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NATURE (DECEMBER 10, 

comparable with those of the stalked crinoids of the deep 
sea.-Some remarkable Austra li a n Corduliinre (Neuroptera: 
Odonata), with descriptions of new species : R. J. Till· 
yard. The paper deals with new or little-known 
Corduliinre from northern Queensland. Three new genera 
are proposed :-Austrophya, a llied to Cordulophya ; Pseudo
oordulia, closely allied to Gomphomacromia; and Austro
cordu!ia, alli ed to Syncordulia and the European Oxygastra. 
Five new species and the hitherto unknown male of the 
beautiful Macromia tillyardi, Martin, are described.-Notes 
on the geology of the north-west coast of Tasmania, from 
the River Tamar to Circular Head: T. Stephens. It 
seems probable that the basaltic sheets rising from the 
coast had their origin in fi ssure-eruptions along anticlinal 
axes, intervening folds being subsequently hollowed out by 
the erosion of rivers or by glaciers slowly moving north
ward along the lines of the present river valleys. With 
the exception of the fossils of the Tertiary beds near Table 
Cape, and the fossil wood from a breccia west of the 
River Leven, no evidence of any trace of organic remains 
in the rocks of the north-west coast has yet been placed 
on record .-Description of a new fruit-fly of the genus 
Dacus from :'\0w South 'Va les: D. ,V. Coquillet. 

DIARY OF SOCIETIES. 
THURSDAY, D ECE\IJH-:r: 10 . 

R OYAL SoCIETY, at 4·3o.-Reciproci\ l ! nnervztiou of Antagoni!';Lic Muscles. 
Xllth N ote: Proprioceptive R eflexe s. XI lith N ote: On th e Antago· 
nistn between Reflex Inhibition and Reflex Excitation: Prof. C. S. 
Sherrington, F. R.S.-Electrolytes a nd Colloids. The Physical State of 
Gluten: Prof. T. B. Wood and W. B. Hardy, F. R.S.-On the Specific 
Heats of Air and C02 .at Atmospheric Prc.:;sure by the Continuous 
Eltctric Method at 2 0" and too° C. : VI. F. G. Swann.- Potential Gradient 
in Glow from a P oint to a Plane: J. W . Bispham.-The 
Extension of C rac ks in an Isotropic A. 1\·lallock, F.R.S.
Results o( .1\-tagnetic Observations S ta tions PH the Coasts o f the British 
Isles, 1907: _Commande r L. Chetwynd, ICN.-The Rota tion of the Electric 
Arc In a R ad ial Mag netic Field: J. Nicoi.-On Anoma li t:s in t he Intensity 
in Diffracted Spectra: Dr. H.C. Pock ling ton, F. R.S.-Th e Iso thermal Layer 
of the Atmospha e and Atmospheric Radiation: E. Gold.-A Comparison 
of the R adium Emanation Spectra obtained by Different Obsf'rvers: 
T. Royds. 

OF E LECTRICAL E NG INE E RS, at 8.-0utput and Lconomy 
Limits of Dyna mu Electric Machinery: J. C. a nd H. Burge. I 
-Probable Paper : Commercial Elec tric Heating: J. Hoberts. 

ROYAL SoCIETY O F ARTs . at 4·30. - The Rird" o f India : D oug las Dewar. 
MATHEMATIC AL Soc iETY, at 5·3o. -On the Propagation of Sound Waves 

Vertically in th e Atmosphere: Prof. H. Lamb.-(t) O n Sir Wilham 
Rowan Fluctuating F unctions; (2} On the Representation of 
a Function by Series of Bessel's Functions: Dr. E. W. H ohson.-Theory 
uf Cauchy's Principal Values (Fourth Paper): G. H. H ardy.- Solution of 
a Problem of Mersenne'-;: Dr. T. Stuart.-Note on a Conttnued Fraction 
Equivalent to the Remainder after n Terms of Taylor's Series : Prof. L. J. 
Rogers.-Solid Angles and Potentials of Plane Discs: H:dak Ram.-Thr:: 
S olution of the Linea r Difference Equation of the Second 
Order: C . N . \Vatson. -On Differentials : Dr. \V. H. Young. 

FRIDAY, DECEMDER ll. 

·ROYAL SoCIF.TY, a t s.-A.n Improved Telescope Triple 
Object Glass : J. W. Gifford.-On the Determmation of the Apparent 
Diameter of a Fixed Star: Maj or P . A. 1\:lacMahon.-Note on Spectral 
Class and Stellar Colour: Julia Bell.-Analysis of the Colours and 
Magnitudes of 3650 Stars between the North Pote and 2 5 c South Declina· 
tion: W. S.· New H Ca ve Nebula'' in Max Wolf.
On Some P oints with Regard to the Light Fluctuations of Vanable Stars: 
Karl Pearson. 

PHYSICAL SOCIETY, at 7· - -Exhibition of Electrical, Optical , and other 
Physical Apparatus. 

