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copper exerts a catalytic action on hypophosphites, hydrogen
being given off ; one gram-molecule of copper was found to
produce 30 gram-molecufes of hydrogen in this way.—
An exception to the general method of preparation of
aldehydes by means of the glycidic acids: René Pointet.
The general method indicated by Darzens does not give
the expected diphenylacetic aldehyde, the glycidic ester
splitting up into diphenylacetic acid and carbon monoxide
instead of into carbon dioxide and the corresponding alde-
hyde.—Some halogen derivatives of v-oxycrotonic acid:
MM. Lespieau and Viguier.—Theory of the colour re-
actions of dioxyacetone in sulphuric acid solution: G.
Deniges. Methylglyoxal, in sulphuric acid solution, gives

- the same colour reactions with alkaloids as dioxyacetone,,

and it is probable that the latter is converted into methyl-
glyoxal in these reactions by the acid.—The oxidation of
alcohols by the simultaneous action of tannate of iron and

solution of hydrogen peroxide: E. de Stoscklin. Methyl,
ethyl, normal propyl, and normal butyl alcohols are
oxidised to aldehydes by hydrogen peroxide in presence of
tannate of iron, as also are the alcohols glycol, glycerol,
and sorbitol. Capryl, isopropyl, and isobutyl alcohols
resist this oxidation.—Castration in Zea mays, var.
tunicata, produced by Ustilago maydis: M. Chifflot.—

Variations in grafted vines: F. Baco.—The influence of
grafting on some annual plants, and plants living by their
rhizomes : Lucien Daniel. Details of experiments, spread-

InsTrTUTION OF CIviL ENGINEERS, at 8.—Some recent Grain-handling and
Storing Appliances at the Millwall Docks : M. Mowat.

FARADAY SOCIETY, at 8.—On the Rate of Evolution of Gases from Homo-
geneous Liquids: V. H. Veley, F.R.S., and Dr. J. C. Cain,—The
Electro-analysis of Mercury Compounds with a Gold Kathode : Dr. F.
Mollwo Perkin.—The Relation between Composition and Conductivity in

. Solutions of mefa- and ortho-Phosphoric Acids : Dr. E, B. R. Prideaux.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3.

SociETY oF PuBLIC ANALYSTS, at 8.—The Composition of Cider: B. T. P.
Barker and E. Russell.—The Composition and Analysis of Chocolate :
N. P. Booth, C. H. Cribb, and P. A. Ellis Richards.—Note on the
Determmatlon of Petroleum in Turpentine : J. H. Coste.

EnTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY, at 8.—Birds as a Factor in the Production of
Mimicry, among Butterflies : Guy A. K. Marshall.

THURSDAY, MARCH 4.

RovaL SoCIETY, at 4.30.—Probable Pap;rv. On the Presence of H:em
agglutinins, Heem.opsonins, and Hamolysins in the Blood obtained
from Infectious and Non-infectious Diseases in Man (Second Report' :
1. S. Dudgeon.—The Action on Glucoside by Bacteria of the Acid-fa t
Group. with a New Method of isolating Human Tubercle Bacilli directly
from Tuberculous Material contaminated with other Micro-organisms
(Preliminary Note): F. W. Twort.—The Effect of Heat upon the
Electrical State of Living Tissues : Dr, A, D. Waller, F.R.S.

RovaL INSTITUTION, at g—Prob!ems of Geographical Distribution in
Mexico : Dr, Hans Gadow, F.R.S.

RonTGEN SoCiETY, at 8.15.—Some Vacuum Tube Phenomena: A. A.
Campbell Swinton.
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