528

NATURE

[APRIL 2, 1908

phenylcyclopentane has been isolated from the numerous
products of this reaction.—Some derivatives of thiophene :
V. Thomas. Magnesium acts on a-iodothiophene in
presence of ether, giving an organomagnesium compound
which behaves s:mllarly to phenyl magnesium iodide in
many of its reactions. Details of the products resulting
from the action of various ketones are given.—The forma-
tion of acetic aldehyde in alcoholic fermentations: A.
Trilat. The experiments described prove that acetic
aldehyde is not a true product of fermentation, since if the
fermentation is carried out in the presence of hydrogen or
carbon dioxide, air being carefully excluded, no aldehyde
can be detected. If air is freely. admitted during the
fermentation, more aldehyde is produced than if a little
air is present.—The production of gum in the Moringa:
F. Jadin and Volcy Boucher.—The phytology of the
eastern region of Kabylie and Djurdjura: G. Lapie.—
The levers in the organism: A. Guillemin. A discussion
of the efficiency of the leg muscles and bones considered
as levers.—The discovery of Palazolithic paintings of man
and animals in the Portel cave: René Jeannel. More
than forty paintings of animals and human beings have
been found on the walls of this cave. None of the designs
have been cut into the rock, and they are coloured either
black or red, both in line and flat wash. Some of the
objects are partially masked by stalagmitic deposit. Two
designs represent man on foot in profile; others represent
bison, reindeer, and horses, the last being the most
numerous. Photographs have been taken of some of the
objects, and the remainder will be photographed shortly.
—Anemometric studies of helices copied from animals:
Paul Amans.—The Pliocene and Pleistocene eruptions of
Limagne : Ph. Glangeaud.—Contribution to the study of
the solar calorific radiation: C. Féry and G. Millochau.
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