MALACOLOGICAL S OC IETY, at Carelia .filshry i, n. sp. : E. R. Sykes. 
-The Radulre of British Helicids, Pt. II.: Rev. E. W. Bowell.-New 
Species of Plectopylis: G. K. Gude.-A Preliminar'l List of Recent 
Middlesex Mollusca: J. E. Cowper and A. Loydeii.-The Application of 
the Names Gomphina, Marcia, Hemitapes and Katelysta: A. ]. Jukes· 
Browne. 

MONDAY, DF.CF.""ER '4· 
ROYAL GEOG RAJ•H!CAL SOCIETY, at S. Jo.-Fi.fty Years of Nile Explora

tion and of lts Results (The Jubilee of Speke's Discovery of the 
Victoria Nyanza) : Sir William E . Garstin, G.C.M.G. 

RovAL S o ciETY OF ARTs, at B.-Twenty Years' Progress jn Explosives: 
Oscar Guttmann. 

INSTITUTE O F AcTUARIES, at s.-On a New Method of Constrltcting and 
of Graduating Mortality and other Tables: G. King. 

TUESDAY, D E CEMBER '5· 
ZooLOGICAL S oc iETY, at 8.3o.-A Hunting-trip to Thian-Sha n, illustrated 

by Lantern·slides: F. Gillett.-Some Notes on the Muscular and 
Visceral Anatomy of the Hatrach ian Genus Hemisus, with Nott:s on the 
Lymph Hearts of this and other Genera: F. E . Heddard.-Description of 
a New Spec1es of Lacerta from P e rsia: G. A . Boulenger, F.R .S.
Remarks on Some Wart-hog Skulls in the Br.ti sh Museum: Dr. Einar 
Lonnberg.-On two Chinese Serow Skulls: R. Lydekker, F.R.S.
\Varning Coloration in the 1\lu '; teline Carnivora: K. I. Pocock.-On a 
New River·crab of the Genus from New G uinea: lJr.W. T. 
Calman.-The Duke of Bedford's Exploration of Eas tern Asia. XI., 
On Mammals from the Provinces of Shan·si and Shen-si, Northern China : 
Oldfield Thomas, F.R.S. 
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F AR ADAY SociF.TY, at 8.-The Redetermination vf the Electrolytic 
Potentials of Silvt:r a nd Thallium: Dr. F. J. Brislee.- The Heats of 
Combustion o f Aluminium , Calcium, and Magnesium: F. E . \Veston and 
H. R. Ellis.-The Formation of Graphite by the Interaction of Magnesium 
Powder arfd Carbonates : H. I Ellis.- Colloidal Ba rium Sulphate: 
Dr. E. Feilmann. 

IN STITUTION OF C t V I L ENGINEERS, at 8.-Furt!u·r Discussion : The 
Rotherhithe Tunnel : E. H. Tabor. 

R o YAL STATISTICAL S oc iETY, at 5· 

WEDNESDAY, DECE MBER I6. 
G E OLOGICAL SOCIETY, a t 8. 
RoYAL SocmTY O F ARTS, at B.--London Milk Supply from a Fa rmer's 

Pvint of View: Primrose McC,)nnt:ll. 
R o v A L MICROSCO J>I CA L SocrETY, at 8.-(1) A Work shop .Microscope for the 

of Opaqu e Objt!cts ; (2) A Me1hod of Illuminating 
Opaque Objects: J. E. - Stead; F.R.S on Mounting R otifl! rs and 
Protl!-.ta in Canada ·: Rev. E. T o1.er: 

RovAL METEOlWL.OG JC A L Socunv. at 7·3o.-Some Form:-; of Scientific 
Kites: E. S. Bruce.-( I) The Registering Balloon Ascents of July 
August t, r9o8 ; (2) Balloon Obset vations a t Ditcham, July 27- August 2, 
1908 : C. ]. P. Cave. 

TH URSDAY, DEC E MBER '7· 
LtNNEAN S o CIETY, a t 8.- The Anomura \ f the Red Sea : \V. Riddell.

Forms of Flowers in Va/cr ia na d ioic:a: R . P . Grego ry.-- Etudes sur les 
C irrhipt:.des du Cambridge Museum : Prof. A. Gruvei.-Rhynchota from 
the Sea/ark Expedit ion: W. L. Distant. 

J NSTIT UTION OF EJ.E C l R JCAJ. Er\GIN E8R3, at 8.- The Electric Discharge 
and the Production of Nit ric Acid : W. Cramp and B. Hoyle. 

FRIDAY, DF.Cl::l'IIIIF:R IR. 
ll"STIT UTION OF EN G IN EF.RS , at B.-Type-casting and 

Composing Machinery: L.A. Legros. 
I NSTITUTION OF C I VIL ENG I N EEHS, at 8.-High-power \Va ter·tu rb ines on 

l\·1oderale Falls: R. 
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