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copper exerts a catalytic action on hypophosphltes, · hydrQgeu I 
being given off ; one gram-molecule of copper was found to 
produce 30 gram-molecules of hydrogen in this way.­
An exception to the general method of prepax;ation of 
aldehydes by means of the glycidic acids : Rime .Pointet. 
The general method indica ted by Darzens does not give 
the expected diphenylacetic aldehyde; the glycidic ester 
splitting up into diphenylacetic acid and carbon monoxide 
instead of into carbon dioxide and the corresponding alde­
hyde.-Some halogen derivatives of ')'-oxycrotonic acid : 
MM. Leapieau and Viguier.-Theory of the colour re­
actions of dioxyacetone in sulphuric acid solution: G. 
Denlarea. Methylglyoxal, in sulphuric acid solu tion, gives 
the same colour reactions with alkaloids as dioxyacetone,. 
and it is probable that the latter is converted into methyl­
glyoxal in these reactions by the acid.-The oxidation of 
alcohols by the simultaneous action of tannate of iron and 
solution of hydrogen peroxide : E. de Stc:ecklin. Methyl, 
ethyl, normal propyl, a nd normal . butyl alcohols are 
oxidised to a ldehydes by hydrogen peroxide in presence of 
tannate of iron, as also are the alcohols glycol, glycerol, 
and sorbitol. Capryl, isopropyl, an d isobutyl alcohols 
resist this oxidation.-Castration in Zea mays, var. 
tunicata, produced by Ustilago maydis: M. Chifflot.­
Variat ions in grafted vines : F. Baco.-The influence of 
gra fting on some annual plants, and plants living by their 
rhizomes : Lucien Daniel. Details of experiments, spread­
ing over thirteen years, on the grafting of the potato on 
the tomato, and of H elian thus provided with rhizomes 
(H. tuberosus, lactiflorus, a nd multiflorus) on a n annual 
(H. annuus).-The phytogeographical divisions of 'Algeria: 
G. Lapil.-The anatomical distinction of the genera Litho­
thamnion and Lithophyllum: Mme. Paul Lemoine.-A 
case of abnormal multiple cephalisation in Syllidians in 
stolonisation: Aug. Michei.-A special method of electro­
diagnosis : M. Quyenot. An application of the instan­
taneous discharge of a condenser through an induction coil 
without an iron core to the quantitative study of the elec­
trical stimulation of nerves. It has proved of practical 
service in the detection of cases of feigned paralysis.­
Prehistoric rock engraving discovered at fle-d'Yeu 
(Vendee): Marcel Baudouin.--Seismic movements of 
February 9, 1909: Alfred Angot.-The solution of ferru­
ginous dust of cosmic origin in the sea: M. Thoulet. 
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