream. 

The memoirs: published recently 
include one of economic import
ance on the water-supply of- Bed
fordshire and . Northamptonshire, 
with · rainfall-maps · supplied, by 
Dr. H. R. Mill (190<); · price 
4s. 6d.) : Dr: Strahan has written 
a second edition of the memoir on 
the country around Newport, in 
the South Wales · coalfield (190<), 
price 1s. 6d.); which · shows how 
knowledge advances, even during 
a decade. An interesting break 
near the top of the Carboniferous 
Limestone is pointed out, and the 
Old Red Sandstone is now divided 
into an upper and· a lower series. 
It is probably not generally known 
that the characteristic Upper Old 
Red ' Sandstone mollusc, Arch
anodon· jukesii, was found near 
Talgarth in 1895, the specimens 
being now in the British Museum. 
A terse and effective account is 

of the depth and the velocity. The latter is determined 
b)' two observations in each case, at one-fifth and four
fifths of the total depth respectively. The average of 
these two readings gives the mean velocity of the current 
very closely for open-water conditions. The discharge is 
obtained by a simple computation of the cross-sectional 
area of the strips multiplied by the average of the mean 
velocities at their ends. 

The second volume contai ns interesting chapters on the 
physiography, meteorology, and geology of the State of 
Connecticut, and not the least valuable feature is the study 
by .Mr. Ellis of the conditions affecting the occurrence of 
water in crystalline rocks. The term crystalline is taken 
11s covering both igneous (granite, diabase, gab bro, &c.) 
and metamorphic (schists and gneisses) varieties. More 
than two-thirds of the area of the State is underlain by 
rocks of this type, and a large number of wells have been 
driven into them. It is pointed out that the porosity of 
crystalline rock is very slight (averaging 0-5 per cent. or 
less), and that the only circulation . of water which has 
-sufficient rapidity of movement to be of value as a source 
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given on p. 89 of the passage from the continental beds of 
the Trias in this district through the Rhretic shales to the 
marine Jurassic system, and a · comparison is made between 
this complete sequence and that observable where the 
Cretaceous sea spread across the \Veald. 

The description of the geology of the country around 
Basjngstoke (1909, price 2s.) , accompanying the colour
pr-inted Sheet 284 (1s. 6d.), has been entrusted to Mr. 
H. J . Osborne White. The area is a familiar one, at the 
junction of the London Basin and the great swelling rolls 
of Salisbury Plain. The chalk distri ct was formerly 
strewn with sarsens, which have been traced to a sand
stone in the Reading beds. The Plateau Gravels raise 
interesting questions of former river-courses, e.nd it appears 
that the Wey basin (p. 90) has now captured waters 
that once brought Lower Greensand debds westward into 
the valley of the Loddon. The soft Eocene strata are 
responsible for considerable " mutability of the lines of 
drainage." 

The memoir on the country around Bodmin and St. 
Austell_, by Messrs. Ussher, Barrow, and !\1.icAlister (1909, 
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