
© 1904 Nature Publishing Group

144 NATURE [JUNE 9, I 904 

four hours with an alkyl-magnesium compound. Yield~ of 
acetal amounting to about 75 per cent. of the theoretical 
are obtained. These acetals are readily hydrolysed to the 
corresponding aldehydes by dilute sulphuric acid. These 
aldehydes, on treatment with hydroxylamine, do not give 
oximes but isoxazols, several of which are described.
The differences of histological structure and secretio.n 
between the anterior an.d posterior kidney in male· elasmo
branchs : I. Borcea.-On the respective functions of the 
two · parts of the a.dductor ·muscles· in the lamellibranchs : 
F . Mal"ccau.-On the adaptation 'of the plant to the 
intensity of light: M. Wiesner,-On the permeability of 
the tegument of certain dried seeds to the atmosphere : 
Paul Becquerel. If the tegument is carefully dried, it is 
absolutely impermeable to the gases of the atmosphere. 
In the presence of moisture, however , these gases - pass 
through. Hence the complete suspension of all the pheno
mena of respiration of the seed is only realised iri · the 
absence of moisture.-On the spontaneous radiations of 
Sterigmatocystis versicolor: Paul Vuillemin:-A case of 
the emission of the n-rays a fter death : Augustin 
Charpentier.-The lipolytic property of the cytoplasma of 
the castor-oil seed is not due to a soluble ferment: Maurice 
Nlcloux,- On an albumen extracted from the eggs of the 
frog: J. Galimard.-On the condition of the starch in 
stale bread: E. Roux.-The motive action of the pneumo
gastric nerve o'n the biliary vesicle : D. Courtade . and 
J. F. Oulfon.-On the toxicity of the chlorhy\Jrate of 
amylene: L. Launoll' and F. Billon.-Contribution to the 
study of Bence-Jones albumosuria: · G. Patein and Ch. 
Michel,-The amount of albuminoid material necessary 
in human diet: H. Labbe and M. Morchoisne.-On ten 
cases of arterial hypertension treated by d 'Arsonvalisation : 
A. Moutier. In all the cases the arterial pressure was 
reduced to the normal. At the same time, in some of the 
cases, the symptoms of arterio-sclerosis disappeared in great 
part. 
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the Long-continued Use of S_odium Nitrate on the Constitution of the 
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