
© 1906 Nature Publishing Group

470 NATURE l SEPTEMBER 6, I 906 

required the greatest ski11 and pa tit•nce to save them 
.unbroken , and in some cases to save an unusually 
fin e piece it was nec('ssary to sacrifice inferior ones 
,; u.rrounding it." A short tim e ago I visited 
Vasiliki myself under the guida nce of Mr. Seager, 
a nd can testify to the great inte res t of his work 
there. The plaster-filled hou ses a re remarkable. 
Ma y it not be possible that this ha rd stuff, which 
ma k es the excavation of the houses at Vasiliki 
so difficult , can be expiained in a m a nner different 
from tha t adopted by Mr. Seager ? i\t Phaistos the 
older palace (Middle Minoan or Karnares period) was 
pa r t ly razed , and the rema ins filled up and covered 
\\·ith a la yer of hard beton or cem ent, as hard as that 
of Vasiliki, on which the Late N[inoan palace was 
.built. I would suggest tha t the plaster of Vasiliki 
may be in reality a cement filling-up, on which later 
houses were built. There a re certa inly two or three 
di stin ct superimposed "towns " a t Vasiliki. Mr. 
Seager is now proceeding with the work at Vasiliki 
a lone , a s Mrs. Hawes (Miss Boyd) h a s not visited 
Cre te this vear. 

Thus Mi;s Boyd's Myeeme rtn P ompeii still continues 
to be interesting, and we hope tha t she will be enabled 
to g o on \Vith her work in Cre te. Mi ss Boyd's is the 
m ost important archreologi cal work connected with 
the U nivers ity of Pennsylvania , a nd w e hope that the 
a uthoriti es of !hat institution a dequa tely recogni se 
this fact. H . R. HALL. 

THJ:; IMivlfGRATION OF BIRDS. 1 

1 .... HOUGH great advance in our knowledge has 
been made during recent years concerning the 

mig ra tion of birds as observed in our islands, yet 
much remains to be learned, a nd a ny inquiry that 
" ·ill add to \vhat is already known must be hailed 
with sa ti sfaction. In what direction and by what 
me thods such advancement is to be sought are ques­
tions t·equiring not only careful con sideration, but 
a full knowledge of what has a lready been accom­

·plished. 
In electing to investigate th e immig ration of 

summer birds, the a ppointed by the British 
Ornithologists' Club has selec ted the bes t known of 
all the phases in the phenomenon . It is true that a 
specia l feature has been added in the endeavour to 
trace the movements of the mig ra n ts through the 
country a fter their arrival on our shores, but it is 
much to be doubted whether the results will contribute 
a nything of material importance or a t all commen­
sura te with the labour involved . On the other hand, 
our knowledge of the autumnal depa rture movements, 
both from their inland nesting haunts a nd from our 
shores, of these same birds is fa r from complete. 

The new committee labours under a misa pprehension 
in supposing that the so uth coast wa s entirely 
·omi tted from the scope of the Briti sh Association 
·committee 's inquiry , for pa rt of both the eastern and 
w estern sections were scheduled a nnua llv. Moreover, 
th e mi g ra tory movements on the whole "of that coast, 
for both spring and autumn, were a fterwards fully 
investiga ted for three years, a nd the results incor­
pora ted in t:he later reports submitted to the Associ­
a tion. 

Then as to methods. It may be well, perhaps, 
t ::J remind the new committee o f the opinions, 
based on long experience, expressed by Prof. 
Newton and his colleagues in theit· final report to 
the Southport meeting of the British Association 
in 1903. They say, " the last thing your com-
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mittee \\"(JUld w ish is to discourage th e prosecu­
tion o f ob.,en ·a tions, but they feel bound to express 
th e opini on that no great a dva nce of our present 
kn owledge of the subject seem s likely to be made 
until nC\\" m e thods are applied. vVha t they should 
be it is irnpossible to suggest, but those used at 
present a ppear to have reached the ir limit." In this 
mature opinion the present writer fully concurs. 

The report under notice is not Jacking in interest, 
but it does not add anything m a teria l to our know­
ledge; indeed, se\·eral yea rs' observa tions will be 
necessa ry before conclusions of perma nent value, 
though not advancing wh a t is a lready 
know n , ca n be e xpected. By prem a ture publication 
much ha rm m a \' be done, and it is to be feared that 
writers will a ri se and tell us , on !he s treng th of this 
repot·t, tha t, among other thin g-s, whinch a ts, red­
starts , \vhi tethroats , reed warblers , cuck oos , and other 
species do not arrive on the western section of the 
south coast, when further investiga tions by the com­
mit tee will . prove that they do. It is certainly sur­
prisin g to ftnd the new committee instituting a com­
pa rison be tween the weather conditions prevailing in 
the English Channel and the arriva l of birds on its 
shores (of course with abortive results), for it was 
hoped tha t it had been clearly proved by exhaustive 
investigation s tha t the meteorological conditions in­
flu encing s uch movements must be soug ht in the area 
whe nce the mig ra nts took their depa rture. 

In con clusion , one is tempted to suggest tha t it 
\vo uld be well if the members of the committee of the 
Briti sh Orni thologists' Club, before proceeding further 
with their a rdu ous labours, took stock of the situation, 
a nd ask ed themselves if their energies might not be 
adva n tageously directed to more usd ul and productive 
branches of th e subject they have at heart. 

NOTES. 
P ROF. I. P. PA\"LOFF, professor of physiology in the Uni­

versity of St. Pete rsburg, will deliver the Huxley lecture 
a t the Cha ring Cross Hospital Medical School on Monday, 
October I. 

PROF . EMIL FISCHER, professor of chemistry in the 
University of Berlin, has been elected a foreign member of 
the Royal Socie ty of :\ ew South \Vales. 

J ri sh International Exhibition will be opened in 
Dublin in May next. It will be the first exhibition of its 
kind to be held in Ireland for nearly fo rty years. 

THE Itali an Electrotcchnical Association will meet in 
Ylilan on September 30, when visits will be paid to various 
factories in the neif:hbourhood and the hydro-electrical in­
stallations which hm·c been recently constructed. 

TrrE Right Hon. Sir John Eldon Gorst has been appointed 
special commiss ioner to represent ·His Majesty 's Govern­
ment at the Zealand International Exhibition, the 
opening of which is to take place on November I next. 

\VE regret to have to record the death of Prof. \V. B. 
Dwight, who occupied the chair of natural history in 
Vassar College , Poughkeepsie, N.Y. Prof. Dwight was an 
original member of the Geological Society of America, and 
interes ted himself for many years in the Palreozoic rocks 
of \Vappinger \"alley and others in the neighbourhood of 
Poughkeepsie. 

THE programme of the prize subjects of the Industrial 
Societv of :.vt:ulhouse for the competition dosing in 1907 has 
just issued.. Little change has been made in the pro-
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